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Illinois Ornithological Society 
From the Editor 

Of volunteers and Web sites 
While g lancing al Lhe L i tle Page or· Mcodowlork, something occuJTed 

Lo me I hat many of you may not real ize. The average amount of ti me a 
volunteer slays with an organization is less than one year. Bul when T 
look al the L i tle page every quarter Lo prepare for the next issue, most of 
the same names are on thal page. What does Lhat mean? It means Lhc 
average Lime lOS volunteers stay with us i s  at l east five years. That' s  a 

major statement about our organization. 

Consider that David Athans, Brian Willis ,  and Denis Kania have been 

volunteering thei r  L i me since our fi rst i ssue to rrepare i l lustraLions for 

us, ancl that Joe Milosevich has kept sending us his greal photos, and 
that Dave Johnson has kepl wriling stories and doing the Chrislmas 
Bird Count for six years1 T could go on, bul you gel the point. 

The only other organization I have volunteered for as long as the 
Il l inois Ornithological Soc iety is Ryerson Woods. This organizalion 

also keeps i t.-.: volunteers much longer Lhan the average. l' ve been there 
I 0 years.  

So what are both or these groups doing right') 1 think i t's a combina­

Lion of being committed to worlhwhile goals, carrying out Lhose goals, 
and conslantly evalualing Lhe organi zation to make sure i t  knows what 

it is and what it wants to be - and what its members want. That and 

repeating again and again how much the volunteers are appreci ated. So 
thank you, again, volunteers, for all your work on Mcadoll!!ark and TOS .  

A relatively new volunteer, Mary Hennen, has secured permiss ion 

for TOS to have a Web Sile connecled Lo the prestigious Chicago 

Academy of Sciences Horne Page. She' II be the TOS WehMislress, and 
Denis B oh m  and l have vol unteered to assist her, providing copy, 
photos, and drawi ngs. By the t ime you read this, IOS wil l  probably be 

on l i ne, and much of thal will be thanks to Mary. 

Please know thal we wil l  not be printing any arLieles from Mcadow­

lurk - those belong Lo you, our paying members. Whal we hope the 
Web S i te w i l l  do is gain more members for TOS and g ive our members 

a timely way lo fine\ out more about annual meetings, field Lrips, and 
olher i m portant Tl l inois birding information. 

You'll find Lhe !OS link on Lhe Chicago Academy of Science., home 
page al: http://www.chias.org/ 

See you on Ii ne. 



President's Message 

Diel you know that you and I are members 
of a growth industry? B ased upon recent sur­

veys and other information I have been 
collecting, the hobby of bird-watching is in­
creasing rapidly. Forbes magazine published 
a survey that reported Americans prefer bird­

watching to golf! Other surveys have found 
that the popularity of birding has increased 
155% in 10 years - faster than any other 

outdoor activities. Today some 24.7 million 
American are engaged in birding. 

B irding and other wildlife-related recre­

ation contributes to the economic well-being 
of the country. Birders spend $5.2 bil l i on on 

goods and services per year. Much of this 

information comes from the 1991 U.S .  Fish 

and Wildl i fe Service's National Survey of 
Fish, Hunting and Wildlife-Related Recreation. 

This survey, conducted every 5 years, found 
that revenue generated from hunting, fishing, 

birding,and other wildlife-related recreation 
amounts to $67.9 billion or about 1.3 percent 
of the nation's gross domestic product. In  
Il l ino i s ,  watchab le  wi l d l i fe recreat ion 

contributes $1.1 bil lion :rnd generates some 
14,000 full or part-time jobs. 

Your participation in wildlife-related ac­
tivi ties make an important contribution to the 
local, stale, and nation's economy. We need to 

get this message out to the businesses we 
support and in turn bui ld a broader support 
for conserving, prntecting, and managing the 
habitat needed for the bi rds and the other 
wildlife we enjoy. 

We can on ly do this if we work together. 
The B o::irct and l ::ire looking for your ideas 
and energy Lo accomplish Lhis. Wi l l  you help 

us? Let me or another B oard member know 
now, so we can begin this important work. 

Unt i l  next ti me. 

"'j_�) v+-- 11/ll,_;_+f 0 t i,, _ _,;�;J-
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First Band-tailed Pigeon 
and its Status in Eastern North America 

While conduc ling lhe Spring­

field Christmas Bird Count on 22 

December 1996, Dennis Oehmke and 
I stopped to view a flock of Cedar 

Waxwings . We were along the west 
side of Lake Springfield at East Ha­

zel Dell Lane . I looked i n to a decidu­
ous tree above the wax wings and saw 
a l arge dove or pigeon with a d i stinct 

white collar on the nape. Th inki ng il 

mi gh t be a Eurasian Collared Dove 
(Stre11to/N.:lia decancto) 1 men ta l ly 

noted other field marks . The pigeon 
was fairly h igh i n  the Lree and al first 

the underparts looked clove-colored. 

Then the bird turned its head, giving 
me a profile. It was i mmediately ob­

vious thal  this was not a Eurasian 

Coll ared Dove for I could see a red 
orbi tal ring and a bright ycl l ow b i l l  

with a black tip.  There w a s  no  doubt 
in my m i nd thal Lhe bird was a B ancl­

tai led Pigeon ( Columha .f£1.1ciata). 

We carefu l ly  s lunk out of the 

Lruck, l w i th my score, and Oehmke 
with his camera. For the next hour 

we viewed the B and- tai led Pigeon . 
Oehmke Look numerous pho tographs . 
The bird was high enough and the 
l i ght was so poor that the rea l colors, 
especi all y the purples were not com­

ing through.  It w as not unl i  I the fol ­
low ing day that I defini te ly saw the 
purp le color. The p igeon sat l'or long 

periods mak ing it easy to scope. 

The bird showed purpl i sh on i ts  
head, throat, and breas t, becoming 
lighter ven lral ly . Below the nape ' s 

w h i le c rescent was an in lcrest i n g  
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ruff of feathers forming a pa tch, 

which was meta l l i c  green-gray. The 
w ing covens were darker gray and 

the primaries charcoal . The lower 

back and rump were bluish-gray and 
the unclertail coverts were light buff. 
The Lail was mauve wilh a dark 

smudge, then a broad terminal band 
of gray-buff. The tarsi were bright 
yel low with bl ack n ai l s . A l  fi rt;t, we 

thought the iris was brown, bu l  i n  

better l ight, i t  w a s  a n  orangish color. 
Al so the "eyelids" were l ight blue 

above and below the eye. That first 

day, I m ade a sketch in Lhe f iel d  and 
wrote a description which I later re­

vised due to much better views . 

lt was soon established that the 

Band-tai led Pigeon was attending a 
feeder in the yard of house# 124 on 
Haze l Dell al LaRue Sco tt' s. Mr. Scott 
and h i s  neighbors graciously al lowed 

observers to view the bird. Oehmke 
sat in a b l ind near the feeder for 

three hours one cold morning and 

obtai ned good photographs. 

Birders eas i ly viewed the pigeon 
perchi ng in the deciduous trees near 
the house . At times iL hid high up in 
coniferous trees or oaks retaining 
leaves. Once, an observer saw i t  eat 
dark berr i es olf pr ivet ( Lit;ustrum 
sp.) Occasionally it flew givi ng the 
characteris t ic loud wing clapping. l 

never heard i t cal l . 

At least two different Cooper's 

Hawks frequently visi ted the area . 
Thi s  spec ies preys on pi geon-si zed 
birds, but whether this particu lar pi-

By H. David Bohlen 

geon became prey or just moved i s  

unknown. I saw the Band- tailed Pi­

geon l l different days, and for the 
l ast t ime on 2 3  January 1997. Thi s 

bird cons t i tutes the fi rsl record rm 
Illi no is .  

Sibley and Monroe give the  range 
of the  Band- tai led P igeon as western 

North and Middle A merica from 
sou lhwesl B ri t i sh  Columbia south 

through the mounta i ns  of Washing­
ton, Oregon. Cal iforn i a, and extreme 
western Nevada to B aj a  Cal iforni a 
and l'rnm southern Nevada, Ar i zona, 

central Utah, north central Colorado, 
New Mex ico, and western Texas 
sou th throug h the mounta ins  of 

Mexi co, Guatemala, El Salvador , and 
the Honduras to north cenlra l Nic­
aragua. This i s  qui te an extensi ve 
range, however, another very si mi Jar 
form cont i nues even farlher, from 
Costa Rica to norlhweslern Argen ­

t ina (Whi te-necked P i geon - C. 

ulhilinca). The 6th edi t ion of the 
A.O.U. Checklist ( 1983) adds th al 

the B and - la i lecl Pi geon wi nters al 
lower elevations lhan where i t  spends 
time during the breed i ng season. Also, 

the species i s casual i n  Alaska, 

Al berta, Saskatchewan, Jclaho, Mon­

tana, and North Dakota so u th to 

Wyoming, Kansas, Oklahoma, and 

Texas. The many reports J'rnm east­

ern North A111erica may pertai n 
largely or en ti rely to individuals es­

c1ped from captivity. 

Most f'oo lba l  I fans know the 
term "go long ," and some birds ap 
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parently dojusl that. 8i ogeographers 

re l'e r  Lo L h i s  pheno111enon as long­

distance dispersal .  Root ( l lJ88 ) slales 

thal "i n w i n ter. Band-tailed P igeons 

in the northern and eas tern reaches 

ol' the breed i n g  range 111 i g r�1 Lc i 1110  

Lhe so u lh weslern areas or· Lhe sum­

me r range." Where 111igration occLl l 'S 

Lhere is a l ways a certai n sma l l  per­

centage of' Lhe popu l at i on Lhal goes 

o il course or m i g rates Lhe w rong w ay. 

8�mcl-tai led Pi geons have also long 

been known lo be nolllad ic  as de­

scribed in Brn l ( l lJ 3 2) .  "This was 

one or the w�mcleri ng , restless nocks 

w h i ch trave l about d u r i ng Lhe w i n ter. 

lllovi ng l'rom o n e  place lo another as 

food or fancy leads them." Several of 

Lhe western reg i onal edi tors of'A111eri­

cu11 Birds h ave nolecl movements 

o u l  or t h e  mou ntai ns. For example, 

in sou thern Ca l i fornia ,  "As is appar­

ent l y  norm a l ,  a few Bancl - L�1 i le d  Pi­

geons llloved o u l  or· Lhc mounta i n s  

i nto t h e  l o w l ands . . " ( McCas k ie 

I lJ88 ) .  These pigeons arc very slrong. 

Casl rt iers able Lo Lravel long d i s­

tances in a shorl l i me. Thi s  ['a l l  al l ll 

w i n ter ( I  9lJ6-lJ 7 )  many b i rds came 

OUL or l h e  lllOLlll la i ns oJ' weslern 

North America, i nc l u cl i1 1g Cl ark's 

N u tcracker  (sec seasonal h ighl i g h ts 

in L h i  s issue), Pin yon.Jay. and Pygmy 

Nuthatc h .  In 111idsumnier, Red Cross­

b i l l s i n vaded Lhe Creal Pla i n s  and 

f'arlher east. Some oi" Lhese wander­

i ngs could be i ml u cc:d by drnugh l  

cond i t i ons i n  the western n1oun lai ns. 

W i l h  at leasl 4lJ l3a11d·tailed P i  

gco11 rceord.s r·or  the  slalc.s (eastern 

North America -- see Tab l e  1) ) 110L 

cons idered in the range or  i n  the ca­

sual  range by the A.O.LJ . .  I suggesl 

that n10.sl ir nol a l l are or w il d  ori g i n  

a n d  are legilin1ale vagran ls. T h e  l'i rsl 

easlern record occurred i n  I lJ30; the 

spec i es has also been recorded i n  the 

easl a lmost annua lly s ince  t h e  l at e  

1960.s. These i nclude 20 for winter, 

J 5 for ral!, 8 for SUl11lller, and 6 for 

srx i ng .  Some observers bel i eve Lhcse 

p i geons are Lam e  (t:scapees) s ince  

L h e y  s i l  l'or J o n g  peri ods i n  one place. 

However. th is is normal behavi or, 

aml 1 have noled t h is h ab i t  i n  Lile 

p igeon 's usu al range. 

Appare n tly Ban d-tai led Pigeons 

arc rare lo  non-exi stent in captivity. 

Pax Lon ct. al. ( 1 98 1 )  staled Lhey knew 

ol' 110 cap t i ve popu lation and Duncan 
( 199 1) thought  the possibility incon­

sequenti ally small that  Lhesc records 

wou Id pertain to escaped cap t i ves.  

lJund-tuilcd Pigeon, 

First Sil/le l?ccord, 

S11ri11g/ie/d, Sungw1w11 

Co. 2 ?\ Dec. I 996. 
/>/10/os hr J)e1111i1· 

Oc/1111"1·. 
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Table I. Total Records for Band-tailed Pigeons for Eastern North America 

New Brunswick(/) 

Quebec ( 1) 

Nova Scotia ( 3) 

Ontario (7) 

hcdcr icton ,  Fe b .  I -M arch 1 7 , 198 1 ( V ickery 1 98 1)  

S t .  Andre Avc l l i n ,  Nov .  & Dc c . , 1 99 6  ( Rarl'. B i rd A lert Q uebec) 

Sc�l l I s l and ,  Sc pt .23-0ct .  I 9 ,  19 74 (Turts 1986 ) 
Colchester County ,  Dcc. 1 . 198 1 ( Tu l" ts 198 6 )  
Yarmouth County.  Dec. 1 2 -Ja n .  1 4 . 1 995 -% (M cL are n  19% ) 

Rondeau Park, Se pt . ,  1930 (Ja mes el al 1976 )  
Port H ope , Oct .8 .  1 970 (Cloodwi n  and Rosche 1 97 1 )  
P i ckcr i  ng,  Oct . ,  19 73 (.la mes el a l  1976 ) 
Dorion,  Oct. 1 2 -27,  1978 (G oodwi n ) .  

-The observer was A.  Wormi ngton .  and there i s  a IJ hoto docu 111enta1 ion .  

Minnesota (5) 

Iowa(/) 

Missouri (2) 

Louisiana (5) 

Michigan ( 1) 

Indiana (I) 

Illinois (1) 

Kentucky (I) 

Tennessee (I) 

Mississippi ( 1) 
Alabama (I) 
Maine (3) 

New Hampshire (2) 

Massachusetts (2) 

Connecticut (2) 

Pennsylvania (J) 
New Jersey (I) 

North Carolina (2) 

South Carolina (I) 

Florida (3) 

Wabigoon . Oct .2 6-Nov .5 . 1 988 ( Wei r 1 989 ) 
D i l l on .  Sept. 1 6- 1 7  . 1 994 ( R i do u t  1995 ) 
Kenora, J\pr i l  25 , 1 995 ( Ontario B i rds 1 4  # 2 )  

M orri s ,  J u l y , 1 %9 (G ree n & Ja nsen  1975 ) 
S and Dunes St . For . ,  .lu ne  1 2 ,  1 97 1 (Green & Janse n 1 975 ) 
S tearns County. J une 2 3 .1975 (T.  Hertzel . pers. corn . )  
Hawk R i dge, Sep t .  I 8 ,  198 2  (Tessen 1 983) 
Itasca County. Sept . 199 6  (T . Hertzel, pers .  corn . )  

Webster Cou n ty ,  summer to l ate Scpt . .  1 970 ( Dinsmore c t  �1 1 1984 ) 

M arshal l .  l ate Nov .-Feb.20. 1 983 -84 ( Robbi ns and E aster la  199 2 )  
Kansas C i ty .  March 29 -Apri l 20,  1 985 ( Robbins  and Eastcr l a  1 99 2 )  

near N ap oleonv ille. J an.2 I , 1 954 ( Lowery 195 4 ) 
B aton Rouge, M ay 7, 1 9 64 ( D .  D ittman. pers . c o m . )  
near Lake Pon tchartra i n ,  Dec . 1 6 ,  19 69 (Ja me s 1 9 70)  
P i lotlown, Dec .5 ,  1 98 1 ( Ortego 1 98 2 )  
M any. Dec.21 - Feb . 2  l ,  1 98 1 -8 2  ( Ortego I 982 )  

N i les .  Dec .24-Ja n .2 2. 1 9 67-68 ( Payne 1983 ) 

Be ver ly  Shores. Jan .  I 0-3 1 ,  l 98 1 ( M u mfo rd and K el le r  198 4 )  

S pr ingfie ld ,  Dec.22-Jan . 2 3 . 1996-97 

Eddyv i ll e, Nov .30-Dec. 1 , 1 9 7 3  ( Monroe 1994 ) 

N ashv il l e, Apri l 9 ,  1 9 74 (Imhof 1 9 74 ) 

Pet it  Bois Ts l and ,  Dec.2 ,  1 9 78 (Ham il ton  I 979 )  

D au p h i n  l sland,  Oct . 2 3 .  l 97 1 ( Purri ngton I 97 2 )  

Sout hport I sl and ,  Apri l  25-May 2 ,  l 98 0 ( V ic ke ry 1 980) 
Monhegan Ts l and ,  Sept. I 9 ,  l 990 ( Duncan l 99 I )  
Monh egan , Sept . 25 . 1994 ( E l  I i son and Mart i n  1 995 ) 

K eene, Jan .3-J 5 ,  1 9 7 2  (F inch  1 9 7 2 )  
Conway, March 6-24. 199 l ( Perkins 1 99 I )  

B rook l i ne .  May 29 -J unc 4 ,  1 995 ( Petersen 1 995 ) 
Nantucket l s lancl , J une 22-25. 1 996  ( Peterse n 1 9% )  

East H ave n ,  Nov.7 ,  1 98 2  ( Zerans k i  and B apt is t 1990)  
Portland , Dec. -Marc h .  1 984-85 ( Zcrans k i  and B ap tis t  1 990 )  

Presque Ts le  Stale P ark. Dec.1 1 ,  199 1 (H al l 199 2 )  

Ratt lesnake M t . ,  Sept .  I 7 ,  198 0  ( Pax ton et .  a l .  1 98 1 )  

Haywood County,  Ju ne I 0, 1 980 ( Evans 1 980)  
Charlotte, Feb.-Marc h . 1 994 ( Dav is  1 994 ) 

Georgetown,  A ug . 1 6, 199 1 ( Pu l l i am 1 99 6 )  

near Bon if'ay, Dec. 1 8 . 1 967 ( Robertson a n d  Woo\ l'enden 1 99 2 )  
Two, Sara.'mla, Dec. 1 7-30, l %7 ( S tevenson I %8 ) 
S ugarl oaf Key, Scpt . 25-27. 1 9 73 ( Edscorn 1 974) 

: A k w  of' these 1·ecords have yet lo be ac cepted by rec ords comrn i tlccs. 
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Boreal Owl in Rockford: 
First State Record Since 1914 

0 n Sunday mor­

ning, 9 February 1997, 

fellow birder, Marian 

Doyle, called me with the 

incredible news that a 

Boreal Owl (Asio .fimer­
eus) was in her Rock­

ford, Illinois backyard. 

She said the bird bad hit 

a window of her home and 

was flying into some ever­

greens in her yard's back 

corner. She and a friend, 

Dolores Jensen, were sure 

i t  was a Bore�tl Owl. 

Doy le, an ex peri­

enced birder, calmly de­

scribed this astounding 

By Roy Morris 

It was an adult 
Boreal Owl! 

event - a Bore�t! Owl as 

a yard bird in Illinois. T, 
Borelii Owl, First Stme Record in R9 yeurs. Bell'idere, IL, 
Rockfr!rd Co. 9 Feh. 1997. Photo hy Murjorv Rund. 

My i 111111ecliate con­

cern was to get positive 

document ation. Calls 

were made to several 

local birders wilh experi­

ence in photographing 

birds, and photos were 

obtained . Doyle was 

concerned that the owl 

h ad been injured or 

stressed and wanted lo 

minimize disturbance. 

but our local telephone 

tree hot line was used to 

n otify other birders. 

Over 20 people observed 

the owl on Sunday. ll 

was gone the following 
on the other hand, was 

dumbfounded. Only four days ear­

lier, four of us local listers had driven 

340 miles to Minneapolis to see a 

Boreal Owl that was wintering al the 

Springbrook Nature Center. Tt was a 

l ife bird for three of us and a lower 48 

bird for the fourth. My prel iminary 

research before taking the Minne­

apolis trip prepared me well for con­

firming Doyle's identification. 

l reached her house in a record 

I 0 minutes, and rnel her in the back­

yard of this older residential area in 

the heart o[' Rockford. The owl was 

perched in a scraggly u pright yew 

about 5 feet above the ground and 

was clearly visible From the north. 

We 1-cstricted our apprnach Lo about 

25 /'eel lo avoid alarming the hird. It 
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did not appear to be injured and re­

mained on this perch facing us, al­

lowing extended study with binocu­

lars and a spotting scope. 

The IO- to I I-inch long stubby 

owl had a broad, rnunded head and 

no ear tufts. The grayish-brown head 

had numerous uniformly distributed 

small white spots on the rorehead. 

Its face was outlined distinctly wilh 

a black rim and black eyebrow en­

closing prominent while cheeks. The 

bill was unil'ormly i vory ;ind the 
eyes were yellow. !Ls whitish breast 

had numerous brnacl c hocolate 

brown streaks. The back was brown 

black. The underside 0L1 broad, stub­

by tail was rnoLL!Gcl brown and whit­
ish with 110 banding. 

morning never to be 
found again. 

Only five documented records 

exist for Bore�tl Owl in Illinois. the 

most 1·ecent in 1914 in Chicago 

(Bohlen 19 89). Surprisingly, the first 

documented Illinois Boreal Owl 

was in 1884 when an owl hit a store 

window in Rockrorcl. 
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The Illinois 1996 
Christmas Bird Count 

By David B.  Johnson and Alan F. Stokie 

We dcdit"ule this report t o  Pete Petersen. who died this .1·111111ner a/ier u long hout with cunccr. By the end uf'rhe I <)<)() 
Christmas Bird C1111nr seuson Pete fwd t'o11111leted 2./2 CBC.1· und compiled 1 79.1 His untiring CBC eO<m.1· have long hecn 

upprcciated hy Illinois hirder.1·. We will miss hi111 greotly and will long rememher him /iir his dedicution und commirmenl 

to hil'lling in our stole 11s 1 1 1c// us his home srute o/ /owu. 

Tim ·,· ·ru rkcy \1111! 1 1 / 'l'.1 1 1 ·, . ,-c rccon/cd (Ill the Ferm i-Lah Christmas Bird 

C(/1 1111. /)r1 1 1 1 ·i11g hy / )cnix kt111iu, 

Vol . 6, l\J o. 3 

I l l i no is  bi rders m archi n g 

through the i r  appoin ted terri tories 

w ithin 5 9  coun t circles encoun­

tered many avian surpri ses such as 

high n umbers of unusual  geese, an 

irruption of Snowy Owls ,  and sev­
eral new species records during 
the 1996 Chri stmas Bi rd Count 

Season . 

As i n  the 1995 CBC season , 
early cold fronts pushed many 

water ancl l and b irds out of the 

state .  Temperatures on count days 
were normal and snow cover was 

minimal. Most of the count c i rc les 

had frozen water. The mean low 
temperature was about 3 0  degrees 

F; the mean high was 39 degrees F .  

The hoped-for dispersal of 

mon tane spec ies from the west  
i n to l l l in ois d id  occur b u t  was 

only  detected by 5 9  Reel Cross­

b i l l s  i n  2 coun t c i rcles :md an u l tra 

rare v agrant and fi rst s tate record 

for Band-tailed Pigeon. 

Of course, there were addi ­
t ional sprinkl ings of rariti es, un­

usual h i gh and l ow counts as ob­

servers h i ked, drove, and canoed 
over terri tories in search of more 
data on early win ter bird distribu­
t ion in T l l i noi s .  

Resu I ts i ncluded 1 49 speci es 

p l us 3 exoti cs: Chukar ( in  Towa), 
Mon k Parakeet, and Ringed Turtle­

Dovc or Collared-Dove. No coun t 

recorded I 00 or more species; on ly  
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t wo cou n l s  recorded 90 or more. 

Un i on Cou nty Lal I i ed lhc h i ghest, 93, 

wh i l e H orseshoe Li ke came in scc­

o ml wilh 9 2  speci es. O n l y  6 cou n ls 

r e c o r d e d  8 0  o r  m o re s p e c i es.  

Spri ng li c l d ' s 84 s pec ies was a n  i m­

p ress i ve lola l  for ccn lral  I l l i no i s .  

Waukegan recorded the mosl spec i es 

i n  northern I l l i nois  w i th 76 .  Rend 

Lake h a d  L i le  h i ghes t number  of  
i ndi v i clu �i l s : 1 , 1 0 1 , 770. Fcrm i l ab· ---­

B atav ia  for the t h i rd con .sec u t i v e  
year ri e lded t h e  most observers i 11 

the state, 7 4.  

CBC Firsts and Rarities 

W c we l come a new count from 

B a l dw i n Lake-K askask i a  R i ver 
Val ley i n  southern Il l i noi s. 

Four new ll l i nois CBC fi rsts 
were recorded. The most remarkable 
fin d  was S pring fi e l d ' s Band-tailed 

Pigeon recorded on cou nl  day near 

Lake Spr ingfie ld ' s  wes tern s h ore. 

Thi s  was n ot onl y a CBC fi rs l ,  but a 

state first as we l l . A c l ose second 
goes to the .Brewer's Sparrow al 
Chicago Lakefronl,  a s tale-fi rst  w i n ­

ter i n g and CBC record . A l s o  n e w  Lo 

the CBC spec ies l i s t  were two Clay­

colo red Sparrows at Chicago U r­

ban ; these birds a lso s ucccssru l l y 

wintered. 

Certai n l y o u t  or season and a l s o  

mos t  remarkable was th e l'ai r l y we l l  

described Neotropic Cormorant al 
Hor s es h oe L a k e .  A To w n send ' s 

Sol i ta ire was noted al Kishwaukee 

(for the second year in a row I )  and a 

V aried Thrush was at Wau kegan. 

Evanston and Fermi l ab-Balav ia  

h ad the i r  fi rst l "esser B lack-backed 
G u l l s .  Ca lu met City-Sand Ridge and 

Chi l l i cothe recorded the only G reat 

B l a c k - b ac k e d  G u l l s . Peo r i a  a n d  

M u scatine,  I o w a  had t he o n l y  I ce­

l an d  Gu l l s . 

Water B i rds 

W aterfo w l  n u m be rs were low 

d ue lo t h e  /'rec1T out .  One C o m m o n  

Loon was reported al Rc 1H I Lak 1 : .  
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Pied .. b i l l ed  G rebe n umbers seemed 

above average, 1 7 1  i n  1 6  counl c i  re l cs, 

i n c l ud i n g i mpress i ve counts or 47 

i n d i v i d u a l. s al Crab O rch ard NWR 

and 44 al  Spri ng l'i e l d. O n l y  3 llornecl 

C rcbcs i n  3 cou n t c i rc les were re .. 

corded. Porly - n i ne Tu n dra  Swans 

were recorded in  5 c o u nt c i rc les, 5 

h i rds were i n  s o u t h e rn  I l l i n o i s. A 

count week Har l equ in D u c k  was i n  

t h e s m r  o il L a k e  M i c h i g a n a t  

Ev a ns to n . T h e  M a l l a rd X Wood 

D u ck male type h y b i rd ce rl �1 i n l y  

w as a bi zarre ri n d O i l  the  Ch icago 

U rban cou n t ,  Three American Wh ite 

Pcl i c�rns were al  Pere Marq uette. 
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Waukegan had 2 Virgi n i a  l�ai l s .  

T h e  o n l y  w o o d c o c k s  w e re a t  

Schap v i l l e  and U n ion Cou n ly .  

Raptors 

The 4 w e l l -documcnled occur­

rences of Turkey V u l l u res i n  north­

ern T l l i n o i s  were  u n us u a l  (3  al  

Ferm i l ab-Batav i a  and one at J o l i c l )  

a s  were t h e  26 Turkey Vu l lures a t  

Middle Fork R i v e r  Val l ey i n  ce 1 1 t ra l  
·l l l inois .  B al cl Eag le  n u lllbers seem lo 
be level i ng at record numbers (see 

h is logram) .  Four Go lden Eagles were 
recorded in southern T l l i no is  on 3 

counts,  Crane Lake, Cypress Creek, 
a n d  Un ion  (2  bi rd s ) .  N i n cly-four  

Rough-legged Hawks were noted in  
36 coun l  c i rc l es .  The on ly  Merl i n s  

w ere s i n g l es a t  R oc k l'ord a n d  

Meredosi a I s land a n d  a count-week 
b i rd at K i s h waukee. 

B arri ngton had the h i ghest coun l  
o f  1 0  Long-eared O w l s .  Cypress 
Creek recorded 1 3  Shorl-eared O w l s  
and Fermilab Balav i a  was close be­

h i n d  w i t h  1 2 . O n l y  3 N orlhern Saw 

whet Owls were recorded, al l i n  cen­
Lral I l l i nois ,  Midd le  Fork R i ver Va l ­
l ey ,  Forest G len Preserve, and West­
ern Mercer. Sec i rrupl ivc  species be­

low for an accoun t  o l" Snowy Owls .  

Passerines 

House Finch n u mbers cont i 1 1 uc  

Lo  r i se (sec  h i stogra m ) .  Tile Eura.s ia 1 1  
Tree S parro w lll o v e rn e n t  u p  L l1e 
western l l l i n o i s  r i ver  v a l l eys  was 
best  n oted by Weslcrn M e 1·cer' s counl  
circle /record o f" 9  I b i rds .  Meredosia 
l s l and ' s  5 8 1 was a l so a remarkable 
nu lllber.  

A consp i c u ou.s r n i ss t h i s  year 
was lhe  G ray Partr idge. Cotnp i  l crs 
a l so nolcd a dec l i 1 1c i 11 l� i 1 1 g· 1 1cckcd 

Phca.s ant n u m bers. 

T h ree w e l l -desni bcd lv1 a 1·s l 1 

W n  . .:ns  wen.: recorded, s i 1 1 g l e .s al Ca lu ­

t 1 1d City --·S: tml R i c lge, l�ock Cord , a t  t d  

M i dd l e  1-· ork f{ i v c1· V a l l e y .  The o t t l y  

H o u s,; W re 1 1 s  wc 1·c : 1 1  S 1 J 1 · i n g l" i e l d  ; 1 1 1 d  

C l i 1 1 lo 1 1  Lalu·: . Twt i C: 1 s l t : 1 · 1 1  l ' l tucbt.' � .  

VoL 6, J\Jo. 3 

were recorded, surpri s i ng ly  both i 11 

norlhern l l l i no is  al Cal u rnel Ci ty­

Sand Ri dge and L<'er111 i l ab-B atav ia .  
Twenty- three Alllerican P i  p i ts  were 

al  Horseshoe Lake. Decatur recorded 

the only Gray Catbi rd . S i ngle S polled 

Towhees wen:'. Lal l i ed at B atTi 11gl01 1 ,  

Meredosia lsland, and  Un ion Counly. 

Two Yel low-headed B lackbi rds were 
nolccL one i n  nor thern I l l i no i s  al 

Calumcl Ci ly-Sancl R i dge and the 

o t h e r  at  Rend Lake in sou Lhern 
I l l i noi s .  The on ly  accepted B rewer ' s  
B lackbird was a t  Ferrn i lab- B alavia. 

l rnrnalure Tnd igo Bu nl ings were at 
Carly le  and Horseshoe Lake CBCs. 
The only Le Conte's  Sparrows were at 

Cypres.s Creek and Horseshoe Lake 

Lake. The on ly  unusual warblers were 
lwo wel l -described Pines al  Union 

and Warbl utf Val ley. 

Irruptive Species 

The best i rrupl ive spec i es was 

Lhe S nowy O w l .  Ch i c ago l akefront 
recorded a near-- record 7 i n d i v idua ls  

( 8  i s  t he  s ta le  recorcl-Cal u rnel  C i  Ly­
Sand R i dge, 1 9 8 1  CBC) .  S i xteen 
S nowy Owls were recorded i n  the 

stale ( i n  5 cou n t  c i rcles ) .  I l l i n i ,  the 

onl y i n l and cou 11 t to record lhis  spe­

cies, had 2 S nowics a long a nuc lear 
p o w e r  p l a n l d ike .  A re m ark a b l e 

sou thern I l l i no i s  S nowy Owl  was 

recorded d u ri n g  c o u n l  w e e k  a l  

Car ly le  Lake. 

The e xpecled i rru pti 0 1 1  of Reel 

C ro s s b i l l s  w a .s n o t e d  0 1 1 t h e  
Chautauqua NWR w i t h  5 8  i n d i v i du­
als i n  Mason Stale Forcsl . The o n l y  
olher c o u n l  record or  l h i s  species 

was :1 sol i lary bi rcl al Roc k l"ord and  
lwo cou nl -week b i rds  al Meredos ia  

I s l and .  N orthern Shr ike 1 1 u 1 nbers re­
turned to 1 1or 1 1 1a l  after l asl  year' s 
i n vas ion w i t h  1 8  i t t d i v i d u a l s  (54 i n  
J l)lJ5 ) i n  I ( ) cou 1 1 t  c i rc les .  Other  w i 1 1 -
1cr !"i nches were a l 1 1 1osl D i l .  F i fty � 
seven [ > inc  S i sk i n s  we 1·c 1 -e11orted i 1 1  
1 4 c01 1 n l  c i  1·L: l cs a11d 7 Co n 1 111 0 1 t Red� 
po l l. s  were rc 1 imlcd i n  4 crn1 1 1 1 c i 1·c l es .  

N o  F'.vctl i ng C irnsheaks wcr,: m u  11 led.  

/\ 1·1 < : 1 ·  l wo gom l - 1 1 u 11 t l Jcr  yca1·.s , lhc 

Red-breasled N u lhalch was recorded 

al  a I 0-ycar low ( see h i s logra rn ) .  

High Counts 

Observers sel J O  new al l - L ime  
s l a l e  high rn u n ls 0 1· i ml i v i d u a l s  re­

corded w i lh i n  a count circ le .  A l l ·· 
l ime h i gh s lalc counts  i ncl uded 1 62 

C real B l ue Hero n s  al Rend Lake and 

244 Mute S wans at Ca lu lllet C i ly­
Sand R idge .  B u rgeon i n g  u n u .sua l  
geese numbers inc luded an al l - l ime  
h i gh count  for 3 spec i e s :  600 Greater 

Whi Lc-frn n  Lccl G eese  at Cypress 
Creek, 5 3 ,394 Snow Geese a t  Pere 
M arq u e t t e ,  a n d  an a m azi n g  1 6  

Ross 's  Geese at Un ion County ( 1 3  

at Horseshoe Lake ) .  The 3 Ross ' s  
Geese at Fermilab-Batavi a  a n d  1 a t  

B loomi  nglon were Cirst C B C  records 
for norlhern and central l l l i nois .  The 
36 Bald Eagles at Peoria were a new 

cou n t  h igh as were lhe 24 al S tarved 
Rock. M iddle Fork R i ver V al l e y ' s  
2 5 5 , 0 0 0  A m e r i c a n  C ro w s  a t  a 

Dan v i l le roosl  s i le clc lies i m agi na­
L ion . A lrred Hitchcock ' s  'The B i rds" 

has reached I l l i noi s 1  Th i s  crow cou n t  

was  measu red and re-meas u red both 
on counl  clay aml several weeks after. 

Horseshoe Lake recorded a record 
3 1 2 C a ro l i n a W re n s  a n d  1 , 4 9 8  

W h i te-throated Sparrows .  A l though 
1 1ot a record h i g h  count, Ch icago Ur­

ban bi 1·ders recorded a remarkable 46 

W h i te-th roated Sparrows i n  clown­

Lown C h icago-s i nging among the 
skyscrapers at dawn. One-hunclred­
e leven R i n ged Turt le -Doves was a 
new record at Jol iet .  Car ly le  Lake 

recorded an i tnpressi ve  stale-h igh  
1 , 370 A lllcri can Golcl l"i 1 1chcs .  

Identification Problems 

Linco l n ' s  S parrows and Brew­

er' s B l ac k b i rds cont i n ue to present 
di ITi c u J  l J"i e ld  i de 1 1  l i J"i cat ion prob l e  tns  
on C B Cs .  These  spec ies  req u i re 
1 nc t i cu lous  descripl ions and pholo­
graphs lo i n s u re proper docu rncnta ·­
t i o 1 1 .  Several desnip l ions  s u b rn i l lnl 

1 l 1 i s  season or I , i 1 1co l 1 1 ' s  S parrows 
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were m ore suggest i ve o r  i m m a­

ture Swamp S parrows, w h i c h  al a 

d i  stance rese111 b l e  L i nco ln ' s  S par­

row. 

I l l i no i s  CBC rari t i es l i s ted i n  

t h i s  report h av e  been rev i ewed and 

accepted by lhc  1 1 1  i no i  s O rn  i tho­

l og ica l  Records Co 111 1 11 i t lee .  I n  

several i n stances,  rnre and out-o l'­

season spec i es were dropped from 

t h i s  report due lo l ac k  of con v i nc­

ing e v i d e nce .  

Iowa 

Code 

cw 

NC 

nc 

HC 

he 

i mm 

ph 

I'll 

rr 

ud 

vt 
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- Du Pid B. Jo/711.1011 

5!N Cmw11 Poi11t Drive 

Bu//(1/0 Gro ve, IL 60089 

- A lu11 F. Stoke 

1 74 E. Kuth lee11 Dri\!c 

Pork Ridge, IL 60068 

Key to Tables 

Descri pt ion-

Missouri 

counl  week only (3 clays before or afler) 

New to the state ' s  Count  spec i es l i st 

new speci es lo lhal  c i rc l e ' s  count  

a l l -t i me High Coun l  !'or lhe state 

h i g h  coun t  for lhal  c i rc l e  

i 111 111atu re 

Doc u m ented species 

Present l'or someli  me 

Photographed 

remarkabl e  n um bcr 

remarkab l e  record 

u nco11 v i nc i 1 1g  deta i l s  

v ideotaped 

boldface = spec i es/m1mbe1'/ i te 1 1 1  o r  note 
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Bird Count: Table 1 

Field c<dc Fttder r11nia PnrtY Haun HllUO 
Obsrv ...... Uoun r1u1b Houn on loo1 b'' Car 

6 0 0 00 4 26 00 8 00 18,1111 
27 l 7 00 B-18 72 50 1600 ;!& JO 
42 6 I 13:i0 20 I 9600 69 00 26 50 

I I  0 0 00  -1 .. 16.00 3.00 1).00 
1 2 8 8 00 7-9 64 00 54 00 \0 00 

6 0 0.00 4 36.00 6 00 3 0 00  

18 0 0 00 6 46 50 3 0 00 16 lO 
ll 26 26,00 22-25 1 3 0 00 1 1 3 00 17.00 
" 2 JO 00 9-24 155.0IJ 120. 50 3-l 50 

7 3 6.00 3 lJ--'O l..!O H oo  
i; J 4 00 • l9.7� n.oo Jt'.7� 
I I  2 2 00 7 5 7 00 27.00 30 00 

J3 7 14.00 1 4-15 94�00 45.75 48 25 
43 0 0 00 l l  I 123 50 95,5 0  28 00 
36 ' 7, 00 1 7  70 ...20 32,00 38 20 

12 4 8, 00 7 66 00 1 9,00 47 00 
9 6 1 2.00 4 36.00 8.00 28.00 
4 0 0 00 2 1 3.25 a.so 12 75 
9 3 4.00 3 33 00 1 2.00 21 00 

Zi 8 16 00 JO 6&.00 Z6.00 42.00 
37 I LOO !2-14 90.25 43.00 47..25 
6 0 o.oo z 7.50 2 00 l so 

19 0 0.50 z 39_00 4.00 35 00 
15 0 0.00 7 56,75 Jl,lO 23 " 

31 II LUO 13 79 22 49.50 29. 72 
4 2 2.00 3 22 50 3 00 1 4 .50 

2 1 l J  79, 00 13-15  n n  62,25 15 lO 
I • l.00 • 27.1111 12.00 IS 00 

1 2  0 o. oo 6 33 00 27,00 6 00 
27 l 10.00 1 2 6900 50,00 19 00 
1 9  I 0. 50 6-8 54 25 26.50 27 75 

1 9 0 o.oo 8 53 .00 1 1.00 42.00 
9 0 0 00 5 46.50 26.SO 20 00 

8 0 0.00 5 36-00 1 5.SO 20. 50 
1 4 12 16,00 8 43.50 29 • .SO 14 00 
17 0 0 00 I I  61.50 39.2S 22.ll 
23 8 I0,00 s 30 00 20 00 14 00 

' 0 0 00 3 2l 00 4 .50 20.SO 
19 3 J.00 10-13 73 50 s:uo l0.00 
Z2 c 0.00 8 7 1  0 0  10'00 �UJQ 
13 5 850 7 39 50 1 0.00 29.SO 

l 3 1  39 0 0  , II 25 s 25 6.00 
II  7 14 .00 7 53_00 28.50 24.50 

9 0 0.00 4 39. 00 l l,00 21lOO 
8 2 I 4.00 4 40 66 2 J , 9S 1 8 68 
1 8  o I o_oo s �00 17.lO 36 lO 
6 o I 0.00 4 39,00 26,00 13 00 
9 0 I 0.00 5 43 25 2 1,00 22 25 

IJ 0 0.00 ' M.SO 2l,JO 37.00 
20 2 4.00 8 76.00 30,JJl lf5,70 

6 u 0 <JO 2 13. 00 o.oo 13 00 
26 2 I 2.00 1 4 l l LOO 69.lO 4UO 
22 6 9 00 8 77 25 43,75 33.50 
0 0 0, 00 0 8.75 2 67 6 08 

18 0 0.00 9 4&J5 16.7l JLOO 
30 0 0 00 • 49.00 24.0IJ 25 00 

l 0 0 00 4 38.SO 1 9,50 1 9 00 

J I  0 0 00 1 3 - 1 8  129,50 I 73 00 5650 
21 2 2 SO 8 76.25 I 41.25 I 35 00 

lOSS 242 366.00 3270.58 I t738,70 I 1SJOJR 
TotaJ Iola! Jot.a.I Toial I I 

Party I Mile$ MileJ 01dtn:1 
Miles I an rooc byur Moun 

H4.00 I MO Dl.00 a.oo 
110 '5 I lJ "  2111,00 2.00 
3 1 0 00 I 411W 269.0Q a.so 
24 OQ 5.00 19.00 0.00 

295.00 45 00 2.S0.00 J.J>O 
424.00 6,00 "°" 3.00 
305,00 •• 00 lj9 00 0 00 
35& • .5 0  8-1 2 5  274.25 6 25 
58LOO lll1!0 '59.00 5l0 
302 oc l.00 300.00 3. lO 

340 .50 17 .5 0  323 00 J 2l 
331 00 20 00 J U .OD J OO 

625.25 40.2l l 585. 00 4 00 
365 50 1 l5.50 ' 250, 00 6.lO 

44R 00 37. 00 4 1 1...00 us 
405 00 2D 00 385.00 o,oo 
4 1 3. 00 8 00 385 00 6.50 
184 50 0.5 0  184 0 0  I 0 0  

3 1 8.00 1 5  00 303�00 550 

538 00 26 00 "'-00 10.00 
532.00 .n 00 485. 00 I.DO 
60,00 1.00 I '8.00 0 00 

352 ()\} 7 00 34$.00 0 00 
474 50 48_50 426.00 I 75 
3l4. 50 51 00 303..50 2.50 
252 00 3,00 249.00 2 00 
354 00 50. 50 303,50 I . SO 
252 00 l LOO 241.00 0.00 

180 00 30 00 J.50.00 0 00 

411.7.S. I Sl.l5 365..50 2.00 
364 25 ' !l..U 336.00 0 00 
42.5� 00 ' 1 6.00 409,00 0 00 
339 00 24 00 3 J 5,00 3 00 
3 1 6  00 20 00 296 00 0 00 
309 00 29 00 280.00 l l O 

222.00 34 00 1 88.00 2.2S 
2l 00 10 00 20 00 0 00 

22.lLOO 7.00 221.00 o.oo 
45LOQ 6LOO 3.90.00 6.DO 
49ti.OO 2LOO 474.00 0.00 
3J8-50 1..SO Jl l.00 LOO 
�" 00 4.00 30.00 0 00 

VLOO 36...00 235,00 z oo 
Jl<.oo 12.00 lll.00 5.00 

254 so IUO 243.l� 2Jl7 
363 00 19 00 344.00 0 00 
366 00 I 31 00 33l,OO 2 00 
364 50 I 20 50 344.00 0.00 

332 00 19 00 3!3.00 I 00 
•72.bO 25 00 44 7.00 2 00 
27.7J 0 00 2.7 75 0 00 
560.;;0 67.50 493.00 6.lD 

405.00 4 1  00 364 00 2.00 
4-l.30 1.00 43.3 0  0 00 

349 25 : 1 6.25 333 00 0 00 
305 oo r 21 00 284, 00 0 00 

391 50 22 50 369.00 1 25 
630 00 I 69 00 561,00 2 )0 

446 90 35.40 4U.50 2.50 
J 9798J)O I 169"�40 17UMO 11181 

Toul I Total 

o.-nn� 1 Umnila ·-
Mita I liaUD 
0 00  I PctaC.:Pcti::rlilClll 
I 00 O...... IU2lan 
0 50 P S:mad. l C. C. ....,. 
0 00  
1 5  00 

29.00 
0,00 
1 & 00 ; 
26 00 
44,50 
32,00 

2 00 

2.7l 

28.00 

24 00 
�.oo 

42.00 
1 4,00 I 
S6,00 
67.oo 
10.00 
0 00 

0 00 

t.S.00 
9 00 

16.00 

8 00 
0 00 

o.no 
17 00 
0 00 

0 00 

23,00 

0 00 
12,00 

9 00 
0 00 
0 00 

«.OD 
0.00 
!LOO 
0 00 

26.00 
�l.00 

l<.00 
0 00 
ll 00 

0 00 
JO 00 
10.00 

0.00 
8.-0U 

23,00 
0 00 
0 00 

0 00 

1650 

0.00 

I OOO 
7f"25 
ToW 
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Illinois '96 Christmas Northern Counts 
spttJ .. WAUK EVNS CHI U CHI L CALU MCHE BARR FER_l\1 LISL TCPF I JOU I MOWI DE KA ILLI 1 ROCK KISH I SRSP I FREE I TOTAL 

P1od-bilL-,l G<'eh< 2 I 8 I 

Ho"'ed Grebe I 
O.,.,� COfTPOT>ll! I 6 l 1 6  I I 

Crea: Blue Heron 1 7 5 2 5 5 he 9 6 2 5 6 20 2 J 2 1  
S!:tck-crnl"tned Night-Heron I 8 9• I 1 8  
Tundm S_,, 38 6' I 
!\-lute Swan 26 I I 244HC 4 2 4 2 lhc I 
0<e�ler Whhr:�fiunt� Gc.m� 1 
Sll.O\u<JoM.c l I 1 4  4 I 5 5 2 I 
Ross's Goose 3"' nt: 
Ca.r1ad2 Goo.se 1 1 603 4828 1409 he 1090 1 3 86 7356 20869 he 45591 he 6 1 23 827 7076 1 5433 994 1 3 1 98 1 0083 6424 he 2 1 99 2 
Wooci �:..ick 3 7 5 l 6 I lhc  8 5 I I 
Ciro«" "'1Jlged Teal 2 I 1 2  3 lhc I 
Amcnnn lll><k Duck 4 1  2 5  27 26 I 7 44 27 l 8 126 239 24 4 I 
>..�2.lb,-C 1524 2032 2031 48 2 1 50 388 909 3492 1 782 282 I l 3 2  5 1 247 480 1 2 1 80 2 1 45 1267 I 290 106 

fvfa.H.c.rC X Black H,ybnd 1 I I I 

M,n.,d X Wood Duck I I I 

N!lrthml Pintllll I 6 4 2 
Northern Shoveler 1 1 1 I 1 
0?.ciwa.l! 1 8  lJ  I 4 I 32 42 92 6 2 
,\r:i eri can \li'�emi 4 3 6 j I J 5 I 
Gnmubxk 2 3 5 I 
Redhcud 8 2 2 
R.acis-or:du:d Duck I 8 I 3 1 
Ciro:i!tf Scan� 1 4  5 2 1 2  
Ll::s!:er Setiup 1 9  1 7  1 201 I I I 33 40 7 2 

5Q..UJ' Sp. 659 
:�ulec;iuin Duck cw 1 -cw 

O!dsqu:-i.w 3 2  5 I 
SurfScoter I 
Common Golaeneye 203 696 102 1 1 8  208 I 50 66 64 3 1 6  1 87 .; 6 58 
Bufflehead 99 6 1 6 7 7 1 
�ooded ?vferg.anser 23 3 9 3 he 2 55 25 i 
Common :\lernanser ;so 51  I 1 2  22 J cw 6 35 1 1 1 5  4029 I 2 500 
Red-breasted Merganser 58 1 09 I 24 27 5 2 I I 

Ruddy Duck I I 2 I 

duel: sp 6 1 2  4 
Turkey Vulture 3"' nc I l "  
B.'.!.ld Eagle 2 1 I 2 cw-1 5 4 4 he 2.:J he I 

2dults I I I I I 2 2 I 14 
immatu;-es I I cw J 2 3 l O  
o...sfi=-!ip. I 

Northern Hamer 2 4 I 1 8  he I 6 2 2 29 I I 5 2 
ShJrp-shinned Hawk 4 I 1 J I 2 4 2 I 2 2 2 cw 3 I 
Cooper's HawK 4 7 2 cw I ·1 7 he 4 5 2 J 2 2 4 5 2 I 

Northern Gosh<nvk 1 ·  I "  1 ·  
accitpltcr sp I 2 I 

Red-shouldered Hawk I I 
Red-tailed Hawk 42 42 7 2 27 50 62 I 95 I 56 48 JO 39 24 1 9  99 48 41 48 
Rough-legged Hawk 3 5 2 5 1 2 2 5 I 4 cw :; 2 
American Kestrel 1 3  22 3 I 22 7 1 5  34 I 20 26 9 7 1 8  1 2  22 1 3  3 0  1 4  
Merlin l "  cw• 
Peregrine Falcon 1 1 2· 
large falcon I I 

h.Jwk sp I I I I 
Ring-necked Pheasant 2 1 1  9 I 22 • 5 22 3 1 2  1 6  1 6  3 5  23 14 20 
WildTurl!ey 1 9 3 !  7 2 8 



Illinois '96 Christmas Northern Counts 
Species WAUK EVNS em u  CHI L CALV MCHE BARR FERM LISL TCPF I JOLI MOWI DE KA ILLI ROCK KISH SRSP FREE TOTAL 

Northern Bobwhite I 3 

,cr--
Virginia Rail 2 2 

American Coot 3 I I cw 64 9 338 I I cw 

z Killdeer 3 
0 Common Srupe I I I I 3 

Bonaparte's Gull 2 1 5  

Ring-billed Gull 559 827 329 1035 1686 43 30 744 he 543 109 205 278 l Jhc 1059 44 4 3 1 5  

Hcrrin�Gull 426 290 75 238 1442 36 1 2  l l l 7 he 34 1 1  20 20 5027 97 821 

Thayer's Gull 3 I 2 I 

Iceland GuJl 1 ·  

Lesser Black-backed Gull 1 • nc 1 •  nc 

Glaucous Gull I I I 

G:-eat Black-backed Gull 2• 

guil s-p. 268 250 9 1 6  523 45 I 

Rock Dove 263 768 2200 902 1 149 363 295 664 490 368 239 177 21 1 271 979 5 1 4  229 520 
Mourning Dove 688 456 he 1 1 5  J I  497 192 359 624 he 1 8 5  504 241 282 1 4 1  202 446 8 1 4  he 21 1 1 72 

.Ca.stern Screech-Owl 7 I O  8 2 ) 22 3 4 I 2 I 5 he 2 3 

Great Horned Ow! 5 10 4 2 9 9 20 9 1 5  3 I IJhc 5 1 4  1 1  3 6 

Snowy Owl (invasion year) 3 I 3 7 hc, m 2 

Barred Owl I I 2 1 1  5 I 
Lon,g-eared Owl cw 1 0  I J 

Short-eared Owl 2 4 2 12 he 2 4 

Belted Kingfisher 5 1 0  4 CW 3 5 2 9 7 5 6 2 5 I 7 4 

Red-headed Woodpecker I I 2 I 2 2 1  4 4 1 7  3 5 J 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 36 74 he IJ 1 6  26 1 5  5 6  8 5  34 13 JO 1 8hc 1 4  63 64 37 8 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker I I 2 I cw 

Downy Woodpecker 95 2 1 3  80 6 62 83 59 1 82 1 96 70 37 99 75hc JO 166 161  90 28 

Hairy Woodpecker 24 64 23 6 7 6 1 6  4 3  7 4 7 2 5 29 36 16 6 
Northern Flicker 2 4 I I I I 18 I O  1 0  4 1 3  6 1 1  5 1 7  9 4 

Pileated Woodpecker I 

Eastern Phoebe I '  1 •  nc 

Homed Lark 2 8 2 1 9  1 1  36 35 77 120 120 20 1 3 7  

Blue J ay  6 3  8 7  1 5  1 75 36 36 69 1 58 201 38 62 63 58 .j.54 177 5 6  4 6  
American Crow 633 1633 801 97 554 655 3536 1�8 729 536 577 109 1 934 167 241 2  4071 352 298 

Black-capped Chickadee 396 628 1 89 19 204 270 286 546 671 1 9 5  92 163 1 53hc 79 359 372 203 38 

Tufted Titmouse I 1 10 9 9 37 4 29 cw 34 30 39 66 8 

Red-breasted Nuthatch & 3 I I ) 2  I I 7 8 CW 4 I 
\\bite-breasted Nuthatch 57 76 18 JO 46 20 61 1 24 54 23 27 40hc 14 1 2 1  1 2 1  51  16 

Brown Creeper 1 5  1 8  25 3 6 1 3  35 19 3 1 3  53 6 1 7  34 39 64 
Carolina Wren ) 3 2 2 2 2 I I  3 I 5 

Winter Wren 3 3 I 4 he 2 

Marsh Wren I '  I '  1 • 

\!\Ten sp. I I 

Golden-cro""11ed Kinglet 3 I I 6 I 3 1 2 5 1 0  8 5 7 

Eastern Bluebird I 

Townsend's Solitaire I' I 

Hennil Thrush I I 
American Robin 108 1 1 1 12 4 25 16 IOJ 2 4 1 5hc 8 I 4 

V::iried Thrush I ""ph I 

Brown lbrasher I 

Cedar Waxwir.g 1 38 59 1 0  21 1 1 6  I J7 1 79 83 I 
Northern Slmke 3 I cw 4 he 4 l I I l 



' 

Illinois '96 Christmas Northern Counts 
Species WAUK EYNS CHI U CHI L CALU MCHE BARR FERM LISL TCPF I JOLI MOWI DE KA ILLI ROCK KISH SRSP I FREE ]TOTAL 

European Starling 1 562 1330 1800 44 948 562 9 1 8  1 806 1704 1677 1054 2000 9 1 8  1 074 2982 \397 1 0730 1932 

Yello\v-rumped Warbler 4 l I I I l l 
Korthem C21"din:il 273 405 124 4 165 124 1 9 1  288 327 222 56 I O I  1 1  lhe 80 262 34 1 1 5 3  50 

Eastern Towhee 2 I 1 
Spotttd Towhee l'\ ps, vt 
American Tree Sparrow 476 1 072 36 7 49J 406 308 804 657 762 1 8 1  209 1 70 200 732 747 367 66<1 

2" NC� ph, 

Ch1y-colond Sparrcw ps, rn 2 
t • NC, ph, 

Brewer's Spiu .-ow ps,rr I 
rield Sparrow 5 he 

Savannah Sparrow 1 ·  I '  1 •  

Pox Sparrow 2 I cw 2 I I I cw 

Song Sp21Tow 3 6  275  he 6 I 79 1 1  55 123 1 1 1  J2 20 J I  39 l J  5 8  1 08 he 34 1 0  
Swamp Sparrow 8 33 he 7 he 2 1 9  I 9 23 42 7 3 40hc 6 7 4 7 

White-th!'"o:lted Sparrow 4 J I  6 5  he I 9 J 5 1 5  1 6  1 1  5 I I l 6 8 2 

White-crowned Sparrow I 23 he I 4 I I  2 4 J he 

Dark-eyed Junco 865 1201 358 29 744 576 879 1 202 1 1 1 8  628 572 376 536 267 1259 1021 574 405 
Ore£on foITTl 2 l 2 

sparrow sp 8 

Lapland Longspur 25 62 2 3 
Snow Bunting 4 l 1 6  J 34 
:R,.ed-Yvin,ged Blackbird 86 2 I 20 I 8 JO ) 240 8 I 1 5 2  J 1 1 839 

E::istem Me:idowlark 9 l 4 4 

meadowlark sp 2 
Yellow-headed Blackbi1 d P ph 

Rusty Blackbird 2• 1 0  1 5 0  J 25 

.Brewer's Blackbird I '  1 
Common Grnckle 3 4 I 58 4 2 2 4 79 4 2472 

Brown-hea�d Cowbird I CW 40 2 I 2 JJ 3 1 69 J 2899 

blackbird sp. 6 

Pt:rple Finch 5 2 I I 8 cw 3 5 4 5 2 

House Finch 1 3 9  3 1 3  105 164 1 29 192 161 121 248 1 3 1  1 1 1  l 1 2hc JS 654 445 40 2 1 9  

Red Crossbill I 
Commoo Redpoll 2 2 

Pine Siskin 3 2 1 5  I 12 1 I 2 

.American Goldfinch 260 893 he 172 he 26 1 8 5  5 7  76 199 233 180 66 46 1 6 6J 1 60 106 28 17 

House Sparrow 9J6 1921  2000 154 738 850 501 882 741 2017 438 264 600 5 1 8  1289 1468 795 1 236 

exotics 1Monk Parakeet} Pl [ 1 2) [20) [JSj  

(Rinsed-turtle Dove} [2] [1 1 IHC] [6J] [ 1 76] 

Tola{ species 76 75 68 30 70 48 60 69 59 55 67 65 42 68 68 6 1 60 38 

Total indfriduafs 22147 210!5 12307 4172 14671 1 2390 29960 60893 16897 9246 12961 73558 7022 39711 25059 20254 he 35744 6041 



\.0 
C.ll 

SPECIES 

Pied-billed Grebe 
Double-crested Cormorant 
Great Blue Heron 

Mute Swan 

Greater White-fronted Goos 
Snow Gocse 
Ross's Goose 
Ca.i.-i.ada Goose 

Wood Duck 
Green-winged Tea! 
American Black Duck 
Maiiard 
Northern Pintail 
Northern Shoveler 
Gad wall 

American Wiizeon 
Canvasback 
Redhead 
Ring-necked Duck 
Greater Scauo 
Lesser Scaup 
Oldsquaw 
Common Goldeneve 
Buffiehead 
Hooded Merl(anser 

Common Merganser 

Red-breasted Mer�anser 

merganser sp_ 

Ruddy Duck 

duck sp. 
Turkey Vulture 

Bald Eal(le 

adults 

immatures 

unknmvn. 
Northern Harrier 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 

Cooper's Hawk 
Northern Goshawk 
Rcd-shouldcn:d Hawk 
Red-tailed Hawk 

Rough-legged Hawk 
American Kestrel 

.Peregrine Falcon 

hawk sp. 

Ring-necked Pheasant 

Wild Turkey 

WTPN PRIN VANP 

2 

431  717 32 

I 1 2  

2 162 778 

7 1 05 

I 40 5 1  

25 

1 7  

8 

3 

2 

29 2 1  8 

8 l 

1 6  4 l 

8 I 9 

7 

Illinois '96 Christmas 
Northern 

SCIIA SAVA CL IA PC IA DA IA ANDU 

43 he 
I I I I I  

676 29 1407 he 1 8 1  

I 2 

4 

75 22 4 

1 362 1 3 1  3046 1 72 

I 2 

6 

I 2 

I 3 

I 
3 

2 he 
6 I I 

78 339 36 

2 
254 694 he 1 1 5 

2 

2 1 43 68 73 2 1 8  74 

I 89 42 53 1 29 55 

I 46 1 6  20 89 1 9  

8 1 0  

I 3 2 

I I 3 4 I 
I 3 2 2 I 

I 

I l 

43 14 29 20 47 25 

I l l 3 l 2 

9 I 1 5  1 2  44 1 0  

l 
2 

4 9 1 3  3 3 

85 2 75 8 

North/Central Counts 

I Central 
MU IA MFRV FGPR CHAM HMWD B LOM CLLK DECA CHIL PEOR CHAU TOTAL 

I 21 he 2 4 

I I 
10 he 4 4 I 2 2 1  7 27 

2 1 3  

1 0  he 
cw 6 3 4 

1 •  

1 060 1 044 264 1 3 3  3 0 1  3 1 00 1 879 1 396 676 1 687 9552 

2 he 4 2 3 

I 2 3 2 

3 8 2 6 64 1 5  2 1  1 1 75 

86 4 1 8  78 5 3  1 3 1  856 3 1 25 2472 1 960 466 30528 

cw I I I 

I 0 
4 3 7  1 5  1 0  25 53 

2 he 2 I 
I I 
I 2 

I 5 I 1 4 1  

I 
1 2  29 I 1 7  

2 2 

1 9  1 4  he 5 1 0  5 9  1 8 1  320 1 91 l 
I 1 5  1 2  

I 3 5 

1 5  4 he 9 2 350 1 65 1 53 

I I  

I 

2 3 29 

26 he 
26 cw 82 36 he 73 

14 I -cw 53 26 43 

9 1 9  I O  30 

3 1 0  

cw I 9 2 I cw IO 

I 5 I I 2 I 
I 7 3 6 I 4 2 4 I 2 

l .  5 

I 

23 1 9  28 26 23 1 0  20 1 4  5 1  44 45 

1 2 2 2 l 4 5 6 

1 1  8 1 7  2 1  l l  1 3  2 1  1 6  3 3  27 1 4  

l 3 

3 7 1 2  3 7  2 1  64 1 4  1 8  2 l l  
2 5 2 l I 



Illinois '96 Christmas North/Central Counts 

Northern I I I I Central 
SPECIES WTPN PRIN VANP SCHA SAVA CL IA PC IA DA IA ANDU MU IA MFRV FGPR CHAM HMWD BLOM CLLK DECA CHIL PEOR CHAU rQTAL 

Northern Bobwhite 2 l 1 9  1 2  6 2 l 30 

l[Chubr (in IA)] (2] tn IA [2] 
American Coo� I 1 J O  70 I I  7 
K1!1deer I 1 I 4 5 

Conunon Snipe 2 I 3 l l l l l 
American Woodcock l dd 

Bonoparte's Gull 2 

Ring-bi I led Gull l 689 l 1 44 1 49 2 68 6 20 2 1 8 52 280 4 1 28 1 0 1 4  

f;erring Gull 4 1 0 22 359 89 701 32 1 7  4 he 1 3  1 244 1 1 84 1 4 1  
'rhayer's Gull 1 2 
keland Gull I '  1 • 3 
GiJ.ucous Gull l l l 6 

Great Black-backed Gull 1 3 
gull sp. 343 

Rock Dove 60 1 2  498 6 1  1 4  208 42 1 6 1 0  532 74 89 1 82 696 79 66 1 8  84 .)7 3 87 1 4  

MoWTiing Dove 66 1 7  83 227 256 1 79 677 he 1 2 1 386 1 56 205 3 1 6  1 43 108 1 75 1 35 282 245 52 

['astern Screech-Owl s 3 4 2 2 7 27 2 s 2 I 6 I 1 3 
Great Homed Owl 7 4 1 7  9 1 8  4 1 3  I 7 7 8 3 4 2 2 2 6 

Barred Owl l 4 5 3 7 3 3 9 7 2 4 5 l l 

Lon�-eared Owl 1 2 2 1 I cw 
Short-eared Owl 1 1 cw 
Northern Saw-whet Owl 1 I 
Belted Kingfisher I 3 3 3 3 6 8 2 5 1 1  6 7 3 1 3 8 4 1 0  

Red-headed Woodpecker 1 2 4 9 1 9  5 3 30 he 38 2 1 2  2 6 6 1 2 2 l 
Red-bellied Woodpecker 1 5 1 3  1 8  24 6 3 3  30 5 7 3 3  29 57 88 2 1  1 9  2 2  52 24 54 62 68 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker l 1 3 3 cw 2 cw l 

Downy Woodpecker 23 1 9  2 7  4 1  3 72 58 1 44 60 70 1 25 97 66 1 4  5 4  48 48 80 74 1 03 

Hairv Woodpecker 5 4 1 1  6 l 23 1 0  1 8  1 3  2 1  30 1 5  5 4 I I  1 3 8 J O  1 6  1 9  

Northern Flicker 5 1 3  7 1 7 4 1 0  4 4 25 1 7  6 6 3 5 8  1 4 49 3 28 

Pilea<ed Woodpecker I 4 he 3 6 2 4 I I  22 l 2 I 1 1 1  

Homed Lark 46 66 9 86 7 1 6  2 1 0 60 89 68 426 22 1 9  446 68 293 9 1 9  

Blue Jay 52 1 0  124 1 1 5  3 1 5 8 76 1 84 5 5  1 03 1 90 1 7 8  7 1  6 7  1 23 1 52 85 1 06 1 0 1  1 63 

American Crow 224 84 269 1 67 1 8  627 1 32 1 1 39 1 78 9 1  55000 h 8687 320 88 1 090 1 27 747 249 1 629 433 
Black-capped Chickadee 59 42 46 64 8 1 59 83 390 l l 7  1 7 5  l 8 60 142 105 95 1 69 237 1 5 0  

Carolma Chickadee 1 62 1 7 4  40 

Tufted Titmouse 1 1  I I  5 1 2  24 23 8 l  40 45 ] 53 ]96 25 1 9  33 28 52 78 70 5 5  

Red-breasted Nuthatch 2 l 
White-breasted Nuthatch 20 1 2  8 3 2  4 44 44 1 09 50 70 1 05 1 27 25 40 44 1 2  1 3  66 54 79 

Brown Creeper 4 2 1 2  1 2  9 4 1  1 4  5 48 he 2 1 3 8  3 0 3 6 1 4  1 8  1 2  

Carolina Wren 2 5 4 4 1 7  44 2 1  2 1 6  8 6 20 22 

House Wren 1 • 

Winter Wren I l 3 I cw l 8 he I 2 3 2 l l 

Marsh Wren 1 • 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 2 7 1 1  3 2 1 7  3 4 I .j 1 .j 1 0  

Ruby-crowned Kinglet l 5 
Eastern Blue.bird 3 1 I 2 1  2 7  4 4 5 I 3 6 
Hrnrnt Thrush l 1 



• 

Illinois '96 Christmas North/Central Counts 

Northern I Central 

SPECIES WTPN PRIN VANP SCIIA SAVA CLIA PC IA DA IA ANDU MU IA MFRV FGPR CHAM HMWD BLOM CLLK DECA CHlL PEOR CHAU TOTAL 
American Robm I I I I 5 I 3 4 5 I 3 7 6 
Gray Catbird I I 
Northern Mockingbird I I 4 2 3 
Cedar \Vai.::wlng 1 4  8 73 26 4 34 1 7  7 27 37 
Northern Shrike I I 1 8  
Lo�erhead Shrike I 
European Starling 405 1 68 1241 287 935 803 2688 775 2647 953 1 639 3 1 1 3  1 83 472 1 004 3437 1 257 4459 638 
Yellow-rumoed Warbler 1 9 hc I 8 I 2 
Northern Cardinal 42 38 1 49 1 44 I O  2 1 9  1 5 1  395 1 34 266 1 67 153 417 38 1 2 1  1 85 1 5 6  1 80 1 74 2 1 7  
Eastern Towhee 2 2 
American Tree Sparrow 142 89 405 877 82 471 429 925 342 740 540 1 24 398 48 545 6 1 1 1 52 283 1 07 530 
Field Sparrow 2 2 1 5  he 2 I 42 I 

Savannah Sparrow I 2 I 
Fox Sparrow I 2 I I 
Song Soarrow 1 9  2 1 6  1 1  I 29 27 1 1 4 46 39 1 54 49 1 44 3 1 7  84 56  25 47 30 
Swamp Soarrow 1 0  2 4 4 32 I I 64 1 4  1 1  ; 20 1 8  6 I 7 
White-throated Sparrow 1 8  I 2 2 1 2 20 2 5 3 0  1 1  50 2 1  18  26 23 1 9  J 
Vv'hite-crowned Sparrow 4 50 I 8 2 I 3 3 29 3 
Dark-eyed Junco 1 85 225 5 1 3  747 120 433 3 1 8  650 3 5 1  703 975 493 605 267 394 430 he 200 534 548 553 

Ore.2:on form 2 I 
sparrow sp 1 0  

Lapland Longspur 37 50 3 26 9 3 147 I 677 1 0  
Snow Bunting 32 27 8 82 I 
Red-winged Blackbird I 2 55 457 1 I 2 7 43 2 200 2592 
Eastern hieadowlark I I 49 he 2 

meadowlark sp 2 5 
Rusty Blackbird I 1 3 6 
Common Grackle 2 5 3 50 2 cw I 89 1 4 2 29 503 
Brown-headed Cowbird 8 5 8 65 75 1 8  5 522 4 I 8 26 45 1 0  

blackbird sp 1 40 
Purple Finch 20 2 I 7 4 1 7  3 1 9  3 4 6 79 I 2 5 3 I 1 7  

House Finch 74 I l l  44 69 120 330 he 401 he 20 1 85 94 73 4 1 9  4 1  108 1 2  47 29 97 3 
Red Crossbill 58 
Common Redpoll  1 •  z• 7 

Pine Siskin 2 1 6 2 I 
American Goldfinch 35 2 1  22 1 0 1  1 1 7 153  20 1 46 1 28 254 70 1 54 1 6  69 67 73 1 42 72 1 95 
House Sparrow 1 5 1  209 624 1 437 850 1 326 1 840 1 287 2269 559 381  2942 3 1 7  308 1 1 83 866 1 266 1 289 539 
Eurasian Tree Sparrow 45 he 365 

Total Species 41 39 52 42 20 67 60 73 46 54 76 58 60 43 55 75 76 62 57 77 
Total Individuals 2220 33 1 4  5269 4849 433 8008 6016 18296 4800 9525 261963 13713 1 1398 2246 7921 11679 10731 9289 18473 50813 



Illinois '96 Christmas Central/South Counts 
I Central I South I 

S"""its CRLK SPFD RUSH MERE WMER QUIN LINC BIRD KASK BALK RDLK JACK CROR CYCR CALK UNION HSLK COLL WRBV PEMR ELSA TOTALS 

Common Loon I I r I ---- -- -----
Pied-billed Grebe 44 he 2 24 7 47 cw 4 2 I \ 7 1  

Homed Grebe I I I 3 
American \Vhite Pelican 3 3 

Double-c.restcd Cormorant 2 \ 5 1 0  I ' 9\ 

INeotropic Cormorant i• NC, rr I 

Gre3t Blee Heron 3 0  4 8 1 8  2 ' 4 27 162 llC 22 83 8 62 84 78 44 1 0  3 5  5 877 -
'Tundr3 S\van 3 •  1 • I 49 

Mute Swan 7 6 4 3\ 7 

Gn:ater \Vhite-fronted Goose \ nc · 600 HC cw 22 205 he 7• 847 

Snow Goose 2 3085 500 542 64 1 5505 250 7000 he 20000 he I 850 53394 HC 1 0 1 240 

Ross' Goose 3 •  16 HC 13 rn 36 

Crrnada Goose 406 3650 367 \50 91 5 1 1 497 302 820 763 4000 I \40 25000 4308 52 1 9000 23000 1 674 1455 2244 44 270530 

Wood Duck 4 3 2 2 9 25 2 \ 00 

Green-winged Teal 8 2 24 I 2 l 26 25 I 8 2 1  1 4 9  

American Black Duck 356 13 85 I 35 50 94 53 71 he 2 12 6 2786 

Mollard 1 0255 2000 1 5  2 1  357 27 1 76 1 97 i 3 1 2  I 463 674 13532 4900 4600 960 1 344 346 20 2425 \ 6  -
Northern Pintail 1 3 i l cw cw 285 364 3 39 3 7 1 8  

Northern Shovele� \ 8 5 61 CW 1 4  75 25 I 42 25 I 267 

Gadwoll 3 108 3 5 1  27 J 9  ' 46 CW 4 3 5 1  70 I 1 5  354 1409 

American Wigeon I 1 3  2 CW 74 24 ' 1 0  3 0  1 85 

Canvasback 2 2 \ 9  5 cw cw 60 9 9 1 23 

Redhead l 6 3 I ' 27 c-·- I Ring-necked Duck I I 5 7 30 9 1 67 24 4 4 1 3  c-----
Greater Scaup 2 cw 38 

�..sor Scaup 29 3 24 66 289 cw 8 1 7  6 I 20 I 4 1  894 

sea.up sp I 60 \ 5  735 

Q!.<!s_uaw 3 2 46 

'Wtme-wmged Scoter 3 I 3 
SurfScotior I I 2 

£o� Goldenere 350 93 438 64 CW 29 ! 9 he I \ 5 5  1 6  1 29 32 5253 

Buffidmid 1 1  2 1 4  1 9  6 7 1  cw cw I 1 0  288 

Hooded MerRanser 1 7  I 2 7 305 CW 1 5  4 l I 485 

Common Mesanser JO 100 9 297 he 23 2 5 29 I 40 8296 

R•d-brea.-ted Merganser cw I 3 2 2 236 

merganser sp 1 0  I 2 1  

Ruddy Duck 5 \ 1 4  24 7 53 \ I D  -
I _:!,uck sp 2 58 

Black Vulture I 60 cw I 30 90 

Turkey Vulture 3 43 I 42 2 35 1 5 6  

Bald Eagle 62 99 49 3 1 1  he 4 3 9 33 6 3 43 73 2 5 272 20 \ 857 

3du!ts 36 62 39 1 34 2 4 J O  5 3 27 40 ! 1 4 1 29 1 7  \ 058 --
immatures 26 37 9 1 73 3 I 5 22 J 1 5  30 1 1 1 43 I 755 

unknown I I 4 I I I 3 2 45 

Northc:m Harner 1 4  3 2 I 2 4 I 4 3 I 77 6 20 he i 23 I 4 2 1  3 295 

Shorn-ihinncd Hawk I I 2 I I 2 2 2 1 3 2 4 5 2 I 2 2 83 

�er's Hawk I I 2 2 4 I I 2 2 I I I 5 I 2 I 125 

a�p1ter sp. 3 l l 9 

Red-shouldered Hawk I 2 2 he 3 7 9 6 1 9  2 8 63 

Red-tailed Hawk 37 2\ 1 3  20 29 40 3 1  2 1  4 34 33 42 45 92 23 73 40 30 67 4 6  1 3  2072 

Rouoh-leooed Hawk 3 2 I 3 I 5 J 2 I 94 
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<:n.....; .. 

Goicien Easz.le 
Amc::rican Keslrei 
Me::-!i:i 

Peregrine ?a.icon 
fi.2wk sp 

.Ring-&<ked ?hea;ant 
Wild Turko::!'. 
Nol1he:m Bobwhite 
!American Coot 
Ki!lcieer 
Cami-non Sniee 

AmeriC!lll Woodcock 

BoDllilll1'.lo'• Gull 

Ring-billed Gull 
Herrin• Gull 

T�ayer's Gull 

Lesser Black-backed Gull 

gull Sp 
Rock Dove 

Band-tailed Pi&tOD 
Mourrung Dove 
Eastern Screech-Owl 

� Homed Owl 
Snowy Owl 
Barred Owl 
L=g-eirred Owl 

Short-eared Owl 
Northern Saw-whet Owl 
Befil<l Klngf1Sher 
Red-headed Woodoecker 
Red-bellied Woodpecker 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 
Downy Woodpecker 

Hairv Woodoecker 

Northern Flicker 

Red-shafted Flicker form 
Pilcatcd Woodpecker 

Eastern Phoebe 

Homed Lark 

Blue Jay 

American Crow 
Black-caoped Chickadee 
Carolina Chickadee 

Tufted Titmouse 
Red-breasted Nuthatch 

White-breasted Nuthatch 

Brown Creeoer 

Carolina Wren 
House Wren 
Wimer Wren 

CRLK 
1 inun 

1 6  
1 dd 

5 

5 

29 

1 
2 

1 3  

1 4 1  

4 

5 

I 
44 

47 

1 1  

1 7  

3 

42 

41 

545 

82 

53 

44 
13 

1 5  

Central 
SPFD RUSH MERE 

1 8  6 7 

cw 

4 

46 

12 1 4  1 3  

24 

J OO 

868 6 1 5  

25 4 

cw 

1 80 3 3 

I NC 
ph,vt 
508 1 9  I 79 

3 I 
9 1 

6 2 

10 I 

1 1  1 3  

91 1 2  3 3  

1 2 

1 1 0 2 1  3 7  

1 5  4 

5 1  8 2 

8 I 
cw 

7 3 6 

245 4 1  43 

770 1 1 2 3721 

222 64 66 

139 51  38 

2 1 

62 27 20 

3 1  8 

61 he 3 27 

1 I 

Illinois '96 Christmas 

WMER QUIN LINC BIRD KASK BALK 

9 36 1 3  ! 3 1  8 1 4  

1 

1 6  

I cw 4 

23 4 1 1  3 25 

I I 3 1 7  1 8  

4 

2 

1 45 4 338 

4 I 6 

I 
209 90 1 87 23 62 

I 
1 40 205 325 3 6 1  5 7  48 

6 I 

23 3 2 2 

9 I 8 3 4 

1 

1 1 

I 

6 7 2 I 

1 0  9 27 21 4 6 

60 49 60 34 7 1 7  

I 

1 44  62 30 52 5 23 

32 1 0  2 1 1  I 7 

6 1 4  1 1  1 9  2 10 

8 6 1 3 8 

1 2  21 1329 427 45 

144 126 I 1 8  246 3 1  20 

4 1 77 1 20 422 1 90 20 86 

1 77 80 37 
55 1 53 1 6  55 

65 37 76 1 26 1 4  5 1  

I 3 

1 1 0 41 26 48 3 21 

I 35 I I I 7 1 
5 1 4  5 23 20 

1 

Central/South Counts 

South I 
RDLK JACK CROR CYCR CALK UNION BSLK COLL WRBV PEMR ELSA TOTALS 

1 ad. 2 4 

24 35 21 39 22 70 he 54 32 5 8  I 7 7 I 128 

2 

5 

I I 2 4 l 7 

I I I 475 

1 7  1 2  3 154 I 46 5 372 

1 6  4 43 60 1 2  22 1 5  9 3 8  430 

4 33 55 cw 1 3  I I 5 1  I 3 1039 

I I I 5 I I  35 3 2 79 >-·---
3 I I 27 

1 2 

3 I 123 

2365 2 1  5745 67 5277 1 67 1 66 566 7 2 1 9  3325 34391 

56 ' 245 6 I 7 I 7 6 13261 

1 1 1  

2 

60 1 5 1 5  

60 2 1 2  23 1 0  1 1 9 1 1 1  26 271 23 30 43 1 7073 

I 
1 77 183 75 572 53 324 554 194 208 132 25 10540 

2 9 3 4 3 9 4 1 89 

2 7 4 3 5 4 19 he 4 4 354 

cw 1 6  

1 1 0  1 4 5 9 9 I 8 2 1 63 

3 he 1 26 

I 1 3  I 1 46 

I 3 
5 1 3  2 2 3 1 2  1 8  6 5 4 264 

1 9  34 1 6  76 1 6  54 43 5 7 I I  640 

22 85 40 67 34 1 70 179 27 47 90 1 8  25 1 3  

1 4 1 3  7 2 1 1 49 

1 9  84 he 29 78 35 207 276 he 37 27 59 9 4349 

7 8 5 2 1  1 3  47 74 he 3 I I  1 4  840 

23 43 3 1  60 8 142 248 1 9  66 25 2 I 188 

1 1 

2 28 i 4 27 61 68 hc 4 26 1 9  4 350 ---
2 

169 42 19 143 6 1  84 339 26 1 5  26 5 1 64 

147 1 82 261 1 5 8  1 03 1 7 6  1 5 8  4 7  84 4 1  48 6070 

169 1 96 236 1 7 1  1 1 1  280hc 1 1 4 I 1 36 485 222 48 304792 

42 I l l  64 7918 

84 354 69 201 94 268 452 1 4  1 04  2295 

64 291 69 1 68 60 2 1 5  306 26 1 23 94 85 3389 

2 2 2 3 I 2 I 70 

14 82 1 0  6 3  1 9  146 122 8 40 57 1 2  2832 

9 4 2 4 1 3  4 6  3 8  9 J O  6 1 891 

13 58 he 27 33 20 1 78 3 1 2  he 1 6  46 32 8 I 1 1 9  

2 

I 2 1 5 I 27 29 I 5 3 1 1 3 



'-' 
0 
0 

SoK!s 

C-o�den-crowned Kinglet 
Ruby-crown«! Kingl<l 
Si.stem Bluebird 

Eermit Thrush 

.American Robin 

Northerr: Mockingbird 

Brnwn ThJasher 
American PiPit 
U:dar Wax.winR 
Logg"h...d Shrike 
Europoean Stm:ling 
Ycllow-nim11md Warbler 

E'iine Warbler 
No�Jlern Cardinal 

ITnc!ligo Bunting 
Es.stern Towhee 

SlJo!te<l Towhee 
AmeriCllll Tree Spllrnlw 
!Field Sparrow 

S2vannah Sparrow 

Le Conte's Soarrow 

'Fox Sparrow 

Song Sparrow 

Lincoln's Sparrow 

Swamp Sparrow 

wrute-throated Sparrow 

White-crowned Sparrow 

Dark..-vtt! Junco 

� Junco fonn 

Lapland Longspur 

Snow Bnntin,g 

spa'Tow so .. 

Red-winged Blackbird 

Eastern Meadowlark 

Western Meadowlark 

meadowlark sp, 
Yellow-beaded Blackbird 
Rusty Blackbird 

blackbird sp. 

Conunon Grackle 

Brown-headed Cowbird 

Pllrplc Finch 

House Finch 

Red Crossbill 

Pine Siskin 

American Goldfinch 

House Sparrow 

Eurasian Tree Sparrow 

Tota/ "JH!CU!s 
Total individuals 

CRLK 

I J  

5 

7 i 
! 

J 028 

6 

2 1 8  

467 

J 

44 

5 

J 3  

588 

47 

82 

I 
I 

! 
1 0  

6 

323 

374 

437 

63 

16042 

Central I 
SPFD RUSH MERE 

6 I 
1 

2 3 6 I 

1 4  I J 
1 0  4 

25 2 1 6  

1 2 J 6  I J 5  423 

J 

24 1 109 1 1 2  

I 

1 91 J 8  84 

2 

J 

42 I 76 

2 1 0  

2 3  1 7  

I J 6  3 

35 l 60 1 77 

134 25 

I 

I 
I I 

9 129 49 

7 4 

6 1 6  

86 32 2 

cw-2 

203 2 1 5  44 

989 373 244 I 
4 1  42 581 

84 l 39 58 

13597 1 965 6919 I 

Illinois ' 9 5  Christmas 

I I 
WMER QUIN LINC BIRD KASK BALK 

4 2 1 I 
1 

I I 5 6 26 4 9 

4 I 5 9 4 

2 1 8  2 J O  
1 

1 5  

1 J 5 1 

1376 697 2 1 05 2287 288 1 594 

326 1 6 1  269 3 1 4  44 106 

I I 

1 5 1 2  143 J OO 39 2 29 

1 5  30 

3 

I 4 

95 38 54 15 32 

I 
21 2 5 2 5 

2 8 3 J I  3 9 J  

2 3 1 6  2 3 

1220 2 1 3  984 361  80 2 1 0  

1 

1 

20 

35 l J  I 26 J 2  

3 29 7 

48  

52 9 

3 1630 

2 1 64 1 822 

56 48 2 

4 1 1 4  

4 8  he 103 I O I  J 26 1 6  

8 

140 1 45 1 35 67 2 1 37 

1 948 472 1 041 940 1 06 139 

9 1  he 3 1  I 
62 48 47 66 30 64 

12554 4633 8 1 1 7  7107 1552 13763 

Central/South Counts 
South 

RDLK J�CK CROR CYCR CALK UNION HSLK CQT.T WRBV PEMR ELSA TOTALS 

28 38 J 7 36 20 60 45 2 60 5 468 

5 J 8  22 2 55 

30 92 65 75 4 1 54 J 92 he 8 238 24 J 026 

3 3 3 6 1 9  

5 4J 4 3 6 55 47 1 0  5 6  6 J 732 

5 36 J 7  36 2 1 3  31  7 28 8 241 

J 5 2 2 I 1 I 3 

23* 23 

J 1 25 7 1 5  J 9  1 3  1 5  1 5  2258 

2 5 1 1 0  5 1 7 7 J 48 

4 1 832 2289 J 040 I 4255 203 1 677 881  2041 J 93 1  1 698 8 1 6  1 32J 62 

9 1 7  3 66 66 1 3  226 

I I' 1 • 2 

1 84 486 23 1 5 1 6  233 551  777 1 2 7  290 I 209 95 12232 

I 1* 1 • 2 

3 ! 5 1 0  6 cw 5 25 8 I 72 

I I nc 3 

66 28 39 247 1 06 1 20 42 I 27 I 1 0  89 19490 

3 1 2  7 1 4  9 44 J l J  93 41 1 

2 I 3 32 he 46 4 J 99 

1 J 2 

2 3 2 J 2  2 l 36 I 3 8 1  

98 204 42 306 96 372 503 41 I 84 1 2 1  421 9  

2 ud 3 

56 36 1 I 53 I 1 6  285 J56 6 24 I J O J  
84 J3J  76 228 J 9  740 J498 he 3 8  J23 1 65 6 39 1 9  

9 75 2 1 36 3 147 he 36 I 58  30 696 

338 574 679 I 434 271 658 1 1 52 1 1 4 700 345 53 3 1 466 

1 9 

6 7 38 47 7 1  540 2 J 8 1 4  

209 

38 

42000 1 6 J 2  1 8687 J 22 1 2  40J 900 1 0000 3 J 2  1070 J 1 876 l J 4363 

26 30 8 1  385 4 94 3 1 6  he 1 0  74 53 � 
2 2 

I 57 

1• 2 

29 6 32 4 460 3 I 798 

1 675 1 0928 3 1 1 1 00 82 1 5568 

1 000000 4080 1 9509 2 1 038 8 2 1 1 2500 273 2737 1450 2 I 057308 

7600 6 : 4234 1691  1 5  370 2500 44 ' 327 l 20867 

1 0  1 8  cw 7 8 I 6 321 

51 245 56 589 525 53 140 45 144 i O  28 8202 

59 

57 

63 302 60 132  1 370 HC 382 565 49 25 1 23 4 1  9242 

1 95 25 1 49 163 857 1 70 3 1 3  2 1 4  67 691 250 46857 

25 I 3 J 2  4 1 974 

81 77 82 85 73 94 94 73 8 1  72 38 

1 101770 15315 81209 77278 26332 j 41608 75440 10133 13993 75194 5167 



< 
0 
-

z 
0 
r •• ;..; 

Summary of All-Time High Counts from Illinois Christmas Bird Counts 

by Da\'id B .  Johnson 

The fol lowing updated counts were compared with Bohlen'  s 

( 1 977 )  and Rob i nson ' s  ( l  990) preYious ly  publ i shed accounts or al l ­

t ime h igh counts  for species recorded on I l l i n o i s  Christmas B ird 

Counts . Refer to B o h l en and Robi nson for i n rormation on methodol­

ogy . Ali  species on th i s  l i s t  have been recorded in I l l i nois .  Any 

addit ions or deletions in the last 20 years ha\'e been apprm ed by the 

I l l inois  Orn i thological  Records Com mi ttee. Count names arc the 

National Audubon Society' s Chri stmas B i rd Count names. When 

necessary, the four-character abbre\·i aLions o r  the count n ames are 

those used i n  thi s journal . 
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Highest Number of individuals recorded within an Illinois Christmas Bird Count Circle � 

t:3 
SPECIES NUMilER COUNT NAME YEAR (l9-) SPECIES NUMBER COUNT NAME YEAR ( 19-) 

R�ddy Duck 225 Chautauqua NWR S7 Great Black-backed Gull 4 Calumet City-Sand Ridge 81 
Bi.ack Vultu!'e JOO Cypress Creek 93 Mew Gnll Davenport, IA (but in IL) 93 
Turkey Vulture 236 Cypress Creek 94 Black-legged Kittiwake Waukegan 87 
Osprey Lake County 63 Ivory Gull 1 Chicago Urban 9 1  
3ald Eagle 327 Pere Marquette Park 88 Rock Dove 9,000 Chicago Urban 83 
Nort11em Harrier 73 Cypress Creek 94 Band-tailed Pigeon I Springfield 96 
Sha..rp-shinned Hi!wk 13 Pere Marquene Park so Mourning Dove 1,438 Bird Haven Sanctuary-Olney 76 
Cooper' s Hawk ! 4  Fermilab--Batavia 9S Common Ground-Dove I Union County 8 1  
Northern Goshawi<: Barrington 73 Barn Owl 6 Cypress Creek 93 
Red-shouldered Hawk 33 Horseshoe Lake 83 Eastern Screech-Owl 5 1  Evanston North Shore 87 
Red-tailed Hawk 1 84 Schapvi lle 94 Great Homed Owl 52 Beverly 84 
Rough-leggod Hawk 73 De Kalb 71 Snowy Owl 8 Calumet City-Sand Ridge 8 1  
Fem.iginous Hawk Cr:tne Lake-Sangamon 81 Barred Owl 35 Horseshoe Lake 87 
Goiden Eag]e 4 Union Cmmty 73 Long-eared Owl 38 Rockford 6 1  
American Kestrei 1 1 1  Cypress Creek 94 Short-eared Owl 1 9  Cypress Creek 94 
Merlin Pere Marquene Park 42 Northern Saw-whet Owl 3 Kishwaukee 95 
Peregrine Falcon 4 Chicago Lakefront 95 Belted Kingfisher 28 Forest Glen Preserve 65 
Prairie Falcon 84; 85; 86; 87; 88;92 Red-headed Woodpecker 738 Cypress Creek 94 
Gray Partridge 41  Freeport 84 Red-bellied Woodpecker 3 5 1  Union County 83 
Ring-necked Pheasant 619 Thom Creek-Park Forest 74 Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 77 Union County 76 
Ruffed Grouse 4 Union County 86 Downy Woodpecker 374 Union Couoty 83 
Greater Prairie·Chicken 65 Bird Haven Sanctuary-Olney 53 Hairy Woodpecker 109 Cypress Creek 94 
Wild Turkey 320 Schapville 94 Black-backed Woodpecker 2 Rockford 65 
Northern Bobwhite 416 Chillicothe 74 N orthem Flicker 291 Cypress Creek 94 
King Rail I Chi llicothe 67 Pileated Woodpecker 133 Union County 86 
Virginia Rail 4 Waukegan 92 Least Flycatcher l Crane Lake-Sangamon 74 
Sora Rantoul; CROR; Joliet, WMER 1 2; 88; 89,94 Eastern Phoebe 3 Horseshoe Lake 86 
Common Moorhen Waukegan; CALU 75; 86;93;94 Say's Phoebe I Mermet; Beverly 67; 79 
American Coot 2,500 Union County 93 Homed Lark 5,000 Urbana 57 
Sandhill Crane 70 McHenry 94 Tree Swallow I Joliet 84 
Black-bellied Plover I Calumet City-Sand Ridge 74 Barn Swallow 2 Murphysboro SS 
!01ldeer 467 Horseshoe Lake 93 Blue Jay 1,158 Meredosia Island 85 
Greater Yellowiegs 3 Rend Lake 94 Black-billed Magpie I Barrington 74 
Lesser Yellowlegs 3 Rend Lake 94 American Crow 255,000 Middle Fork River Valley 96 
Spotted Sandpiper Bird Haven Sanctuary-Olney 92 Fish Crow 3 Horseshoe Lake 9 1  
Sanderling I Calumet City-Sand Ridge 79 Black-capped Chickadee 1,061 Evanston North Shore 83 
Least Sandpiper 1 6  Rend Lake 94 Carolina Chickadee 676 Union County 83 
Pectoral Sandpiper Chillicothe 80 Tufted Till!louse 470 Hon;eshoe Lake 83 
Purple Sandpiper Waukegan 61 Red-breasted Nuthatch 1 88 Crab Orchard NWR 76 
Dunlin Pere Marquette Park; Waukegan 66; 88 White-breasted Nuthatch 245 Union County 83 
Whirnbrel Morrison 47 Brown Creeper 1 1 0  Rockford 95 
Common Snipe 65 Mermet 66 Rock Wren I Horseshoe Lake 75 
American Woodcock Peoria 70 Carolina Wren 3 1 2  Horseshoe Lake 96 
Pornarine Jaeger Crab Orchard NWR 83 Bewick's Wren 2 03; 04; 06; 50; 5 1 ;  52; 56 
Parasitic Jaeger Chicago Lakefront 74 House Wren 4 Horseshoe Lake 85 
Laughing Gui! Chautauqua; Springfield 8 1 ;  86; 87 Winter Wren 38 Union County 87 
Franklin's Gull Springfield 3 7  Sedge Wren 2 Pere Marquene Park, CROR 72; 87 
Little Gull 4 Chicago Lakefront 80 Marsh Wren 2 E. St. Louis; HSLK, JOLI; SPFD S2; 83; 84 

� Bonaparte's Gull l ,000 Waukegan 42 Golden-crowned Kinglet 206 Evanston North Shore 74 

l"D Ring-billed Gull 20,000 Carlyle Lake 93 Ruby-crowned Kinglet 53 Crab Orchard NWR 76 
� Herring Gull 1 0,890 Peoria 79 Eastern Bluebird 1 99 Union County 94 
0... Thayer's Gull 7 Waukegan 87;94 Townsend's Solitaire LISL , W AUK, KISH 59,95,96 0 Iceland Gull l 52; 56; 84; 85; 87; 88; 89 Swainson�s TI1rush I W. Mercer County,EVNS 65;93 � Lesser Black-backed Gull 3 Calumet City-Sand Ridge 91 Hermit Thrush 35 Horseshoe Lake 87 -
� Glaucous Gull I D  Calumet City-Sand Ridge 93 Wood Thrush l Pere Marquette Park 76 ...., -"' 





BIRD F INDING GUIDE 

Eagle Watching 
at Lake Chautauqua in Winter 

L ake Chautauqua, a backwa­
ter of  Lhe J l l i nois R i ver Chautauqua 

N alional Wi ld l ife Refuge (4,488 acres, 
40 mi les  southwest of Peoria, I l l inois)  

attracts many b i rd species at a l  I sea­
sons .  B u t  in my opi n ion ,  it is the 
presencc ofoverwi nteri ng Ba ld Eagles 

thal makes winter the most i nterest­
ing season for bi rcli ng here. B al d  

Eagles are rel iab ly present i n  v arying 
numbers from late October through 

March,  with n u m bers usual ly highest 

in  J anuary . I nteract ions among the 
eagles and olher overwi n teri ng bi rcls 

present cxc i li n g  scenes thal  i n v i te 
speculal ions on the moti vat ions be­

hind their behaviors and generate 
admiralion for bi rds that can endur e  
t h e  s o m e l i m es extre m e l y  h a r s h  
weather conditi ons .  

As  long as  

there i s  an ex­

panse o f  open 
waler on Lake 

Chautauqua, a great 
many w aterfowl of several 
spec ies wi l l  be prescnl .  Most of 

them are o ften Com mon Mergansers ,  
but many Common Golclcncycs a s  

wel l  as Mal lards may be present .  Oc­
cas iona l ly  there may be 13uffleheads. 
Greal B l ue Herons  can usually be 

seen in addi tion to l arge num bers or 

Ri ng-bi l l ed G ulls ,  wh ich  may he fly­

i ng about p ick i ng smal l  fi sh ( most ly  
gizzard s had) l'ro 111  the water or staml·  
ing i n  groups on lhc ice .  A scan ol ' lhc 
g u l l  flock s usua l l y  y i e l ds a few Her­
r i ng C i u l  l s .  

T h e  mergansers J'i ncl a ready 

source or food in the abu ndant giz­
zard shad that somel imes die in large 
nu mbers due to their low Lolcrance for 

very cold w ater. Bald E:igles are a l so 
heav i ly  dependent upon Lhcse shad 

as a main loml source, and can readi ly 

be seen flying over open waters in  
search or l'i sh ;  many, however, .s im­

ply s tand on Lhe  ice  or  perch i n  trees, 

apparen lly watch ing the ducks for 

signs of sick or weak i ncli v iduals ;  

at tacks by Lhc eagles ,  though,  are rare. 
The Mal lards tend to stay in close­

kn i t  flocks e i ther in Lhe water or stand­

ing  on Lhe ice .  If an eagle fl ies over 
the Mal l ards, the ent i re flock m ay 
take fl ight .  D iv ing  ducks, for ex­

ample, mergansers, appear un troubled 

by the eagles,  even i f  the eagles fly 

d i rect ly  over at a low al t i tude. 

/ 

A dult Buld L'oglc dnming />y 8rion 

f( Willis. 

B y  Thomas V .  Lcrczak 

Even though food may appear to 
be readily available, eagles can be 

observed s tealing food from each other 

and from other species. Once, for 
example, 1 witnessed a large dead fish 
(probably a common carp or bigmouth 
buffalo) pass ownership among sev­

eral cl i fferen l  eagles over Lhe course 
of an hour. Gul ls ,  which also steal 

food from other gu l l s ,  normally main­
tain :i respectab le  d i stance from the 
form idable eagles .  

O t h e r  w i n t e r  b i r d s  at  t h e  

Chau lauqua refuge i ncl ude American 
Crows that fly about  over the lake and 

along the r iver in search of whatever 

they can scavenge-most likely de::td 

fi s h .  Tn l ate fall and early winter, 
Northern Harriers palrol Lhc lake back 

and forth in search of prey . Rccl­
tai led Hawks may some.Limes be found 
perching in  trees along the peri meter 
of the l ake, or soari ng along wi Lh the 
eag les by l ate morning.  Surrounding 

the lake i s  a narrow strip of Corest 

and low shrubs thal may y ield 
m ixed flocks of  S wamp 

Sparrows, American and 
Euras ian Tree S par­

rows, Song Sparrows, 
and Dark-eyed Jun­
cos .  In t h e  fores l  

t h e  loosely  aggregated 
wi nler foraging flocks moving among 

Lhc trees in search of food may i n­
c l  ude B l ac k -capped C h i ckadee.s ,  
W h i te-breasted Nuthalche.s, Tufted 
T i tm ice,  Downy, Hairy, and Reel-bel ­

l i ed Woodpeckers, and i f  you wail  

Meadowlark 



l ong enough.  a P i l ealed Woodpecker. 

Soari ng eag les  arc a com 111011 s ight  

above lhe oppos i te r iver bl u lls v i s i b l e  

:l .5 mi les  di s lan L across l h c  r·u l l  e x ­

panse 0 1· the  l l l i n o i s  R i ver Va l l ey .  

I I " Lake Chau tauqua  rreezes. t he  

ducks  move to olher areas i 1 1  .sc;ll"ch of  

open water. M osl  or  the  eagle .s a l so 

1rnive to olher areas, bu l  1 1 1a 11y 111ay 

st i l l  be round perc h i ng i n  lrccs a long 

the  I l l i no i s  R i ver.  Eve11 011 l hc coldest 

sub1.ero days, though.  w i l h  lhc  wind 

scn:�am i ng o il the l ake, a rcw lone  

eag les  may sti l l  be found s la 11cl i 11 g  on  

the ice,  .sto i ca l l y  enduri 1 1g lhe  Cu l l  

rorce o r  the  w i  11d and col d .  l l  i s  a 

mys tery why these i nd i v i du a l s  do nol  

rnove 0 11 lo areas o r  open water 

fou n d  0 11 l he  I l l i no i s  

R i ver. w h ich rarel y  

free z e s  e n t i r e l y  

ror ex tended pe­

r iods,  o r  lo lhc  

s h e l t er  or  a 

d a y l i 111 c 

p e rc h i n g 

a r e  a 

w i t h 

o l h e r  

eagles .  

B e  -

cause the 

lake m ay 

rreezc a1 1cl appear as b l eak 

as any arc t i c  l andscape. lhe best l i me 
lo v i s i t  Lake Chau tauqua fm eag les  

and overw i n teri ng ducks  i s  probably 

l ;1 tc l )cce mbe r to ea1·l y fom1a1 ·y, w h i l e  

there i .s s l i  1 1  some open w�1tcr. The 

easi est way to reach Lake Chautauqua 

i s  to l 1·avc l  to lhe [OWll  or  f l ;1 v a 1 1 '1 v ia  

U . S .  l (outc  1 3 <1 . a 1HI ro l l ow Lhe 

c 11 tr�1 11cc  gates .  A l  the hc�1d­

C J  uarler.s. maps and i 11 forrnal ion 011  

access Lo other parts o l' Lhe  refuge wi l l  

be avai l ab le  i n  addi L i o 1 1  Lo a 1ialurc 

L ra i l .  v i e w i ng p lat l'orms. and perma­

nen t l y  mounted spot l i ng  scopes. 

I flake Chautauqua i s  fro1.e11 w i Lh 

f'ew b i rds abou l .  there are several  ot her 

l l l i n ,i i s  R i ver backwater lakes nearby 

Eagle Identification Key 

w h i c h  11 1ay have open waler w i l h  wa·· 
lcrrowl  and eag les .  The.sc i nc l ude 

A 11 d c rs o 11 

L a k e .  

Rice Lake. 

a 11 d  S pr i n g  

Lake S tale Fi s h  

and W i ld l i l'c Areas. 

A l so. Ba ld  Eag les  can 

usual l y  be see11 perc h i n g  

i 1 1  trees a long most o r  L h e  

I l l i n o i s  R i v er s o u l h  o r  t h e  

Peoria area. Havana ' s  R i vcrrront  

Park. j ust  down ri v er and oppos i te 

the mouth o r  t he  S prnrn Ri v er. 

prov ides good v i ews  o l" t he  I l l i ­

no i s  R i ve r  as  we l l  a s  bei 11 g  

c lose l o  sou 1·ces o r· hot co r·­

r·ee-al l lrnugh lhe i 1 1teres l i  ng 

i nterp l ay among eag les .  c rows. 

g u l l s .  and walerr·owl  r ·ound al  lhe 

bac kwater  l akes w i l l  probab ly  be 

1 n i 11 i 1 1 1a l  or abse11t .  

1 11 my v i ew.  lhcrc 1 1 1 ; 1y not be a 

heller way Lo spend a cold w i n lcr  day 

L ha11 watch i n g  Ba ld  Eag les and Lry i ng 

to understaml the i r behav i or. 

- F ho111us V. Len ·::.uk 

/ 8 U/.  N. CR / (J / 5£ 

/-Ju 1 •u11u, IL (J2(Jc/.c/. 

I A  H ead and la i l wh i te .  body dark . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  go lo 2. 

I B Head and la i l  olher lha11 descri bed above . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  go lo 3 .  

2A Head and tai l pu re w h i le,  body ,J;i 1·k . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  i\du l t .  

2B Head aml  tai l d i rty w h i te  ( some dark feathers 1xese11 t ) . body 'b rk . . . . . . . . . T1·a11 s i t i on .  4 1 h  year. 

3A I-lead, body. and tai  I genera l l y  dark,  very I i  l1 l e  w h i te i 11 fcathe 1·s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I s l year. 

3 8  H ead and body has some ( or  too m u c h  wh i t e ) .  espec i a l l y  i n  be l l y area . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  g u  L o  4 .  

4A H eacl has hrow11  hood. be l l y :  w i ng covens very w h ite . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .?.ncl year .  

413 1-lcacl and lm:ast hrow11 : some w h i l e  rn1 be l l y :  

wi 1 1g  n1vc 1· L.-; w i 1 l 1  : 1  .'.cal 1 i : 1 · i 11g o f '  da1·k i 11 w h i le . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ... . . . . ... . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  :l l 'd ye�u- . 

Vol. 6, J\Jo. 3 1 0.5 



SEASONAL HIGHLIGHTS - Wi nter Sea son 1 996/ 1 997 

Clark's Nutcracker in Western Illinois 

A Cl ark ' s Nutcracker (Nucifi·ugu colu111/Ji1 111 u )  was 

seen l i v i ng,  and l ater /'ound dead, in Hancock County,  

western I l l i no i s .  I L  was fi rst seen at the  /'arn1 home or  

Br i lten and M artha Gray ( 9  m i l es easl o lTarthage 1 1  I i  no i s ,  

i n  sec  l ion  2 2  or  Hancock Townsh i p , Hancock Cou nty )  Oil 

27 December 19% when M arlha G ray rescued i l  from lhe 
jaws o f  a domesti c cal .  After the rescue, i t  h i d  u nder a 

parked truck, and then flew lo a tree where i l sal  l or aboul  

an hour .  The area near the home i nc l udes some l arge w h i le 

p i ne (Pinus stmhus) plantati ons,  swamp rorest, u p l an d  

forest, permanent pastu re,  and  gra i n fi e lds .  

The b i rd w as n ot seen aga i n  unt i l  i t  was  fou n d  dead 

Clurl- '.1· Nu1, · 1 ·u c 'ka i ln 1 1 1 ·i11g IJy Hriu11 fl'. Willi.1 . 

106 

�rncl so l i d l y  J'rozen on 13 January 1997 at t l1e same l ocation 

on  lhe lawn about 4 meters l'rom the h ouse, w i lh no 

obv ious  i nj ur ies . The fro7.en b i rd was d e l i vered lo Ed ancl 

Evelyn Franks on  14 J anuary 1997. l l  was l ater taken lo  

lhe Deparlmenl  of B i o l ogica l  Sc iences B ird Collect ion  at 

Western I l l i no i s  U n i vers i ty ,  Macomb, Curator Thomas 
Dunstan i n  turn sent  i l  to the Il l i nois  Stale Museum i n  

S pring fi eld as a more appropri ale depos i tory (specimen 
n umber 660433) . 

H .  Dav ie\ Bohlen prepared lhc bird and con firmed that 
i l  w as a female, with a mostly oss ified skul l .  The spec i men 

was in good condi t i o n ,  no l  no ti ceably dehydrated or 

Meadowlark 



decayed .  ll ex h i b i ted o n e  u n u s u a l  del'orm i ly . The 

lower m andib l e  prn l rn decl () mm beyond lhe lip ol '  l h c  

u 11 1!cr m an d i b le .  ;\ s l i gh l notch i n  t he l ower m a ml i blc .  as 

i i' formed by abra s i o n  l'rom lh c l i p  o f. the u pper 1mrn d i h l c .  

ind i cated lhal lhe protru s i on w a s  a l ong-t i me coml i l i o 1 J .  

The .spec i me n  we i ghed I .'i '.i  grams (.'i  . .'i o u 11 c c s ) .  had 

a tota l  l e ngth o l' 27.'i m m .  and a la i l  l e ngt h 0 1 ' 94 1 1 1 1 1 1 .  The 

sex w'1s l'emale,  as i ndicated by a w i 1 1g  c hmd o f ' 1 7 8 nm l .  

versus 1 80-202 m m  l'or m a l es ( Py l e  e t  a l . 1 98 7 ) .  The age 

at death was app rn x i m ate l y  8 months  ( i .e . .  h alchecl in t he 

.spri ng o f  1 990). as i nd icated hy lhc l esser seco n d ary w i ng 

co vens bc i 1 1 g a d i sti n ct l y  g l o s s i e r  b l ac k  lhan l h c  m i d d l e  

coverts w h i c h  were d u l l  b l ac k  with brown lips, a n d  '1 1. so a s  

i nd i c a lecl b y  lhe  d i 1lerence i n  l e n g t h  between lhc  i n ner­

most and ou termost rectr iccs .  These were on l y l) m rn .  

versus I .'i - 3 .'i  m m  for o l de r  b i rds ( Py l e  el  a l .  l lJ8 7 ) .  

T h e  norm a l  range o fl h i  s non-rnigralory spec i es corn c s  

a s  c l ose lo ll l i n o i s  a.s lhc wesl  edge of Nebras k a  (Sauer e t  

a l .  1 99() ) .  T h e  spec i es i s  prone lo wanderi ng i n  w i n ter 

(Bcnl  I lJ4o ) .  There a r c  accept ab l e records from Iowa and 

W i sc o n s i n ,  and there are several  e n cm1 11 tcrs l'ro m I l l i n o i s  

w h i c h  B o h l e n  ( 1 989)  says do n o t  m ee t  the req u i re men t s  

l'or a state record " . . .  a l though two o f  them c a m e  d u r i n g 

i rru p t i o n  years and arc 1mihahly CO ITL'.C l .  The spec i me n  

r·rnm C ross Po int I C o o k  County I can not be l ocated."  H e  

t h u s  c i <1 ss i i ' ics l l1 c  C l ark ' s  N u tc rnc k e 1· as h y po l he l i ca \ 01 1  

l h c  l l l i no i .s l i s t .  The 1xcsc n l  s 11cc i 1 1 1c n � houlcl warrant 

Ll i s c u s s i oi 1  Oi l  whether to c h a 11gc t he slalus o f '  lhc s 11cc i c.s 

lo vny 1·arc \ ag r<ul l . 
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Brewer's Sparrow 
Winters at Lincoln Park Bird S anctuary in Chicago 

On 27 N o v c 111 be.r, 1 9%. 

w hi l e  birding t h e  M a g i c  

H e d g e  a l  M o n tro s e  Po i n l  

al ong C h i cago ' s  Lake Michi­

gan shore. I ran in to  l'c l l o w  

b i rder a n d  Montrose habi l u c ,  

Luis  M u noz,  w h o  lnlcl m e  h e  

had seen a smal l .  gray i s h  spar­

row o r  u nknown i de nlily 011 

l h c  cast s i d e  of l h e  Li ncol n 

Park B i  rd S a n c tuary the cl ay 

be fore. 

In s i ze .  propo r l i o 1 1 s  and 

p l u mage, the b i rd was typ i c al 

of l he gem1s S1Ji�c!/u - s m a l l .  

w i t h  a re l at i ve l y  l o n g  c mar­

g i n ated tai l ,  a sm a l l .  c o n i c a l  

b i  1 1  and unstreaked u ndcrparls .  

The co mplete w h i te eye-ri ng. 

l'in e l y-s lreaked n uchal  I col  Jar 

and t h e  absence o f  a p a l e  me­

d i an crown .s t 1· i pe were a l so 

appare n t. Overal I .  t he h i re\ was 

pale and 110 n-descri p l .  

Int rigued. I w e n !  t o t h e  

b i rd sanct uary, a k need- i n  

wood l o l  south  0 1· M o nt rnsc 

11ear Waveland Go l l' C o u rse.  

A l'tc r  search i ng for a l'ew m i n ­

Brc 1 1 ·c1"s S;Jorrn 1 v, Linco/11 Puf 'k Bird Sc11 1c/11my, 

Chic ·ugn. 22 Fch. N<J7. P/Jnio hy Rohal Hughes, 

Th i s  s i ght i ng rcp1·csc nh 

only l h e  th i rd 1-ccorll l'or  \ I i i -· 

1 10 i s.  l h c  l'i 1·s l l'rom Jac kson 

P<lrk in  Ch i c ago o n  2 (1 M ay 

1 9 �\2 a n d  lhe second .  a w i n­

u lcs.  '- rou n d  l h e  b i rd .  To my s tu nned �l lllaZC l l lC l l t ,  t h e  b i 1·d 

t u rned o u l  lo be a B rc wc.r ' s  Sparro w ( SJ Ji-:_cl/11 /nc : i 1 ·eri ) .  a 

spec i es 1 10r 1 1 1al  I y assoc i �1lecl w i  I 11 sagcbru sh l'l a l s  i 11 the 

w1:stcrn U n i ted .'l 1a tcs .  

VoL 6, l\J o. 2 

dow casual ly l'rnm McCor 1 1 1 i c k Pl ace in C h i cago 0 1 1  29 

M ay I C) g 6 .  The sccoml b i 1·cl i s  n o w  a spec i 111e11  i 11 t he F i e l d  

M u .scu m o l' Chi c ago ( B o h le n  \ lJ8LJ ) .  
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the sanctuary i Ls w i nter home, prohably due to the copious 

amounts of seed put  out  by hi rclers hoping Lo see th is  rar i ty .  

Many o f" Lhem did get the chance. They a l so heard the  bird 

s i ng ing  begi n n i ng i n  Apri l .  The last person Lo see the bird 

al Lhe sanctu�iry was Kanae H irahash i ,  who reported i t  

gone i n  early to middle May.  
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Varied Thrush Winters in Lake County 

Early on 23 November 1 996, I spotted a bird at 

my !'ceder that  at fi r.-;t g l ance l Lhought was a robin  and at 

second glance I didn ' t  have a c l ue. T ran to wake my 
s leepi ng kids exc i ted ly yel l ing, "There i s  a b ird a t  our  
feeder and l don ' t know what i t  i s ' "  

Within seconds, three of  us were jockeyi ng Cor pos i ­

t ion w i th binoculars a n d  b i rd books. The verdic t  w a s  a 

V aried Thrush (Jxorcus 1weFius). A fter some discussion 
we deci ded to report "our" thrush to lhe Chicago A udubon 

hotli ne and open up our house to area bi rders who woul d  
l i ke to look a t  th is  beau ti fu l  bird .  l w as amazed a t  how fast 
the word got out  and how many peop l e  came. My guess i s  

that some 200 people stopped by our home i n  Waukegan, 
Lake County, for two months to see lhe bird. One of them, 
Sheryl De  Vore, took photographs which are on C i  l e  with 
the I l l inois Ornithological Records Committee.  ft was a 

wonderf'u l ,  posi L ive experience for the fami ly .  

The Varied Thrush i s  s irni lar  lo the American Robin 
i n  color and shape.  The male  has a dark breast hand which 

looks l i ke a heavy b lack  necklace. It has orange w i ng 

bands and an orange stripe above the eye. The fernale i s  

du l ler and sorneti mes l acks t h e  breast band. This species 
is corn mon i n  the moist coni ferous woods of lhe north­

west, frorn A l aska down to central Cal ifornia. W i n ter 

wanderers may rarely be seen as far east as New England.  

Most l l l inois  records are from the northern portion 
between 2 1  Novernber and I May (Boh l en 1 989). 

This gro u nd-feeding bird typical l y  eats insects ,  
worms,  snai l s ,  weed seeds, acorns,  and wild berries .  
At  rny feeders, the thrush di ned on whole corn. As of 27 
J an uary J 997 , we though t the bird was gone. But i t  
reappeared on  1 5  February 1 997 and was st i l l  seen occa­
sional l y  Lhrough at least 23 February 1 997. 
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Two Wintering Clay-Colored Sparrows in Chicago 

After birdin g  the Ch icago lakefron l  on 23 No­
v ember 1 996, Denis  Bohrn and I were returni 11g to where 

Bohm had parked h i s  car along Pearson and DeWitt 
S treets i n  C h i cago, Cook Cou nty ,  about two b locks east 
of Water Tower \) l ace n ear Michigan Ave. W h i le walk­

i ng,  we noticed n umerou s  Whi te-Lh roaled Sparrows 
a long Lhe north s ide o f  Lake S hore Padz near Pearson 
S lreel .  At the north end of a tennis cou rt, I nol iced a 
smaller sparrow on the ground .  This  was a S11i-:.dlu spar­
row because i t  was smal l er in s ize than the nearby House 
and W h i le-lhrualed Spa!TO\VS and h �1d a rather s leek 
look and long Lai  I .  

The bird had a conspicuous medi an bu lly c rown 
str i pe t h rough lhe brown crnwn,  bu lly lores and superc i ·· 

l i u rn , w i th a dark i sh c yc l i nc helow lhe s u pcrc i l i u m  thal 

108 

did not extend in  front  of lhe eye. The auricul ars were 

bordered by darker edgings contrasting w i th a whi tish 
moustachial  str ipe .  The b ird also had a conspicuous gray 

nape. The sparrow was u nslreaked below wi th a buffy 
upperbreasl and otherwise white underparts. There were 
lwo s l i ght buffy w ing-heirs on the l ight brownish wi ngs.  
Dorsa l l y ,  the hi rd had a l ong, t h i n ,  dark, b l acki sh , 
forked tai l .  The b i rd 's  b i l l  and legs were p i n k .  The w i ngs 
concealed the rump. 

Bohm agreed this was a C l ay-colored Sparrow.  I 

thought l ate  November was rather l ale /'or th is  s ight i ng 
and 1 v ideotaped the b i rd as i t  hopped on Lhe ground 
and l'or�1ged wi lh  House, Swamp, and Wh i le-throated 
Sparrows for b i rd seed under some orrnrn1ental crabapple 
lrees and cement Lab lcs .  

Meadowlark 



C/({Y-co/ored Sfiorrows, Chirngo 's Lukc/i«11 1 / ,  2 I Dec. 

/ 996. Photo !iy Cric Wu//C/'.\'. 

Laler Roberl H u ghe.'; ,  J a 111es Land i ng,  Eri c  Wal ters, 

and other b i rders saw two C l ay-co l o red S parrows a l  L h i s  
locat i o n .  011 2 2  Dece m ber I l)L)() d u r i n g  L h e  C h i cago 
Urba11 C h r i s l 1 11as B i rd Cou n t .  I p hologra p h e d  the Lwo 
C l ay-col ored S parrow s  toge t h e 1· i 11 rn1e 0 1· the c rabapple  

t rees n o rl h  o r  Lhe  Len n i s  cou rl s .  These  Lwo b i 1·ds were las l  
seen by S le vc H a i ley 0 1 1  1 8  J a n u ary I 997 at Lh i s  sa111e 
local i o n .  

I l l i n o i s '  on l y  o l h e r  w i nter  record w a s  o n e  p h o lo­

graphed by .l i 1 11 S u rimrn al a l'eeder in B e n sen v i l l e .  D u  
Page C o u 11 ly on ] ( ) J a n u ary 1 98 ]  ( a 11 u n p u b l i s hed b u l  
accepted I O RC record # 1 9 8] . 0 1  I ) . 

W i nter records o l' C l ay-col ored S parrow i 11 l h e  M i d ­

we.sl a1-c q u i  le  u n u s u a l .  M i  11 nesola h a d  one record ( Ja n s s e n  

I 987 ) .  W i .sco1 1 s i 11 h ad two records ( Fi c k e n  a ml G u .s l a l\0 1 1  

I lJl)(1: K 1 1 i c k l e b i 11 e  I lJl)'.) ) .  I n d i a 11 a  h ad 1 wo reco rds 

( M u 11 1 rmd and Ke l l e r  1 98 4 )  a ml M i ss o u 1·i had two recmd.s 

( Robbi  11 s and Easlcr la  I LJl) I ) . l n  t h e  appropr i ate seasrn1 . 
t h e  C l ay-colrn-cd Spa 1Tow i s  an occa.s i o n a l  I l l i no i s  1 1 1 i ­
grnnt ,  a 11d a ve 1-y rn re b reed i ng s11ec i es n ear R oc k l'<ml a l  

t h e  s la le '. s  n mt h e rn  edge ( [3o h l c n  I 98lJ ) .  
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� Corrigenda � 

Red�necked Grebe in Champaign County 

Rec e n t l y  E l i 1abelh .I . C h ato reporled a Red-
11ecked G 1·e bc ( l)odin·11.1· g ri.1"< 'g1 · 1 1u)  l'rn111 Champai gn . 
I l l i n o i s .  A I L h o u g h  she re ported t h i s  as " . . .  n e w  record 
l'or C h a111p< 1 i g 1 1  C o u 1 1 1 y  . . . . .  ( r1 .  I J 7 ) .  i t  is 1·ea l l y  a second 

record. A s  a stude 1 1 1  al t l 1e  U 11 i vers i ly o r  I l l i no i s  ( U rha 11 a ) ,  
I was show 11 1 1 1 any s t u dy spec i me n s  L o  c x a 1n i 11 c  a s  pa l'! 
of L h c  l a t e  Dr .  S .  Clia 1 · lcs  K c n de i gh ' s  o rn i t ho l ogy c l ass .  

One o r  t hese was l l r  a 11 i 111 1rn1 L u re male Reel- necked 

C rc bc c o l l ected a t  l J i-lx 1na,  I l l i no i s  hy l ; 1-�1 n k  S m i t h ,  lalc 
p ro f'e s s rn· or /.OO l ogy ' 1 1  I l i c  U n i v e r s i t y  or I l l i n o i s  
( l1 1forn a ) .  0 1 1  7 1  J'7e h ni ary J lJ()c! . I L  i s /, l lJ<i l i n  t h e  
1..oo l og i c a l  c o l l c c l i o 1 1  a l  I li c  U n i ve rs i ty o l' I l l i n o i s .  

I l'i 1·s 1 n: po1·1cd L l 1 i s  rcc<m l i 1 1  "Tilc A u d u hrn1 8 u l l et i 1 1 ' '  
( l lJ '1 '7 ) , I t  wa.'> : ; u l 1 : . l,'( 1 w,: 1 1 1 l v  c i t � :d  hy 1-1 .  D : 1v i c l  H o li l c n  

VoL 6,  l\l o. 2 

i n  ,1 1 1  u111 1otu1ed chcck-li.11 of' the Birds o/fllinois ( I  9 7 8 ) .  

I L  was u sed as bas i c  docume ntat i o n  ror t h i s  spec i e s .  
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Field 
Notes 

The 1996-97 Winter Season 

T h e  I l)l)(1- 97 w i n i er seaso1 1  wa.s g reat ror va­

gra 1 1 l s  and rari t i e s .  A rirst-s la le  1-ccmd was e s i ab l i s l 1 ed ror 
B and-La i  led P igeon,  a n d  ri rsl - 1 i 1 1 1c  wi 1 1 1 e r  records were 
doc u m e 1 1 1ed 1·or  C l a rk - .s N u tc rac k e r. N co 1 ro 11 i c  Corn10 
ran L  a n d  13rewer· s  S pa1 - i-uw .  For the r irsl  l i me in  8 3  yc�1r.s. 
a Bmeal Owl was 1·ecurcled i 1 1  I ll e  stale.  a ml l wn C l ay­
c o l ored S parrows were 1-cnmlcd ror t i le  second 1 i 1 1 1c  i 1 1  

w i 1 1 1cr .  O i l i c rn u l s l a ml i 1 1 g  ri ml;, i 1 1 c l u d c  Eu 1·< 1 s i a 1 1  W i gc o 1 1 .  
l)o in ari n e  Jaegar. Cl l a u crn1s- w i 1 1gccl C u l l .  Tow1 1srnd - .s 
S o l  i la i  1·c. V ar ied Tlm1. s l 1 .  a 1 1 cl S 1 1ol led Tll\v l i e L: . 

B i rd i'<1 1 1 1 i l y t re ml s  v ar i e d .  Waterb i rd l i i g l i l i g l 1 1 s  i n  
c I ude I a le dcpa 1· 1 i 1 1g  l oo 1 1 s .  0 1 1  I y l W O  spec ics  o r  g 1dics .  I ate 
pe l i cans  a n d  connor<1 11 1 s .  o n l y  1 l 1 1·cc T ru 111 pc lcr  S vm 1 1. s .  
i 11 crea.s i 1 1 g l y  l arg c 1· ( h uge ' ) )  .-;pr i 1 1 g  s l ag i 1 1gs ror w e s t e rn  
geese w i l h  1 1 ia 1 1 y Cc1 11 ada C i cesc 11 i 11 1 c 1· i 1 1 g  1 m 1·1 l 1 u l' 1 l 1 c i 1 · 
l rml i l i o n a l  s o 1 1 l h c rn  l l l i 1 1 o i s  a reas .  good 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 hc 1·s 0 1· 

Ol dsq u <1 w s  a 11 < 1y l "rn 1 1 1  I .< I ke M i c l i i g a n .  a l l  1 l 1 rL·e .'>coin 
spec ics .  a n d  ve i-y I argc co 1 1cc 1 1 1 1·a 1 i 0 1 1 s  o 1· 13 u Ille l ie  ads .  ;.\ 1 1  
l l J e c x pccled b i 1·d .'i U J ' [ Xty Wl' l'C f'o u 1 1d i 11 V a 1· i a h f L: i l ll l l l iWrs .  

Ha ld  1�:a g l e s  wc 1\: i'o u ml i 1 1  1\:cord 1 1 u 1 1 1 h c 1·.,, I l <1 1· 1· i 1: 1 ·s 
aml l { o u g l 1 - l cgge t l  1 -l aw k s  1n ·. 1\: i n  scal l c rcd :. 1 1 1 a l l g n 1 1 1 p .'-> .  
rn1 1gh l y  1 1 0 1  exccc1 l i 1 1 g  t ht: l m1 s i ng l e  cl i g i l s . i\ cc i p i le r.s 
l 1 acl a vc 1·y guoc l s1:<i.sun . IVL1 1 1 y  w1: l 'l '  s pot l 1:d 1 1 1 :a 1· J ecdc 1«• • • 

;\ lw 1 1d l 'ul  or l 1 1c k y  ohsc 1· 1 ·e 1·s [ '0 1 1 1 1 ( 1  i 1 1 1 11 1 a 1 1 1 1·1· ( 1 0 ,: l 1 a w k .o, 
I<cd- l a i l c d  H a w k .s wf·rc i 1 1  pu1 1 1· 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 l 1 c 1 :; 1 1 1 0:. 1 f · 1 c 1·y­
w l 1LTC. : 1 l 1 1 J o u g l i  v a r i ( ) \ I S  1 1 1 0 1·1 d 1 �; we 1·c 1\: 1 1 1 i 1·lcd. l'\1 1 1 1 1 1 l wr>'. 
we1T :.i l io 1 1 1  1 1 t m 1 1 < 1 I  1 0 1· l-/l c : 1· l i 1 1  a 1 1 d  l 'e 1·1�g 1· i 1 w  Fa l i : 0 1 1 ,  1 1 1 1 1  
S ( ) l l lC W h a i  l i l; l l lW ["or i\ J i \C l' i c : 1 1 1  l\. l. : •; [ 1·c l .  

( : a 1 1 1 c h i  n f ,; 11 n1� '..ca1 cc c \ l:c 1 "J t  i'u 1· W i I d  Tmk, :y . T l  J l; 
I ( ) o i ' g u l l .1, n.: l:o 1·dcd w e n.: 1 1 o rn 1 : 1 i _  h u l  1 l 1 c  ,; 1 1 ,:1: 1" 
1 1 \ l ln h l : I'\ : 1 l  l 1 1 1 w .•; \\.' l!J'C � { l l 'C i : 1 1: 1 1 l : 1 1 , C.'-f ll ' L ' i : i l l y  : i i  i\fl c.: 1 1 ' 1 i u: 

By Robert Danley 

Lock & Dain ( lVl i s s i  ss i 1 1 11 i  R i v e r  al A l lo n ) .  l n /'ac l ,  t h i s  s i te 
may he w re s t i ng a\Vay f'ro n 1  L a k e  Ca l u m c l  t h e  l i l l e  ror 

mw;t 0 1 1 l s l :1 1 1d i 1 1 g  p l ac e  for walc l i i n g  g u l l s .  

S 1 1owy O w l s  i 11 v adcc l  t h e  C h i cago area. M u l t i p l e  
s i g h t i ngs were recorded 0 1 1  m a n y  dales.  A s i ng l e  b i rd 

m ade i t  a.s far sou l h  as Carl y l e  Lake .  O n e  ol '  t h e  n a l i o n ' s  
1 1 1os l  s o u g h !  : i 1·1er  .-; pec i c s .  i h e  B meal  O w l ,  m ade a br i e f' 
a 1 ipec 1r:1 1 1ce i 1 1  a Rock l'ord backyard .  Wou l d n ' t  you l i ke 
l l ia l rn1 you 1· ya 1·d l i s l ' 1  Tl ie  o l h e r  o w l  s pec i e s  were a l most  
as sc:u·ce as l l 1 e  H or e a l  w i l l i  conce1 1 l 1«1 l io 1 1s  i 11 the l ow 
s i ng l e  d i g i t s .  

Sapsu c k c 1·s were w i d c s 1 1 1-cacl i 1 1  l u w  d e n s i t i e s .  S o m e  
u l 1se 1·vc 1·s co 1 11 1 11 e 11 1ccl l h a l  passcr i 1 1c s  were more scarce 
l l 1 a n  1 1 u rrna l ,  espec i a l l y  a l  i 'ccde 1·s . Rec l-hreastcd N u t h a t c h  
h i g l i l i g l i lcd l l 1 i .-; t re n d .  Roh i 1 1 s  a 1 1 d  o t h e r  herry-depe mlrn t  
.o,pcc i e s  wc 1-e u 1 1co 1 1 1 m o 1 i .  l\il o s l  spa1-row pop 1 1 l a l i o 11 s  

seemed luwe1-, par1 i c u l : 1 r ly  W h i le-crowned S parro w .  U u c k ­
i n g  1 1 1 1 :  1 1·e n d  wne Dark-eyed . l u 1 1 rn  (2 "Orego n" l y pe 
r·ml l l d ) .  l .ap la 1 1 < I  I "() 1 1g s p u r. : 1 1 HJ S now l3 1 1 1 1 l i 1 1g,  a l l  w i dc-­

·'- l l l 'l: ad i 1 1 good 1 1 u 1 1 1 hcrs. 

T l 1 c  u1 l 1 1: r c x pL:ctct l  g rn u p  o l' v i s i l t l l 'S, w i r1 le r  J'i m·hes .  
11·c 1 ·c ·  j u s l  < i i 10 1 1 l  t u l a l l y  a hs1: 1 1 1 '. On ly  2 1-cporls o r  P i n c  
.') i s k i 1 1  a 1 1d I o r· Evc 1 1 i n g C nisbcak were recorded.  

[ x 1: i 1 i 1 1 g  l a il: dc 1 i: 1 1·t i 1 1 g s pec ies  i 1 1 c l 1 1 d e  l wo l ·:as l c i' l l 
l ' l l l w l  1 L : .s .  I wo 1 1 0 1 1 .sc W 1·c 1 1s .  IYJ arsh W 1\: 1 1 .  ;.\ 1 1 w 1·ica 1 1  Pi p i  l .  

l�1 1ggcrl 1c : tl l ,'-; l 1 1 i kL' . W l i i lc-cycc l  V i reo, Or:mgc-L' 1·o w11 e d  
vV:1 1·h 1 L: 1 -. : 1 1 1 d  l 1 1 d i ,! w  rl u 1 1 1 i 1 1 g .  

T l 1 1; wc: i l l 1 l.' I ( l 1 1 1· i 1 1 g i hc w i 1 1 ler sf' c 1so 1 1  i l l l: l udcd w a rn 1  

1 H; 1 i o c h  < i l o 1 1 1}.  w i l l 1  :-.c : i .•. rn 1 : i l > l y  c o l d  lcmperalu 1·c s .  1\J o 
t: \ t 1·1: 1 1 1 ,,: s  w c 1'i :  n:<;o 1· i 1ed . : 1 1 1 d  t l 1 1; n.: w: 1 s  1 10 p rn l ongcd fa l l  

M ea do w l �1 r k  



goi n g  i nt o  Decem ber, w h i c h  has been the case pre v i o u s l y  
fo r sou thern areas. W i n ter  seemed to start i 11 November. 

Dece m be r prec i p i la l i on was sw;; .. o f' lhc nor m  for lllOSl 
o f' lhc s late . F i v e  i nches 0 1· snow ld l  i n  Lhc m i ddl e 0 1· the. 

mon l h  i n  southern sect ions .  Mean temperatu res f'or Lhe 

monlh were 2 degrees F b e l ow normal  f'or t h e  northern 
t h i rd and 2 degrees above normal f'or the southern l h i rd .  

J a n uary w as l h e  snowiest  ancl col dc s l m o n t h .  Prec i p i la­

l i on was 1 00%· o r· n orma l  w i t h Lhe c e n t ra l  parl o f' the s l alc 
rece i v i n g I S W/r . S n o w  accu m u l <1 l i o n s  were 1 0- 1 8+ 
i nches .  The mean temperature was S degrees below nor­

ma l . P rec i p i ta t i on c o n t i nued above normal in Febru a ry .  
The northern t h i rd o f  t h e  s la lc rece ived 300% o f' normal  
to ta ls .  The mean tem peratures were c l ose lo  normal  for 
February .  

Specia l  thanks go t o  al l  con tri bu tors l i s lccl here i n fu l l  
and b y  i n i ti al s  fol low i ng each observati on : Ci ndy A l berico. 
Renee B aade (RBa) ,  S teve B ai ley. B rad B crgs lrorn ( 8 8 111 ) ,  

Dav i d  Bohlen.  Richard B i ss,  Kari n Cassel .  Robcrl Chape l . 

E l i zabeth C h ato. Pau l Cly 11c, Bob Dan ley, CJ l y n  Dawson .  

M yrna Dc.ato11 .  J udy D e  Neal . . Josh En ge l , Caro l  Eucol a110. 
Caro l y n  Fie lds (CFs ) .  Rohen Fi sher. M alt Fraker ( M Fr). 

Miche l le CJcorgi ( M CJc. ) .  B r i l lcn & M artha Gray ( BGr) ,  
B rad G rover,  J i m  Herkcrl  ( J He ) .  Scoll H i c k m a n .  LaITy 
l-l ood. Robert H ughes.  David Joh n son,  Steve Ju h 1 i n  ( S.I n ) . 

D a n  Kasseba u m .  Dan [( i rk ( D Kk ) .  V e rnon K l e e n ,  Dave 

K vcrncs ( O K s ) ,  James La 11 d i ng , Walter M arc i sz.  M i c hae l 

Madse n .  J o h n  McDa11 i c l  ( J M d) .  Cy 11 th i a Mc Kee ( C M c ) ,  
Kei th M c M u l l e n ,  ! g a l  M i l c h l ai c h .  Roy M orri s ( R M s ) .  

Lou M u noz, B u el Pol k  ( B P k ) .  M i c h ae l  R e l le r. Wi l l i am 
R o w e ,  F ra n k  S e p p i ( FS p ) .  W e s  S e ra fi n .  D ar re l l  

S h ambaugh.  Ja mes S m i  l h ,  Alan Sto k i c , Paul S weet ( PS w ) ,  
Jack V an Bc n lh u y scn.  Eric Wal te rs ,  R i c h ard W h i tton 
( RW h ) ,  D a n  W i l l i ams,  Lorai n e  W ri gh t ( LW r ) . R i ck 
W ri g h l , .J i m  Z i e bo l .  Waterfowl  s u rvey reports from 
M i c h e l l e  Georgi  ( M G e )  are aerial  s u rvey est i mates.  

A s  a pr i n t i ng aide.  Lhe fo l low i ng abbre v i at ions have been u se d  lhroughoul  l h i s  rcporl : 

ad. 
Co ( s )  
subad.  
CA 

1 st 
FP 
2 n d  
FWA 
3rd 

est .  

1 111111 . 
!NHS 

L 

res p.  

LO 
Ill .Ob .  
L & D  
M C  
N P  
N C  
N W R  
R 

SF 

= adu l t 
= C o u n ty ( i c s )  
= s ubaclu l t  
= Con sc.rv a l i on Arca 
= I s l w i n lc r  p l um age 

= Forest Preserve 
= 2 n cl w i n lcr p l u m age 
= Fish ancl W i ldl i fe Arca 
= 3 rd w i nter pl u m age 
= cs L i  rn a Le cl 
= i rn 111al urc 

J L  N a t u ral  H istory S urvey 

documenlecl 
= Lake 
= respect ively 

l at e  departu re 

m a n y  obse rvers 
Lock & Dam 

max i m u m cou n t  

Nature P reserve 
N at u re Cen ter 
Nat i o n a l  Wi l d l i fe R e fuge 
R i ver 

= S late hirest 
SP = S late Pa1·k 

Bald .  L 
Carl . L 
CBC 
CCN W R  
C h i  

C l i n . L 
CONWR 
Ferm i 
GLPSP 
H L  
HLCA 

JBSP 
J P  
LCal 
LChau 
LCNP 
M A rb 
M M  
Re nd L 
SRSF 
Spfld 
U CCA 
Wauk 

TDNR = I l l i no i s  Dcpa1· tmcnt or  N a tu ra l Resources 
1 .0 . R . C .  = I l l i no i s  O rn i th o l og i c a l Records Co m m i t tee 

lialdwi n Lake ( Rando l ph Co) 
Carl y l e  Lake ( Cl i n ton & Bond Cos ) 
C h icago Botan i c  Gardens ( G l encoe. Cook Co) 
Cypress Creek NWR (Joh nson & P u l aski  Co) 
Ch i cago ' s Lakefron t Parks . exc l ud i n g  JP ( Cook Co) 

Cli nton Lake ( l )e Wil l  Co) 

Crab Orchard NWR ( W i l l i amson Co) 

Ferm i l ab at B ala via (Du Page Co ) 
Goose Lake Prairie SP (Grun dy Co) & Hei deckc L 

H orseshoe Lake ( Madi son Co) 
Horseshoe Lake C A  ( A l exander Co) 
l l l i no i s  Beach State Park ( Lake Co) 
Ch icago ' s Jackson Park ( Cook Co) 

Lake Calu 111cl  & vic i n i ty ( Cook Co) 
Lake Chalau q ua N W R  ( Mason Co) 
L a  Sal le  Coun ty N uclear Pl an l ( La Sal l e  Co ) 
Mnrlon Arborclu 111 ( D u  Page Co) 
Mc Kee Marsh ( D u  Page Co) 
Rend Lake ( Frankl i n  & . Je llerson Cos) 
Sand R idge S tale Forcsl  ( Mason Co ) 
S p r i n g l'ic l d  (Sangamon Co) 
U n ion Cou nty Conservat ion Area 

Wau kegan (Lake Co ) 

A n u 1 11he 1· i n  pa1·cn t ilcscs ( ) i n d i cates t ile m1 111 hc 1· o l '  b i rd s  ohscn'txl at a p a 1·t i c u lar lucat ion ur u11 a pal'l i cu l a 1· dale .  
No m1 111 bc 1· s i g n i l"ies s i ng l e  h i rd s ,  Dales.  cuunls  or s i lcc;  u ml rc l i ncd and huldcd 1·c 111 ·cscnl  vc 1·y car ly/ la lc d<ilc.s ur cou1 1 ts  
u n p 1·cccdc 11tcd m cxt 1·c 1 1 1 c l y  s i g 11 i l'i c< 1 1 1 l  l.01· t ile stale or t h al 1·cg io 1 1 .  
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FIELD NOTES 

1 996-1 997 Winter Season 

Reel-throated Loon 

LD: 7 Dec. (2 ), l B S P  ( PS w ) :  4 Dec., Wauk  ( S H J ; . 

Pacific Loon 

25 Dec . (3) ,  CONWR ( ' B D ) .  

Common Loon 

LD:  7 J an .  ( 3 ) ,  CONWR ( 1:3 D) : 6 Ja 1 1 . ,  Peabody R i ver K i 11g 
SFWA (St Clair Co)(J V ) ;  1 6  Dec . .  Sp l.ld ( D B ) :  8 Dec.,  Wauk 

(J L).  

Pied-billed Grehe 
Wintcr·cd. M C :  45, Spfld. 23 J an .  (D B ) ; 1 8, CONWR, 3 Jan .  
( B O ) .  LD:  4 .l an., Chi (AS) :  I I Dec . (2 ) ,  Crysta l  Lake ( Mc Henry 
Co)(Rl:3a).  

Horned Grebe 
Scarce. M C :  3, CON W R, 4 Jan.  ( B O). LD:  4 Jan . ,  Fox R ( Kane 
Co)(DS) :  22 Dec . ,  Spflcl (DB) ;  7 Dec . . T B S P  ( D B ,  MD, V K ) .  

American White Pel ican 
M ay h ave  w i n te 1·ecl at these local ions:  2 1  Dec. (2),  MTNWR 
(WR); 2 1 Feb .  (b), Cal houn Co (JV) .  

Double-crested Cormorant 
Wintered ( I )  at Spfld (DB) .  MC: J O, Carl. L, 1 1  Jan. ( D K ). LO : 
4 Jan .. Lockport(C A J :  4 Jan . ,  LCal (AS) :  25 Dec .. Chi (DJ) ;  2 1  

Dec., LCNP (CMc,  J M c) .  

NEOTROP l C  COR MORANT 
I s t  win ter reco1·d I'm s late. 3 Jan . . l-ILCA ( : 'KM, M D ) .  

Great B lue Heron 
M C :  l S I ,  Rend L, 2 1  Dec. ( KM, FB J .  LD: 3 1  Jan. ,  S pfld ( D B ) ;  
3 1  Jan . ,  COLS P ( S H ) :  I lJ Jan . ,  Peor i a  L &  D (Tazewel l  C o ) (  M R ) ;  
I 'J J a n .  ( 2 ) .  S L� rved Rock L & D ( La S:1l lc Cu)( C M c ) ;  1 8  .I an . ,  
Rockford ( D W ) :  4 J a n . ,  W i l l  C o  ( C A ). 

Grea t Egret 

LO: 1 5  Dec., Frank l i n  Co ( 1:3 D). 

Black-crowned N i ght-Heron 

28 D ec . ,  LCal ( W M ) ; 2 1  Dec . (2 ) ,  S kokic(EW ) .  

Tundra Swan 

A l l  l'ecords. 22 Dec. (6) .  l 'a los ( W S ) :  l -2 J an .  (8),  S I .  M ary ' s 
Seminary ( Lake Co) ( A S .  MM):  22-23 Feb. (5) ,  C l i n ton Co (JV) . 

Trumpeter Swa11 
3 ,  Carl. L, 1 7  Dec. ( DK -2 were cvcn t u a l l y  round shol), 

M u te Swan 

MC: <JO, Wol l' l . ( Cook Co ) .  8 Fd1. ( W M ) ;  36, Kcrnpcr L (Lake 
Co). in .Ian. (CFsJ :  26, Druce L (Lake Co), 1 Jan. ( DJ ) ; 1 1 , Fox 

R ( K;mc CoJ , 1 2  J an .-but 2 l l 1 1·u Feb (DS ) ;  7 ,  S p rlc l .  25 Dec. 
(DB) .  

c ; reatcr White"l'rontecl Goose 
"(l 1·ee n l aml "  race- 3 1i n 1es/pel ' iocl ,  W i rn rcbago Co ('' 8(i ) , W i 1 1 -
ter M C :  J 7.g ,  Sang;1mon Co. 1 8  Dec. ( D B ) :  60, Carl . L, 2.4 Dec . 
( l ) K ) :  60, l- l LCA, 3 Jan .  ( K M ,  M D ) :  45, LJCCJ\. 5 Ja1 1 .  ( 8 D) ;  2 5 ,  
Mel Pr ice  1 .  & I )  ( l\/f  ad i so1 1  Co) ,  a l l  pcri oc l (WR).  Spr ing stagings 
MC: hOO+, ( J i n . I ,, 27. Feb. ( RC J :  250, S;1 11gamo11 Co, 1 9  Feb. 
( 1 ) 11 ) ; cl '.i ,  fvlcLe; 1 1 1  Co, '.U r :cb. ( l' idc M FI' ) ;  36. LCN I", 2 :1 1-'c li. 

( ( 'M c J. 

1 1 2  

Snow Goose 
Win ter MC:  25,000, CCNWR, 6 .I an.  (RWh) :  1 6,000, Rend I ,, 9 
Dec . (RWh).  For the most part, Lhey didn ' t  w i n ter in these large 
"migran l'' numbers . Spri ng stagings, tremendous nu rnbers MC:  
320.000, sout hern 1 1 1  i no i s  aeri�1I survey, 1 7  Feb. ( RW h ) ;  1 00.000, 
Car l . L , 1 5  Feb. ( K M ,  D K);  1 3,000, Sangam on Co, 1 8  Feb. ( D l:3 ) .  

Ross's Goose 
Win ter M C :  5, Rend L, I S  Dec . ( 1:3 D ) :  2 ,  H LC A ,  3 Jun. ( K M ,  
M D ) .  Spring s Lagings M C :  I O+, Sangamon Co, I 'J Feb. ( DB­

many h y brid Ross ' /S now noted a lso) ;  7 ,  B a l d w i n  L ( Ramlo lph 

Co) ,  1 7  Feb. (KM) ;  2, LCNP. 23 Feb. (CMc) .  

Canada Goose 
The M ississ ipp i  Val ley population "short slopped" in southern 
Wisconsin and north of Lracli t ional areas in southern I l l i no i s .  
MC':  302,000, aeri a l  su rvey of southern Illinois, 8 Jan.  ( RW h ) .  

Hunters only harvested 6 7  % o f  the i r quota o r  24,479 birds.  

Wood Duck 

LO: 14 Jan . ,  Spfl d ( D B ) ;  4 Jan . ,  Fox R ( Kane Co)(DS):  22 Dec . ,  
Mora i n e  View S P  (McLean Co)(MR) ;  2 1  Dec . ,  MM (EW ) :  7 

Dec. (2 frm::tlc ) .  I l l ini SP ( La S al l e  Co)(CMc). 

Green-winged Teal 

W i n tered in  smal l  numbers. M C : 700, CCNWR, 1 0 Dec. ( M Ge ) .  

Others: 4, HLCA, 3 Jan .  ( K M ,  M D ) ;  p a i r  w intered, M .Arb 
(111.ob. ). LO: 2 Jan. ,  S pflcl (D B ) . 

American Black Duck 

MC: 3,500, I l l i no i s R at Duck Creek. 9 Dec. (MGc). Others: 90. 
Carl. L, 22 Dec. ( K M ) ;  59,  I l l ino is  R al Seneca, 2 l Dec. (DS ) . 

Mallard 
MC: 1 97 ,765, I DN R-District 7. area cen lerccl on LCNP, 9 Dec . 

Others: 1 500, Spflcl, 26 Dec. ( D B ) .  

Northern Pintail 

Wintered in  smal l n u m bers-south. M C : 4,400, M i ssissippi R­

Calhoun Co, 9 Dec. (MGe). Others: 30,CONWR, 3 Jan. (BO):  

25, U CCA, 4 J an . ( KM, DK); 8,  LCNP, 7 Dec. (CMc);  7 .  S pfld, 
28 Dec. ( D B ). LD: 3 Jan. ,  Cherry Val ley ( Win nebago Co)( BG). 

Northern Shoveler 

Wintered i n  s m a l l  numbers statewide .  MC:  1 60 , HL, 9 Dec. 
( K M ) .  Others: 30, Carl. L. 1 7 Dec . (DK);  1 7  wintered, Kemper 
L (Lake Co)(CFs ) :  5,  Sanga1 110 11 Co, J 8 Dec. ( D B ) ; 28 Dec .- I 
Jan. ,  Evanston(EW).  

Gad wall  

Wintered at usu:tl .sewer pone! locat ions .  MC: 2 ,000, CCNWR, 
l 0 Dec . ( M Ge).  Others:  I 00, Spfld, 2 1  Dec. ( D B ) :  I OU, H L, 1 4  

Dec . ( KM); 66, Carbonda le ( J ackson Co), 1 () Dec. ( B D ) ;  3 ,  Lake 
Co, l 9 Jan. ( PSw):  2, LCN P, 4 J an.  (CMc).  

Eurasian Wigeo11 

1 8  Feb. ,  M mai ne V iew SP ( McLean C:o)(" l3 l'kJ. 

American Wigeon 

W i 1 1 Lerccl i n  s 1 11 a l l  nu111bc1·s. M C :  500, M i ss i ss i ppi  R al Ca lhoun  
Co,  9 Dec .  ( M Ge) .  Others:  2 0 ,  S prlcl, 6 Dec. ( D B ) ;  8 ,  Wauk, 2 1  

Dec . ( PS w ) :  4, U CCA,  4 Jan ,  ( KM , D K ) .  

Canvasback 

W i n lerccl i n usual n umbers ;ind p l aces . Others : 4 5 ,  Sp rid, 8 Jan .  
(D[l ) :  1 4 , Cmbond:i le (J ackson Co) ,  :i Jan .  ( !3 D J :  8 ,  [-I L, 1 1  Dec. 
( K M ) ;  2, Wauk, 2 1  Dec. (PSw) .  Spri ng M C :  7,500. M ississ ippi  
R- 1-i ancock Co, 25 Feb.  (V K,DB) :  300, Carl. L. I <) Feb.  (D K ). 

Meadowlark 



Redhead 

Fou ml in usual low nu rnbcrs. L[): 1 1  J an .  (-1) .  Carl . L ( D K ) :  l) 
J an .. Sp i"ld ( [) B ) ;  1 5  Dec . . W i n th rop l larhm ( PSw) .  

Ring-necked D uck 

W i n tered in small  n u rnbers. MC: 27 .  UCCI\, 4 J an. ( K M ,  DK):  
9,  Spl'l d ,  3 1  Dec . ( D B ) .  Others:  s i nce la te  Aug. · i nto M ar. 
( l 'e111a le ) .  Evanston ( EW, I M ) ;  1 5  Dec . ,  Wauk (PSw) ;  1 1  Dec . (6 ) ,  
Crys ta l  Lake ( Lake Co) ( R B�1 ) :  lJ Dec . ,  D u 1·ancl (Win nebago 
Co)( BCi ) . 

GreMcr Scaup 
Others:  1 0 . CONWR. 22 Jan .  ( B D ) :  5 ,  S 1)fld ,  3 1  Dec. ( D B ) ;  2 
pai r. Carl . L, 5 J a n .  ( D K ) ;  1·c 111ale.  D umncl ( W i nnebago Co).  l) 
Dec. ( B G ) .  

Lesser Scaup 
W i n tered in  good n u mbers. MC: 1 ,51 )( 1+ ,  M i ss i ss ippi  R-Rock 
Is land Co, 28  Feb. (PP ) ;  1 ,000, CONWR. 3 0 .l an. ( B D ) ;  65, LCa l ,  
4 J a n .  ( W M ) ;  611 ,  Sprlcl, 8 .J an .  ( D B ) .  

Harlequin Duck 
24 Nov.- 27 Dec . ( female) .  Wi l mette (EW. RH, m.ob) .  

Oldsquaw 
Good n u m bers away from L M ic h i gan. M C :  I 0,  CONWR, 7 Feb. 
( D K k ) ;  7. Evanston,  3 .J an .  (CFs) ;  2-5. Cal'i. L, 23  Dec . -5 . Jan.  
( D K ) ;  1 -3 ,  Spflcl, I Dec.- 5 Jan .  ( D B ) ;  i m m . , I Dec.,  W i n nebago 
Co ( B G ) ;  7-8 Dec . ,  Wa1 1 k  (PS w) :  1 0  .J an. ,  Chi (DJ) .  

S u rf Scoter 

3 Dec.- 6 J an . ,  Spfl d  ( D B ) ; male,  I B S P, 29 Dec. (AS) .  

White- w inged Scoter 

m ale,  I BSP,  1 9  Jan . ( A S ) .  E A :  pai 1", 1 7- 1 8  Feb_, Sp rlcl ( D B ).  

Common Goldencye 
M C :  1 2 ,845, upper M i ss i ss ipp i  R. 6 . Ian.  ( M Ge). Others : 665 , 
CON W R ,  1 4  Feb. ( B D ) ;  630, S p l'lcl, 26 Dec . ( D B ) ;  500, LCNP, 
4 J a n . (CMc) ; 350, I BSP. 1 9 J an . ( K M) ; l 5 1 1, Carl . L. l Feb. ( D K ) ;  
1 1 0 . W i l mette, 1 1  J a n .  ( EW ) :  46. J P ,  3 Jan . ( PC ) .  

Bufflehead 

Others: 70, Winthrop Harbor, 1 5  Dec. (PSw) :  1 4. Spflcl. 26 Dec.  
( D B ) ; 1 2, rn id-Dec.  thru Feb . .  JP  (PC) .  

Hooded Merganser 

M C :  60+, S pfl cl, 5 Dec. ( D B ) :  40, HL. I II Dec. ( K M ) ;  36, 
CONWR. 4 Jan . ( B D ) ;  7. Wauk,  1 5  Feb. ( DJ) ;  4, LCNP. 4 Jan .  
(CMc) .  Others:  3 ,  Crysta l  Lake ( M cHenr y  C o ) .  1 I Dec . ( R B a ) ;  
3 ,  W i l l  Co. 23  Feb. ( C A ) ;  2 2  J a n .  ( lcmalc. ) .  Rockl'mcl ( B G ) ;  2 2  
.I an .  ( male) ,  J P  (KC ) ;  m a l e  w intcr·ed, LCal (.IL). 

Common Merganser 

Good w i despread 11 u 111hers. MC:  1 1 . 1 75 ,  upper M i ssiss ippi  R ,  
l 7 Feb. ( M G e ) ;  6,500 ,  LCNP.  4 J an . (CMc) .  Others : 770,  f !L, 3 1  
Jan. ( K M ) ;  5011 ,  Spfld .  Jan .  (DB) ;  301 1 ,  Cad. L. I Feb. ( D I() .  

Red -breasted Merganser 
M C :  1 9 , m i cl-Dcc.-Feh. ,  .I P ( PC- modest numbers ) ;  2. S 1)J'lcl, 1 5  
J an .  ( D B ) ;  HL, 1 4  Dec. ( K M ) ;  Crystal  L ( M c H enry Co) .  1 1  Dec.  
(RB a) .  

Ruddy Duck 

W intered in smal l  n u m bers a l  us ual  l ocat ions. M C :  1 9+,  
Carbondale (.Jackson Co),  3 1:1 11 . ( L�D) ;  J ,  S p l'l d ,  I Ja11 . ( D l3 ). L[):  
16  Dec. ( 3 ) ,  W i n nebago Co ( BC ) ) ;  1 5  Dec . .  W ( r'C ) ;  I J )ec . .  
LCNP ( C ' M c l .  
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Black Vulture 

W i n teri ng i n  trad i t iona l  areas. 8, l-l ernn Po1 1d  ( J oh nson Co), 20 
Jan .  ( D K). 
Turkey Vulture 

LD: 2 1  Dec.,  Wheaton ( RF) ;  2 1  Dec .. nw .  Du Page Co ( " m .0L1 . ) 
- same hi rel �1s l"i rst recmc1 ' 1 ;  1 5  Dc.c . ,  C<i l'i . L (DK ) .  
B a l d  Eagle 
M C :  2 ,459 ( most ever). i 11 J a n  .. statewide co1 1 n t-J i rn  Herkert 
( I D N R) .  Ot hers: 206, Mi s .s i ss i ppi R- f "  & D I ', & 1 4  ( Rock 
l s l aml/Wh itcs ide Co), 1 9  .Ian. (PP) ;  53. f l l i no i s  R,  1 2  . la i 1 .  (RC ) ;  
2 1 ,  Starved I�ock L & D ( I  " a  S a l  l e  Co),  I Feb. (CMc) .  

Nori.hem Harrier 

Scarce. M C :  20, La Sa l le  Co, 4 J an .  (CMc) ;  6, Carl . L, 23  Dec. 
( D K ) ;  4, De Kalb  Co, 1 5  Feb. (DS) .  Others: 3 ,  Jackson/Un ion  
Co,  J an .  ( B D) ;  2 ,  Fu l ton Co,  3 1  .Ian .  (LH) ;  2 ,  G lenv iew N aval A i r  
Station (Cook Co).  2 2  Dec. (D .I ) ;  C h i ,  1 8  f a n .  (RC) ;  W i n n ebago 
Co, 22 Jan. ( B G ) ;  None i 11 w i nter ( D B ) .  

Sharp-shinned Hawk 
2 1  Dec . ,  W i l l  Co (CA);  1 1  Jan . ,  Lake Co (PSw); 23  Jan . ,  
Sangamon C o  ( D B ) ;  9 Feb . ,  La S a l l e  Co ( C M c ) ;  1 5  Feb . .  Carl . 
L (DK) .  Others: period (2 ) ,  Kane Co (LI-I) ;  pe1· iocl ( 2 ) ,  .J ackson 
Co (OKs) ;  period (2),  M c Henry Co (CFs) ;  period, Rockrorcl 
(OW);  period, Warren Co (LH).  

Cooper's Hawk 

Very good season. M C :  7 s i gh ti ngs/period, Rockford (DW).  
Others:  l Dec. ( i m m ) .  Evanston (EW ) ;  4 Dec. ( i 111111 ) , J P (PC) ;  I 0 
Dec. (2 ) .  Spfld ( D B) :  1 4  Dec .. B loomington ( McLean Co)( M R ) :  
2 1  Dec . ,  McHenry C o  (PSw) ;  2 3  Dec. ( 2  i m m ) ,  Kane C o  ( L I-I ) ;  
2 2  J a n  . .  Carl . L ( D K ) ;  3 1  .Ian . .  U 0 1· I campus (Champaign 
Co)( R C ) ;  1 Feb. ( 2 ) .  Tazewel l/Mason Co (RC); 2 2  Feb., La Sal le  
Co (CMc) ;  pair  win tercel, M cHenry Co (CFs) ;  period, O' Fal Ion 
(St Cla ir  Co) ( K M ) ;  period (2 ) .  Jackson Co (DKk) .  

Northern Goshawk 

3 Dec . .  Urbana (RC) ;  6 Dec. ( i 111 m ) ,  S pflcl ( O B ) ;  27 Dec . .  
Rockford ( D W ) ;  2 2  Ja11. ( i m m ) .  Rockford ( B G ) ;  23  Feb. ( i m m ). 
Normal  ( McLean Co)( D B i ) .  

Red-shouldered Hawk 

I Feb. ( i m m ), Carl .  L ( D K ) ;  I Feb. ( i m m ) .  Peoria (Tazewel l  
Co)(RC) ; 2 Feb. ( acl) .  A l lerton Park (P iat t  Co)(RC);  l 5 Feb .  
( subad ) .  Lyons Woods (Lake Co)(DJ) .  

Red-tailed Hawk 

Pour nu mbers. though variuus morphs reported .  "J-Jarlan ' s' '­
win lered (ad ) .  UCCA ( B O ) ;  w i n tered, Carl . L ( DK ) .  "Kricki" s"-
2 1  Dec. ,  Rockford ( * OW ) .  " 'Rufous" morph- 7 J an. ,  Cook Co 
(WS ) ;  I I .Ia n . ,  Rockf'orcl (''OW) ;  7 Feb . ,  Lake Co (CFs ) .  "Dark" 
morph- seen 3 l imes/period, S angamon Co (DB) .  

Rough-legged Hawk 
Low concentrat ions most everywhere. M C :  5, T-74 near Cai- lock 
( McLean Co),  1 9  .Ian. ( M R ) .  Others : 9 Dec . ,  McDonough Co 
(LI-I) ;  27-28 Dec.,  Glenv iew (EW ) ;  l Jan., M FWA (RC) ;  I I . Jan . 
(dark phase).  Car l .  L (DK) ;  1 8  Jan . ,  LCal ( R C ) ;  1 9  .J an .  ( l ight  
phase) ,  Wh i tes ide Co (CFs ) ;  20 J an. ,  M cLean Co (KM);  23  Jan .  
( l i ght  phase)  a ml 29 .J an .  (dark phase ) ,  S an gamon Co (DB ) ;  25 
J an . ,  Jackson Co (RD);  2 Feb. ,  D e  Kalb Co (WS ) ;  9 Feb . ,  
Champaign Co (RC) .  
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Golden Eagle 

Good season l lrnugh no bi 1·ds ac lu­
a l  l y  w i n lc1·cd : 1 .  UCCA.  8-24 Dec. 
( 8 0) :  i 111 111 , J ersey Co. 1 1  Dec. ( J V ) .  

American Kestrel 

M C :  22 .  Carl . L. 2.i Dec. ( DK ) :  I 0. 
S angamon Co. l Dec. ( D 8  ): 8 . .J ack­
S O l l  Co. 5 Jan . ( R D ) .  

Merlin 

16 Dec.  ( rema l e ) .  l\. l ehm i\rblll'L> 
t u m  ( Ro c k l'md )( .I D o ) :  2 1  Dec . .  
Pecalon ica  ( W i n nebago Co) (DW):  
1 1  & 22 J an .  ( male) .  Rockford ( 8(] ) : 
eady Jan . ,  Jackson Co ( 50) .  

Peregrine Falcon 

N o rthern Bobwhite 

Few repmts m actu a l l y  scarce'' M C :  
1 6, Sangamon Co, 2 Dec. ( D 8  ) :  1 5 .  
H L, 1 0  Dec. ( KM ) : 1 2. Cad . L. 21 
Dec . ( D K ) . 

American Coot 

W i n le1·ecl. M C :  40. H L. 1 0  Dec.  
( K M ) :  10.  S 1l l. ld ,  I Jan .  ( D 8 ) :  1 7 . 
Ca1·bonda le  ( J ackson Co) .  1 .J an .  
( 80) .  LD:  I .Ia n . ,  Rock R ( Rock 
l s l and/W h i les ide Co)( IJP) :  4 .J a n  . . 

I �CN P (CMc) :  2 1  Dec .. ! I i i  1rni s R at 
Se11cca ( DS ) : 1 1  Dec. ( 2 ) .  Crystal 
Lake ( Mc Henry Co )( RBa) .  

Sandhill  Crane 

LD: 1 1  Dec. (40) ,  Vcrm i l iun Co 
( .I S ) .  

M C :  4 .  Chi ,  21 Feb. ( J L ). Ol11ers :  2 
Dec.  & 8 Feb .. Me l  Price L & D 
( M ad ison Co)(J V ) :  4-5 . Ian .  & 8 
Feb .. LCal ( W M ) :  23 J an .. Roc k­
ford ( R M r) :  w i ntered ( 2 ) .  JP ( PC ) :  
w i n lered, Wau k/Zion ( l'icle E W ). 

A n  A m ericun Kestrel, stulking spwTo ws 
Killdeer 

LO : l .l an .  ( 2 ) ,  H LCA ( K M ,  M D ) :  I 0 
Dec .. Sangchris S .P . ( D B  ) .  " right i n  n n ·  o wn /Jockyurd. " Evunston, IL, 

Cook Co. I 5 Jon. I 997. Photo hy Ku thy Ade. 
Com mon Snipe 

G ray Partridge 

"Notab le  scarc i ty i n  W i nnebago Co"- DW . 

Wild Turkey 

Excel l e n t  n u mbers. w idespread. M C :  8 1 ,  La Sa l le  Co. 1 I Jan.  
(CMcl:  62.  Rock I s l and/Wh i tes ide Co, I LJ  Jan.  (CFs ) :  1 7 . East  
Al ton ( Madi son Co) .  7 Feb.  ( KM ): 1 4. J ac kson Co, 10 .lan .  ( D K ) .  

LD:  28  Dec. ,  G lenv iew Naval A i r  
Stat ion  ( 111 .ob . ) :  2 1  Dec. ,  W i l l  C o  ( C A ) :  I 0 Dec. ( 2 ) .  Spl'lcl ( D B ). 
W i n teri ng renml '': 1 Feb . ,  M ad i son Co ( J V ) .  

American Woodcock 

E A :  4 Jan .. S al i ne Co (JD) :  1 7  Feb . ,  Sauget (St C l a i r  Co ) ( K M ) :  
2 1  Feb. ,  Sangch 1· i s  S . P .  ( D B ) .  

J\ m erirnn K1·.1·1rd. S;n·ing/idd IL, S1111g1 1 1 1 101 1  Co. 6 Jun. / 997. Photo hy !Jcnni.1 Oehmke. 
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Pomarine .laegar 

21 N ov.- 1 5  Dec. ( i m m ) .  Mel P 1· ice L & D 
( M ad i son Co)( .J V,  D K  cl a l ). 

Bonaparte's C u ll 

Diel lllJl w in ler. M C/LD : 50. Spfld ,  8 .l ,1 1 1 .  ( D B ) :  

3 5 ,  CON WR, 3 J an .  ( 13 D ) :  1 7 , W i l rnellc. 8 Dec. 
(.I L) .  

Ring- bil led Gull  

M C :  1 0,000, Hanco c k  Co, 25  Feb .  ( V K. D B ) :  
1 ,500, LCNP, I Dec. ( C M c ) :  i ,500, S p rld, 1 7  
Dec. ( D B ) .  { R i 11g-b i l lccl/Hc1-ri ng G u l l ) MC: 
20-30,000, Mel P1·i ce L & D ( M ad i son Co) ,  
earl y Feb.  (JV,  ct a l )  

Herring Gull 

M C :  5- 1 0.(HlO. Mel P1· ice L & D . . Jan. (WR ) :  
3,000, LCNP, 2 1  Dec . (CMc ):  
3 .( 100, LCal,  1 2  J an .  ( W M ) :  
200, Hancock C o .  25 Feb. 
( V K, D B ); 1 50, S p l' ld, 3 1  J an .  
(013) .  

Thayer's G u l l  

Very good season. MC: 5 w i n ­
Lcred, Mel Price L &  D (M acl i­
son Co)(.JV ) : 3 ,  LCal,  1 8  Jan .  
( RC ) :  3 ,  Ch i ,  I 0- 1 1  J an .  
( EW,JE). Olhe1·s : 2 ( 3 rd, acl ) ,  
LCal , 8 Feb. ( W M ) :  2 acl, 
M al l ,ml Lake FP (Du Page 
Co), 30 Dec. ( M M) :  2 ( I  s l ' s) ,  
Carl .  L ,  1 9  Dec. ( D K ) :  acl. 
Carnp Logan ( Lake Co) ,  8 
Dec. ( PS w ) :  I st w i n ter, Cook 
Co, 22 Dec. ( L H ) :  I s l ,  Sp rid,  
I Jan . ( D J3 ) :  ad, Carl . L. 1 3  
Feb. ( D K):  2nd winlcr, LCNP, 
23 Feb. (CMc) .  

Iceland Gull 

G reat season downstate. A l l  
adults i n  T l l i n o i s  assumed lo 
be ' Ku rn l ien ' s ' Lrnlcss clocu­
men lecl otherw ise.  MC: 4 

w i ntered ( 111 o s l l y  I s l ,  2 nd 
w i nter w i l11 ad ,  8 Feb.) .  Me l  
Pr ice  L & D ( M ad i s o n  

Snmvy 01vl. Mon/rose Hurhor, 

Chicugo. 12  Dec. I 996. 

Photo hy Crnig Thuya. 

Co)( .I V) .  Others: 8 Jan .  ( ad ) ,  S p fl d  ( D B ) :  1 2  Jan. ( acl ) ,  LCal 
( W M ) :  1 8  Jan. ( acl ) ,  LCal (RC): 26 .lcrn . ( I s l ) ,  Pemia L & D 
(Tazewell  Co)(RC) :  1 3  Feb. ( I  s t ) .  Carl . L (DK) .  

Lesser Black-backed Gull 

Good n umbers o l' 111os l ly  ad u l ls .  M C :  2 ad w i n le 1·ecl. M el P1·ice 
L &  D ( Madison Co)(. I V ) :  2 acl. Cal' i . L. 1 7  Dec. & 1 3  Feb. { D K J :  
a d  ( w i 11tered) & 1 st ( 1 4- 1 9  Feh . ) ,  Spi ' ld ( D B ) .  Ol 11ers: 2 1  Dec . ,  
Kane  Co ( MM ) ;  2 8  Dec. ( acl). Wil rnelle ( EW,IM ) :  30 Dec. ( ad ) , 
Peoria L & D ( Ll-J ) :  1 8  Jan . (ad) ,  LCal ( RC ) :  22 Feb. ( acl) .  Cl i 11 .  
L ( R C ) ;  27 Feb. (ad) .  Wauk (PSw) .  

GJ,AlJ COUS-W INGED G ULL 
26 .Jan. & I Feb. ( l .s l w i 11 1c 1·) ,  J>co1·i a I .  & D (Ta1.cwc l l  
Co)( ''' RC: . rn.o b . ) ;  h Feb.+ ( I s l wi nter) .  M e l  P1· icc I .  & D ( M ad i ­
s o n  C o ) (  .J V , + D K  . .I Z) . 
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Snowy 0-wl. Montrose Horhor, Chicogo. 

1 <J<J7. Photo /Jv Robert Hughes. 

Glancous Gull 

MC: 3 w i ntered. Mel Price L &  D ( M ad i son Co)(JV ) :  3 .  LCal,  
3 1  J an .  (.I L) :  2 .  LCal , 1 8  Jan .  (RC): 2 ( I s l & acl) ,  Peor ia  L & 
D. 2 6 .l an .  ( RC ) :  2 ( 2 n d  & ad). LCNP, 23 Feb. (CMc). Others : 
2 1  Dec.  ( ! st ) ,  LCNP (CMc) :  2 1  Dec . ,  Kane Co ( M M ) :  30 
Dec.  ( I  s t ) .  Pemia L & D ( L H ) :  3 ( )  Dec . ,  Mal l a1·d Lake FP ( D u  
Page Co)( M M ) :  I Feb. ( I s l ) ,  LChau ( R C ) .  

Great Black- backed Gull 

Great season . MC:  2 w i n lered, Me l  Price L & D ( M a d i son 
Co)( .J V ) :  2 ( I s l w i nte1·). S p rld.  I l l J a n .  & 19 Feb.  ( D B ) . 
Others: 22 Dec .. W i n nelka (Cook Co)(LH) :  30 Dec.,  Mal lard 
Lakc. l ·'P (Du Page Co)( M M ) ;  1 -3 Jan. (ad), Evanst0t1/Wilmctte 
( EW.m.ob.  ): 1 8  Ja11. ( 2nd ) ,  Eva11ston ( R C ) :  1 2- 1 5  Feb. ( I s l ) ,  
Carl . L ( D K ,  K M ) . 

Black-legged Kittiwake 

4 Jan . ( i m m ). LCNP (ph-CMc).  

BAND-TAILED PIGEON 

I s l state record. 22 Dec.- 23 Jan. (ad ) .  Spfld ( ' DR.rn.ob. ,ph ) .  
See separate slory for detai I s . 

Mourning Dove 
MC: 307. Un i v .  of  Ch i ,  I Feb. ( G D ) :  1 36,  Du ndee ( Kane Co), 2 3  
Dec . ( U-1 ) :  1 1 5 ,  R e n d  L, 2 1  Dec. ( KM ,  F B ) :  7 5 ,  Sangamon Co, 
8 Dec.  { D B ) .  

Eastern Screech-Owl 

" N u rn be1·s dec l i n i ng')"- D B  ( o n l y  2 during peri od-Sangamon 
Co).  MC: 7 .  Lake Co, I Jan . (DJ):  4, Car l .  L. 2 2  Dec. ( D K  el al ) .  

Creal Horned Owl 
MC: 5 ,  Sangamon Co, 2 2  Dec . (DF3 ) .  Ol li er: I I Dec . .  Evanston 
(EW); 1 3  Dec . ,  Ch i  ( L i ncol n Pa1·k B i 1·cl Sancluary ) (EW). 

Snowy Owl 
I n vas ion year. 33+ 1·ecmdo; i n  the melropol itan area of Chi (DJ) .  
MC:  5 ,  Ch i ( Mon l 1w;c H arbor), 22 Dec. ( DJ .rn .ob. ) .  Ol 11e 1·s: 2 .  
I .C N P, 2 1  Dec. ( C M c ) :  Ca1· I .  L, 1 4-3 l J  Dec. ( FS 11 J :  27-28 Dec .. 
Wi I mel!<: mw , 1 1 1 .oh. ) :  2-4 prcsenl da i ly  on Ch i  lakc l'ronl  ( n i .oh. ) . 
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Barred Ow l 

No s ign ificant 1·cporls other than I 0 Feb. ,  Orland Park ( Cook 
Co)(WS) .  

Long-cared Owl 

Very J'ew s i gh l i ngs . M C :  3 ,  Rend L, 2 1  Dec. ( DK ) .  Other·s :  3 1  
Dec.- I .Jan . ,  M idd lefork FWA ( R C ) :  5 Jan.- m i d-Feb. , Lyons 
Woods ( Lake Co)( A S ) :  1 -2 2  Feb . .  C l i n lon Co (JV) .  

Short-cared Owl 

No large concentrat ion s .  M C :  4, Durand ( W i n nebago Co) ,  2 1  
Dec.- l 5 Feb. ( B G ,  DW). Others : 3 ,  B l oo111 i 11glo11 ( McLean Co),  
mid Dec. ( M Fr) : 2 ,  De Kalb Co, 1 9  Jan.  (DS):  2 Dec,- 30 J an . .  
G lenview (Cook Co)(EW ) :  2 1  Dec. ,  La Sa l le  Co (CMc):  23 
Dec . ,  Carl. L ( DK): 7 Jan . ,  Peabody Strip M ine (St C la i r  
Co)( O K) ;  3 1  Ja11 . ,  H L  (KM).  

BOHEAL OWL 

I s t  record s i nce 19 l 4 :  9 Feb., Rockford ( Mdy ,'' B G , * R M s ) .  Sec 
separate s lory for detai l s .  

Northern Saw-whet Owl 

I Jan . ,  K ickapoo S P  (Vermi lion Co) ( RC ) :  5 Jan . ,  Van Pallen 
Woods (Lake Co)(AS) ;  2 Feb . ,  Al lerlun Park ( P i al l  Co)( RC). 

Belted Kingfisher 

W i n lcrcd in southern locat i o n s .  Olher recmcls :  7 Dec. ,  S ko k i e  
Lagoons F.P. (Cook Co)(JM cl ) :  1 4  Dec. ,  LCal  ( .I L ) :  2 2  Dec. ,  J P  
( KC): 7 J a n  . .  B ushnell (McDonough Co)( L H ) :  4. S pfld, l I Jan.  
(OB):  2 ,  Star·ved Rock L & D .  I Feb. 
(CMc). 

Red-headed Woodpecker 

Records away from southern I l l i no i s  
strongholds. M C :  1 6 . Carl .  L ,  23 Dec . 
( D K ) :  4, Spfl d ,  1 2  Dec. ( DB ) :  4 win­
tered, Horner (Vermilion Co) (JS) .  

Red-bellied Woodpecker 

MC: 34, Carl . L, 23 Dec. ( D K ) :  I I ,  
Sprlcl, 2 2  Dec. ( D B ) :  9 ,  Cap S auers FP 
(Cook Co). 2 2  Dec. (PSw); 2 w i n­
tered, Homer ( Verm i l ion  Co)(J S ) .  
Other: w i n tered. C h i  ( Lincoln Park 
B i r·d Sanctuary) ( KH.EW,JL- unusual 
record for lakeJrnnt) .  

Yellow-hellied Sapsucker 

Few reports .  M C :  3,  S p fl d ,  1 9  Dec . 
(DB).  Others: 22 Dec . ,  De Kalb  Co 
( D S ) :  I Jan .. Rockford ( DW, B G ) :  2 5  
J a n . ,  Ryerson  N a t u re A r·ea (Lake 
Co)(SH) :  l lieb. ,  Pomona (.J ackson 
Co) ( K M ) .  

Downy Woodpecker 

MC: 35, Carl . L. 23 Dec. ( U K ) :  20. J & 
M canal ( La Sa l le  Co), 2 1  Dec. ( OS ) :  
1 8 , Cap Sauer·s F P  (Cook C o ) .  2 2  Dec. 
( PS w ) :  5-6 pairs w i n le 1·ed, . JP (PC): 
I 0, Sprl d .  22 Dec. ( D B ). 

Hai r)' Woodpecker 

Northern Flicker 

MC: 20, H LCA. 3 .Ja 1 1 . ( K M .  M D ) :  I 0,  S p l'ld .  l 2 Dec. ( D B ) .  LD: 
1 9  .I an . ,  l "a Sal le Co ( DS ) . 

Pileated Woodpecker 

MC: 3 ,  S p 11 d .  2 Dec. ( D B ) : 3,  Oak wood Bottoms (Jackson Co) .  
23  .J an.  ( K M ). 

Easlern Phoebe 

LD: 1 9  Dec . ,  S p f'fd ( D l3 ) :  2 Dec . .  L i n co l n wood ( Cook Co)( RE). 

Horned Lark 

M C :  1 .385 .  S angamon Co, 9 .Ian .  ( 0 8 ) .  Othcr·s : 90. La S a l l e  Co, 
I Dec . ( C M c ) :  88 ,  Pike Co. 2 9  .l a 1 1 .  ( KM ) :  6 l .  Car·J . L. 22 Dec. 
( D K ) :  50. Ful lon/Crmlova ( rnos l ly  W h i tes ide Co),  1 9 .l an .  (.J Md): 
35,  K i l l deer ( Lake Co) 1 2  Jan .  (CFs): 24. Volo ( Lake Co) .  l h  
Feb .  ( .I L) .  

Blue .l ay 

MC: I 03 .  Cad. L, 2 2  Dec. (DK el a l ) :  38, Sangamon Co, 2 2  Dec. 
( O B ) :  35. Rend L. 2 1  Dec. ( KM .  F B ) :  22,  I & M canal (La Sal le 
Co). 2 1  Dec. (OS) .  

CLARK'S NUTCRACKER 

2 n d  slate 1·ecord/speci 111e11: 27 Dec.- 1 3  J a n . ,  Carthage ( Ha ncock 
C o )( " •!• B G r) .  Sec seasonal  h i gh l i g h ts ror deta i l s .  

American Crow 

MC: 1 48 ,000, Dan v i l le .  I Jan. ( Ill . ob. ) .  Others : I ,  I ( )( )  ( peak o r· 
rnosl ) ,  Evansto n ,  1 8  Feb. ( E W ) :  900. 
HL. 1 4  Dec. ( K M ) :  600. S p rlc l .  26 
Dec . ( D B ) :  1 9 1 , .I P, I O Dcc. ( KC ) .  

Black-ca pped Chickadee 

MC: 77. Cap Sauers FP (Cook Co),  
2 2  Dec.  ( PS w ) .  Others : 24, Sangamon 
Co, 22 Dec. ( D B ) :  1 6- 1 8 . JP. w i n ­
tered (PC). 

Carolina Ch ickadee 

M C :  94, Car· J . L, 22 Dec. ( D K  el al ) .  

Tufted Titmouse 

M C :  60, Carl . L. 22 Dec. ( D K  et a l ) :  
2 2 .  Rend L, 2 1  Dec . ( l( M ,  FB J :  I � .  
Sa llganrnn Co, 2 2  Dec. ( D B ) .  Ot her: 
2 .  Cordova ( Rock l s l ;rncl Co). 19 J a n .  
( ] M d ) .  

Red-breasted Nnthalch 

Very scarce. MC: 4, Win nebago Co. 
2 1  Dec. ( DW) .  OL11e1·s: 1 6  Dcc . -30 
.I a n . ,  B u s h 11 e l l  ( M c D o n o u g h  
Co)(Lf-1 ) : 4 J a n  . .  U CCA (S .l n , RC ) :  I ·  
Li Feb. ,  Carl .  L ( D K .  JVJ:  8- 1 5  Feb .  
( 1 -2 b i rd .s ) .  Lyons W oods ( Lake 
C :u ) (PSw), 

Wh ile-hreasled N uthatch 

M C :  1 9 , Carl . L, 2 2 Dec. ( D K eL a l ) :  
7 .  S a ngamon Co, 4 Dec. ( D B ) .  

Brnwn C reeper 

r:cw l'Cj1l)l ' [S.  MC: I\, Car l .  r ' •  7.3 [ )cc.  
( f) K ) :  3,  S 1)/'l d .  2:1 .I an. ( Dl 3 ) .  Other· : 
I 8 .I a n . ,  l. ' h i  ( I  . i 1 1col n  Park B ird Sa 1 1c-
l u c1 r y )  ( . I L ). 

Slwrt-cu red Owl, Glen 11ic 1 1 1 Nu 1 •0/ A ir Stu/ io11, 

Cook Co. Tv1 ·0 Shorf · CL/ l 'Cd 0 1 1 ·ls l·vi111acd 

hc1°i'. l'hnto 1ukc11 i11 1Jen·111/1C J'  / ()C)(J /J r h,'rit· 

Wu l t a.1'. 

Cloml m1 1 1 1 bcrs. M C :  1 4 . I & M canal 
( La Sa l  le Co) ,  2'! Dec. (DS):  1 3 , Car·I . 
I . , 22 Dec. ( D k  cl al J :  h, S anga1 1 1on 
Co, I .l a 1 1 .  ( D l3 ) :  5 .  Cap S a 1 1ers r�J '  
( Cook Co) . ?.?. l )cc. ( l>S w ) ; ?. w i 1 1  

1:1 6 JVfeado w l ark 



lc1HI. J [> ( l>C J :  w i  1 1 lercd l l u s lrnc l  I 
( Mc Donough C:o)( L l-I J. 

Carolina W ren 

MC: 20.  Carl . r . , 22  DL'C, ( ] ) ]( cl  a l ) :  

9 ,  S p  I.Id. 1 3  Dec, ( DB ) . Other:  I & M 
canal  ( G rn mly Co).  2') Dec. ( DS J :  
2 8  Dec. ( 2 ) . H i ghl < 1 1 1d  F' :1 rk ( l ' ide 

EW J .  

House 'Wren 

U): 20 Dec .. C l i n .  L ( l• RC. S l3 J :  

m i d  Dcc.-cal"iy J a n  . .  S p l'ld ( [) 13 ) . 

W i nter W re n  

MC: 3 , Spnd.  Dec. ( Dl3 J :  3 .  l-I LC/\. 

3 Jan. ( KM . M D J : 2 1  Dec . .  Wheaton 
( EW,RF) .  

Marsh Wren 

L[): 2 1  Dec., Roc k l'cml ( D W ) .  

Golden-crownccl K inglet 

MC: 2 1 l, Cad.  L. 22 Dec . ( D K  cl  a l ). 
Others : 3, Cap Sauers FP ( Cook 
Co). 22 Dec . ( PSw) :  2 .  () urn cc ( Lake 

Co) ,  I Jan. ( OJ ) :  1 4  Ja11 . .  Sa 11ga1rnrn 
Co ( D B ) :  23 J an . ,  P e c a t o n i c a  

(Wi n nebago Co)( BG) .  

Ru by-crowned Kinglet 

To w11se1 1d '.1· Solituirc. Rock/i1rd, IL 7 Jun. 

1 997. tJlwlo /Jy /)( ' 1 1 1 / i.1· 0l'h111kc. 

Eastern Bl u e h i rcl 

M C : 8 . Rcnd L. 2 1  Dcc . ( K M . Fr3 J : 

'i. S;111gc l i ris  S . J> .. I Dec. ( DB) :  3 .  

1>u 1 1 ia n 1  Co. ) J an.  ( C M c ). L D :  2 
Dec . ( 3 ) . Woodsl r n.: k ( M c H e n ry 

Co)( ln l �1 J .  

TOWNS END'S SOLITAIIrn 
K i e h m  /\rbme l u 1 1 1  ( Rockl'cml ) .  2 8  
Dcc.-3  M a 1"C h ( D W. 11 1 .ob . ) .  

Hermit Thrnsh 
MC: 3 .  A lexander· Co.  3 J ; 1 1 1 .  ( RC ) .  
Others :  1 7  Dec . .  J P  ( KC ) :  K ie h m  

J\rborelu rn (Rockford ), 1 8  Ja11.- 2 4  
Feb. ( 1-lG ). 

American Robin 

W i n tered i 11 s m a l l  n u mbers . MC:  

I 6.  S p l'l d .  1 7  Dec. ( D B ) ;  1 2 , De 

Ka lb  Co , 22 Dec. ( D S J ;  8 w i n tered 
( I  was an a lb i no) ,  K i ehm Arbme­
t u m  ( Rockfmcl ) ( B G J :  ) . Rend L, 2 1  
Dec. ( K M, F f3 ) . LD: :'\ Ja n .  ( 2 ) .  JP 
( PC ) .  

Va ried Thrush 
8 Dec.-n Mar . . Wauk t C E. m .  

ob, .ph . l - at a reeder. See sca,onal h i ghl igh ts l'or dct a i ls .  

MC: 2,  HLCA.  3 Jan.  ( K M .  M D J .  LD: I J a n , .  S p l kl (D ll ) . N o rthern M oddngbircl 

Wi rllered i n  r�1 i r· n u m be rs .  

Northan Modinghi rd, Serinf!,/ idcl, S1111gu11/(}// Col. I .?  .Jun . I 1J1J!. 1'/1010 /1y /)e1111 i.1· Oc/1111kc. 
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Brown Th rasher 

Few rcporls , w i n lered al feeder i n  B l oo rn i n glon ( M cLean 
Co ) ( M Fr) . 

American Pipit 

23, H LCA , 3 Jan . ( KM ,  MD el a l ) .  

Cedar Waxwing 

M C :  200, Klehrn Arboretum ( Rockford), I () Feb. ( BG ) :  I 08,  

C BG, 3 1  Jan.  (CFs) :  40, D undee ( K a ne Co),  2 3  Dec . ( L H ) :  1 8 , 

S p l' ld ,  20 J an .  ( DB ) :  1 5 , Rend L. 2 1  Dec. ( KM ,  F B ) .  Othe1·s : I ()  
Dec. , CJ i n . L ( KM ) .  

Northern Shrike 

Good season . 2 1  Dec. , W i l l  Co ( C A ) :  2 1 Dec . ,  Rockford ( DW) : 
23 Dec. , Kane Co (LI-I) :  3 J an . , Rock C u t  SP ( W innebago 

Co)(BG ) :  5 Jan . ,  J ,ake Co (SJ-!) ; 27 Dec- I 9 Ja n . ,  G lenview (EW ) ;  
3 1  J an . ,  McHenry Co (R B a) . 

Loggerhead Shrike 

M C :  5, Carl . L, 2 2  Dec . ( D K  el al ) .  Others: 2 Jan . ,  M cDonoug l 1  
Co (LH):  2 d ur i ng per iod , Sangamo11 Co (DB) .  

Europea n Starl ing 

MC: 2 8 1 .  J P . I .J an .  ( PC) .  

W h i te-eyed Vireo 

LD:  I I Dec . ,  Sp f'l cl ( D B ) .  

Ora nge-crowned Warbler 

L D :  I J an . ,  S p f'l d ( D B ) .  

Yel low-rumped Warbler 

MC: G, UCCA, 4 Jan .  ( K M ,  M D ) .  Others: 2, Will Co, 2 1  Dec. 
( C A ) ;  2, M i dcl le f'ork FWA, I Jan. ( RC) :  2. W i n nebago Co, 1 8  

Jan . ( B G ) :  2 1  Dec . ,  Wheaton (EW,RF) : I J an., S p rld ( D B ) .  

Northern Cardinal 

MC: 2 3 3 ,  Carl. L, 22 Dec . ( D K  el al ) :  58, Rend L, 2 1  Dec. ( K M ,  
F B ) :  5 2 ,  Spflcl, 2 2  Dec . ( D B ) :  1 4  w i ntered, J P  (PC).  

Indigo Bunting 

14 Dec. ( fcrnale) & 2 3 Dec. (di fferen l  f'e1mle) & I Feb. ( m ale) ,  
Carl. L ( D K- found in  sunflower field s ) ;  3 . Jan.  ( fema le) . H LCA 
(DK ) . 

Eastern Towhee 

3 records in Dec. , Spflcl ( D B ) :  20 Dec. (male)  & 2 1  Dec. 
(female) .  R oc kfcml ( DW- feeder attendees ) . 

Spotted Towhee 

I Dec . - 1 9 J an .+ ( f 'emale) ,  M a x  McGraw Wildl i fe Center ( Kane 
Co) ( R M , 111 .ob. ,ph . ) .  

American Tree Sparrow 

MC: 240, S angairnll l Co, 1 2  Jan .  ( D B ) :  1 82 ,  I .CN P, 4 Jan . 

(CMc):  I OG, Carl . L, 22 Dec. ( D K  et a l ) , 42. Rend L, 2 1  Dec . 
( K M ,  FB ) .  

CLAY-COLO IUW SPARROW 

23 Nuv- 1 8  . Jan. ,  Chi ( Lakesho1·e r'a1·k) (DJ,RI-1 , EW,ph.) .  211cl 
I l l i no i s w i ntc1· 1·ccord . Sec seasona l  h i g h l ights rm deta i l s .  

BHEWER'S SPARROW 

2'1 Nov - i n t o  s p 1 · i 11 g ,  C h i  ( l . i n co l n l 'a 1·k B i 1·cl S an c l u ary 
( R H ,L M , 1 n .ob. , 11h . ) . :lrcl slate record/ I sl w i n ter recmcl . Sec 
sea."1 1 1a l  h ig h l i gh ts l'or det a i l s .  

Field Sparrow 

MC: LJ, Carl . L. 22 Dec. ( D K  cl a l ) .  Others : 3,  Sa 1 1ga 111on Co. 1 2  

Dec. ( DB ) :  3 Jan. , HLC/\ ( K M ,  M D ). 

Savannah Sparrow 

Few reports. I Dec . ( 2 ) ,  LCNP (CMc ) :  8 Dec .. .I P ( l\S ) :  2.'i . !;1 11 . .  
C h i  ( M o n lrose H arbor) ( R B a, J G ) :  29 . Ian. ,  Jersey Cu ( KM ). 

Fox Sparrow 

3 Dec . , Woodstock ( M cl-lenryCo) (R8a) :  2 1  Dec . , Rend L ( KM ,  
FB) :  2 1  Dec . .  Rocld'md ( DW ) : 2 8  Dec . , Techny ( 111 .oh . ) :  9 .J a n  . .  

Sangch r i s SY.  ( D B ) :  2 2  Jan . , C a d .  L ( D K J .  

Song Sparrow 

M C : %. Carl. L, 22 Dec. ( D K  el a l ) .  O thers : 37. Rend L, 2 1  Dec. 

( K M .  F B ) :  1 6 , Sangamon Co, 27 Dec. ( D B ) :  8, Kane Co, 23 Dec . 
( L I-I) .  
Swamp Sparrow 

MC: 22, Techn y , 28 Dec . ( 111 .ob . ) :  20, Rend L. 2 1  Dec. ( K M ,  
F B ) ;  I G,  Carl . L, 2 2  Dec.  ( D K  c l  a l ) ;  6 ,  L C  a l ,  2 1 l J a 11 . (.I L) .  OthCl's : 
2 J a n . ,  J P  ( PC) ; 23 Jan.  (2 ) ,  Sangamon Co ( D B ). 

White-throated Sparrow 

MC: 44, C h i  (LakeslJore Pa1·k) ,  22 Dec. (D.I ) ;  35, Rend L, 2 1  Dec. 
(KM,  FB ) :  1 9 , Cml . L, 22 Dec .  (DK ct a l ) ;  1 7 ,  Sangamon Co. I 0 

Dec. (DB ) :  1 5  wintered, K iehm Arboret um ( B G ) .  LD: 1 3  Dec . .  
J P  (PC).  

White-crowned Sparrow 

Low n u m bers th is  season.  MC: l l ,  Dundee ( Kane Co),  23 Dec. 
(LI-I ) ;  7 ,  Techny , 2 8  Dec . ( 111 . ob. ) :  4, W i n nebago Co, 2 1  Dec . 
( DW ) ; 4, UCC A . 4 Ja 11 .  ( K M .  DK ) : 3 ,  Car l . L, 22 Dec. ( D K  et a l ) :  
3.  Glenv iew, 1 0  .I a n .  ( EW) :  2 .  S p f'ld .  1 2  .I an . ( D B ) .  

Dark-eyed J unco 

M C :  27 1 ,  Carl . L, 22 Dec .  (DK el a l ) ;  225,  S angamon Co. 1 2  .J an . 

( D B ) ;  85,  Sand R idge SF ( M ason Co). 20 Jan . ( K M ) :  1 4, JP,  2 3  

Jan . ( P C ) .  "Oregon" f'or111- I 0 Dec . & 5 . J a n  . .  Sangamon Co ( D B ) :  
2 l Dec . .  Rockford ( D W ) .  

Lapland Longspur 

W idespread in good n u m bers. M C :  3 ,000, Pi  all Co. 8 Dec . ( RC ) : 
I 00- 1 ,500, B oncl Co. Dec.-.Jan .  ( J V .  D K ) ; -GOO, Col f'ax ( McLean 
Co), 1 2- 1 7  Jan.  ( M R ) ;  400, Sangamon Co, 8 Dec. ( D B ) :  1 50+. 

Volo ( Lake Co). 1 5  Feb .  ( S H ) : [ ()()+, W innebago Co, 1 0  Jan .  
(DW):  75 ,  Wauk, 7 Dec . ( D B , M D, V K ) :  75.  Kane Co, 9 .J an .  
(DS):  -40, McHenry Co , 2() J an .  (R Ba ) ;  25,  UCCA, 4 J an. ( K M .  
D K ) :  1 9 ,  LCNP. l Dec.  (CMc) . 

Snow B u nting 

"Easy lo find t h i s  yea1· because o l' snow cover"-DS. MC : 350+, 

Vo lo ( Lake Co) ,  1 5  Feb . (SI-I): 250, De Kal b Co, I LJ .I an. ( DB ,  
M D .  V K ) :  250,  L a  Sal le  Co, I ()  Feb. (DS ) :  I 00, M cHenry Co. I 6 
Feb . ( P S w ) :  -70, M cHenry Co, 1 1  .J an .  ( R Ba) :  27 ,  TBSP. 7 Dec. 
( A S ) .  Others: 1 7 , Volo ( Lake Co), I ()  Feb.  ( JL) : 1 7 , LCNP. 7 
Dec. ( C Mc ) : G, W i n nebago , l 0 Dec . (DW):  4, JP,  I .� Dec. (PC ) :  
2 - 3 ,  Colfax (M cLea n Co).  2 9  Dec.  ( M R ) :  25 Ja11 . . Evanston 
(EW ) :  2 Feb . .  Mo n t i ce l l o  ( P i all Co ) (RC) . 

Red�wingecl Blackbird 

M C :  500, S angamon Co, S Jan . (D i l l :  400, Ca1·I . L, 22 Dec. (D I\.  
cl a l ) :  300, Ottawa ( L a  Sal l e  C o ) .  l lJ .J a n .  ( . I  M el) ; 230, W i l l  Co. 
2 1 Dec. ( C A ). 

M eadowlark 
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Eastern Meadowlark 

M C :  1 6. Relld L,  2 1  Dec. ( K l\11 . F 8 ) :  6. Kalle Co, I 0 J a n .  ( L I-I ) :  
4 .  Carl . L 22 Dec. ( D K  el  a l ) : -' · S allga111 0 1l Co, Jail.  ( DB ) : 2 .  
G l e ll v i e w  N a v a l  i\ i 1· St <1 t i o n .  28  Dec. ( EW ) :  8 Dec _ _  C l i ll .  U R C ) .  

Y cllow-headed Blackbi rd 

2 1  Dec .. Rend L ( B D ) .  

Rusty Blackbird 

M C :  41 HJ+, HLCA. -' Jail. ! K M ,  M D J .  Others :  7, fk l lc v· i l le ( S t  

C l a i r  C o ) ,  26 Jan .  ( l\S 11 J :  2 .  S a ll gamoll C o ,  fa ll . ( D 8 ) : l) Dec 

Du rnml ( W i ll llehago Co ) ( B G ). 

Common Grackle 

LD: 1 9  Jail. ( 2 ) , Zi oll  ( Lake C o ) WS w ) :  1 9  . la 1 L  LC N P  ( C M c ) : 9 

fo ll .. S pfld ( D 8 ) . 

B rown-headed Cmv b i rd 

M C :  451 l, S p l' l cL 5 Jail .  ( DB ) :  250+, O' hi l lon ( S t  C l a i 1· C o J ,  26 
. !a ll . ( K M ) : 'ill, H o 111c 1· ( Vcr111 i l io ll C o ) ,  I lJ fo l l .  ( J S ) .  1 . 1 ) :  I LJ .Li n. 

( 2 ) ,  Zion ( Lake C o ) ( PS w ) :  4 J a il . ( 6 ) .  M cDoll o u g h  Co (Ll [ ). 

Pu rple Finch 

Low ll ll lllbers aga i ll ,  but belter t l iall lasl ye<lr. M C: 5, W i ll llebago 

Co, 2 l )ec .  ( B C J ) :  3. S 11J" lcL 1 2  Dec. ( D B ) .  O th c 1y (J Dec .. Homc1· 

( V ern1 i l i o ll C o ) ( J S ) :  1 9 Dec . . Cu·I .  L ( l ) K ) :  22 Dec .. W i l l  Co 
( CJ\ ) :  28 Dec .. Roc k lo 1·d ( l ) W ) . 

House Find1 

M C :  525 .  Cad. L, 22 l )cc .  ( D I\. cl a l ) :  1 2 1 . Pa l <i t i 1 1 c ( Cool' C o ) ,  

2 7  Feb. ( C l 's ) :  8 0 .  C 8CJ .  28 D e c ,  I m,ob.  ) :  M . . S p l' lc l ,  I ( ) J a il . ( ]) 13 J ,  

Red Crnssbil l  

M C :  4, I B S P, 8 Feb.  ( A S l :  4, Lyolls Woods FP ( Lake C o ) .  1 5  
1�·eb .  ( PS w )  - same b i rd s  as above 1·ecord'?. Ol l lC l·s: 2 .  A l l ertoll 

Park ( P ia t t  Co L 2 I ·-eh .  ( R C ) :  I (1 Dec .. S 11 rl d  ( DB ) : 2 1  Dec . .  

S h i 1·l alld ( W i ll 11eb<1go CoJ( D W J ,  

Pinc Siskin 

Very sca 1·ce. perl1aps worst w i n l e 1· i ll rccell l  memo1y 2 1  Dec . .  

C h e 1-i-y Yci l l ey ( W i ll llebago Co ) ( DW ) :  I .!a ll .  ( 2 ) ,  W h i tes ide Co 
( PP ) .  

A merican G o ldfim:h 

MC: 1 .370, Cad . L 22 Dec ( D K  el  a l ) :  585 ,  J ac ksoll Co, 2h .!a l l . 

i B D ) :  44, J P, 5 Ja il , ( PC ) :  2 2 .  S p i' ld .  1 2  Dec. ( D B ). 

Evenin g  G rosbeak 

A I mo.st tota l l y  abse n t :  ear l y  .J a il  . . .l acksoll Co I L W r ) .  

H ouse Sparrow 

M C : : ] I ( ) ,  Ho111er ( Vcrm i l i o ll C o ) ,  27 N o v  ( J S ) :  5 8 ,  ,W I Dec. 

WC J. 

E u rasian Tree Sparro\\ 

M C :  LJ I ,  M erce1· Co. 27 l )ec. ( P l, ) :  5 .l .  S 1i rl d .  :'5  Dec, ( [) 13 ) . 

- Rof,cn /)11 1 1 /n· 
221! I C/m· Si. 

!Vl1 1 1phr.1'/1oni, IL (J2 '-J()(, 
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Herb Koehler - Owner 

Binocular Technician 44 years 

Estimates: No Cost or Obligatiou 
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SUBMISSION INFORMATION 

'T We welcome m a nuscr ipts ,  photographs,  and i 1 1  us­
l ra l ions  for poss i b l e  publ icat ion i n  Meudm 1 '/urk. 

'T A rt i c l e  top ics  i nc l ude unusua l  bi rel si ght i ngs and 
nest i ng accou nts,  techn ical p� 1pcrs on b i rd research ,  and 
olher ar l ic les such as b i rd ri n d i ng gu ides and l'i e l d  i c l en t i ­
l'i cat i o n  l i ps .  J oy of  b i rd i n g  art i c l es w i l l  be cons idered. 

'T Manuscr ip ls  shou ld  be lypewr i t Len or computc 1·­
gc11c ra led,  double spaced ancl on on ly  one s i de o l' n u m­
bered pages. P lease send two copies of your  manuscr ipt  
and make sure you  keep anolhcr for yoursel f. 

'T 1f you are ab le, s u b m i t  a computer d i sc i n  a'ic i i  /'i l e  
or for Word Perfect 5 .  I . 

'T We prefer c lear black ancl w h i te or color pri n t  
photographs .  Color s l i des may a l so b e  acceplab le .  

SEND SEASONAL REPORTS TO: 

Fall Migration - Due 7 December 
(l August - 30 November) 

• Rober! Chapel 
306 I /2 We>t California. U rbana. I L  6 1 80 I 

Winter Season - Due 7 M a1·cl1 
( l December - 28 February) 

• Robe1t Danley 
220 I Clay Si  reel. Murphysboro, IL 62966 

Spring Migration - Due 7 .June 
(1  March - 31 May) 

• Paul R. Clyne 
5538 S.  B l ackstone Ave . .  Ch icago, IL 60637 

Breeding Season - Due 7 August 
(l June - 3 1  July) 

• V crnon K lee11 
l l l i 110is Deparlmenl of Conservation 

Nalural Heri tage D ivis ion 
524 S. Second Si . ,  S pringlielcl. I L  6270 I 

'T I nc lude  name,  add ress,  a n d  clay and  n i g h t  l i me 
phrn1e n u mbers .  Other pert i nent  i n forma l ion about your  
q u al i f'ica l ions  and backgro u n d  i s  a l so h e l pfu l .  

'T W e  reserve lhe r ight to 1·eview and cd i l  arl i c les 
according to s ly lc . grammar, accu racy,  and read abi l i ly .  

/D Semi arl i c les ,  phologrnphs,  and i nq u i r ies  to: 

S heryl De Vore, Ch i e f  Edi tor 
967 B raehurn, M unde l e i n ,  IL 60060. 

£:D Pen and i n k  draw i ngs are a l so accepted 

Contac l :  

Den i s  Kan i a, l .536 Preston Road 
Napervi l le ,  I L 60563 .  

S U BS C R IPTION I N FORMATION 

Members or  lhe I l l i n o i s  Orni l hological  S oc iety re­
ce ive f\!Jew/0 1 1 •/urk, the quarterl y journa l ,  p l u s  Wings 01'er 

The Pmiric, the TOS news le t ter. Members are �i lso i n v ited 
to speci a l held t r ips ,  l he  annua l  meeti ng.  and other TOS 
l'u 11c t ions .  

To jo in  or  send a g i ft s ubscript ion,  send your  name or  
that or  the g i fl reci pienl, address, and telephone number 
along with ree to: 

IOS : P.O. Box 1 97 1  
Evan ston , I L  60204- 1 97 1 .  

Fees :  Ind i v i dual $20: Fami l y  $30; 
Fu l l - L ime s ludent $ I O; Conlr ibu lor $50 - $99;  

S u pporter $ J 00 - $499 ;  S po n sor $500. 

B ac k  i s sues n l' Volume  2, 3, 4, and 5 are s ti l l  
ava i lab le  /'or $ 5  eac h .  Some back i s.sues of 

Vol u me I are a l so ava i l ab le  at $6 eac h .  

NATURE'S CORNER . 847-369-3636 
WILD RTRD P RODUCTS 

Al most 1 00 k inds  of B I RD FEEDERS • More than 40 k i nds  of  W J LDLI FE FOOD 

B i rdbaths,  healers, pol es, houses. books, /'i e l cl g u i des, b i n os ,  scopes, p ac ks and m ore 

NATURE'S GIFTS 

Art and l i m i ted ed i t i o n  pri 11 l s ,  porce la ins ,  mus ica l s ,  mugs ,  tee and sweat s h i rl s ,  s lone critlers, garde n i n g  
a n d  nature books,  loys, pu ppets, punles ,  m i nerals,  w i nd c h i mes,  jewe l ry ,  cards. ca lendars. 

audio and v ideo Lapes. 

WATER GARDENING SUPPLIES 

l\l l l c l  k i ts ,  l i m0rs, pumps,  fi l lers, rou ntai ns .  water tes l k i t s  and pond care p rod ucls .  
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Illinois Ornithological Society 
Letter from the editor 

We need your hreeding bird su rvey re/)orls.1 
Somet ime in August or September, J begin my yearly rilua l  of wri ting 

a breeding bird survey report. I ' ve been doing lhese surveys as a consultant 
for about five years for lhc Lake Counly Foresl Preserve Dislrict. And 
whi le  i t' s a ted ious task, I feel a sense of accompl ishment lhal l am 
recording data that  could be useful to not only the fores t  preserve 
dislrict, but  also future ornithologisls. 

l know that m any of you oul there are doi ng the same. 

For inslance, our photographer Joe M i l osev ich has told me aboul 
surveys he did last year i n  the Joliet area. And our associate editor 
Dav id  B .  Johnson h as clone some breeding b ird survey work for the 
Wellands Research In stitute in  Lake County. He foun d  breeding 
Yellow-b i l led and B lack-bi l led Cuckoos ' 

Why am I menlion ing all  th i s?  B ecause these reports, w h i le kepl i n  
files w i th the organization or company that scheduled the study, should 
also be pub l i shed i n  Meadnwlark. 

We need to document i n  written format the breeding successes of 
birds i n  I l l ino is  as a framework for future research and a l i n k  to past 
research. If  you ' ve already done all the Lransect work and report-writing 
for breeding birds in an area in I l l i nois ,  then you have a framework in 
wh ich  to write an arti cle for Meadowlark.. Perhaps all we need to do is 
make some minor changes before publishing your report. 

Thin k  of someone doing research ten years from now on lhc area you 
surveyed. Whal a benefil it would be if they could read your report in 
Meadowlark for comparison purposes. One t h ing  T ' d  l ike lo do is 
examine the breeding bird survey reports from the Lake Counly Forest 
Preserve District fi les for the pasl ten years. l did that when l surveyed 
Ryerson Woods two years ago and found that Veeries were considered 
common breeders Lhere ten years ago. But  I only found three breedi ng 
pairs in  Lhe entire preserve the year l did the survey. This is s ignificant 
information. 

I started Lhe bal l rolling by publ ishing that Ryerson report i n  Vol . 5 
No. 2 .  Now is your chance to acid to the  breeding b i rd data you ' ve been 
careful ly  col l ecting i n  your neck of the woods. 

The readers surveys you returned ind icated you want more information 
aboul birds in I l l inois .  Herc ' s  your chance to provide that information. 
S hare your reporLs w i th us  - and w i th the future sc ientists who w i l l  fi n d  
t hem more easi l y  i n  Meadovi1lark t h rough our annual Index, than by 
wading Lhrough reams of files at various  organizati ons and corporat ions  
statewide .  

Ir you wanl  help gel l i ng s tarted, p lease contaL:l me al ( 847 ) 566-4846; 
%7 B raeb u rn  R oad, M u n clc lc in ,  I L  60060, 

or E-mai l  me �lt :  sdevorc Ci.i' a i s . net. 



President's Message 
I f  you were u n able to attend our annual 

meeting in Apri l ,  you missed a fine time. Though 
the bird i ng was slow consi dering the cold 
spring  we had, we s t i l l  enjoyed some excel lent 

presen tations and wonderful walks through 

woods, wetlands, �md grasslands. The Upland 
San dpipers and Henslow' s  Sparrows were j ust 
ret urning, and the wi ldflowers were blooming  

profusely. We also enjoyed seeing o ld  friends 

and making new ones. 

As we en ter our si xth year, I look forward 

to working  wi th our new board and you, our 
members .  I must thank our retiring di rectors, 
Richard B lewett, Judy DeNeal, and Jean Lesniak. 

These i ndi v iduals  made major contri butions 
to IOS and wil l  be missed. 

Elected to replace these hard-working d i ­

rectors are Mary Hennen ,  Steve B ailey, and 
Geoffrey Wi l l i amson . Mary, as  you know,  

works w i th  Peregrine  Falcons and E as tern 
Bluebi rds at the Chicago Academy of Sciences. 
Steve l i v es in Champaign and is a researcher 

w ith the T l l i nois N at ural Hi story S urvey. Geoff 
is an acti ve field trip leader and co-editor of 
the Chicago Ornithological Society ' s  news­
l etter. Also jo in ing  the board is  Joe S uchecki, 

who fil led a vacancy. Joe is an active member 
of  the D uPage B i rding Cl ub.  

We are happy to have them on  board. 

IOS now has more than 700 members. Your 
board n ee d s  y o u r  h e l p .  Let  us h e a r  
from y o u  - what y o u  l i ke and what y o u  don ' t  
l ike. Volunteer your ti me a n d  tal ent .  And  mark 
the weekend of 1 9-2 1 June I 998 on your 

c a l endar for our  next a n n ua l  m eet in g  a t  
Starved Rock State J >ark n ear U t i ca .  

I look forward to seeing  you a l l  there or on 
one of our fi e ld  t rips. 

U n t i l  next L ime, 

J)vir- fL�) O '�:J_-
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